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Common Cause recom-
mended yesterday that any
Senate impeachment trial of
President Nixon be opened .to
live television and that all ef-
forts to lobby senators during
the proceedings be made pub-
lic.

The 323,000-member citizens
action group has actively lob-
bied in the House for an open
inquiry before the Judiciary,
Committee and if necessary,
publicly televised house ses-
sions on the committee’s rec-
ommendations. The action yes-
terday extends that Common
Cause position in the event
;the House actually votes to
impeach the President.

A five-point policy
ment on conduct of an im-
peachment trial was adapted
by the governing board aftera
two-hour discussion. Twenty-
nine members voted for it, one
voted no and another dis-
sented on the question of tel-
evised sessions. The Common
Cause beard has 61 elected
members.

The document approved by
the board says in part:

“l. As a general principle,
the Senate rules should aim at
insulating senators from ex-

state-
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pressions of political pressure-
from organized groups - or
their lobhyists while not pre-
cluding reasoned discussion or
consultation by senators with
citizens on an individual ba-
sis.”

“2. Senators should be re-
quired to maintain a public
daily log of all contacts with
them or'their staffs and to
maintain a public file of corre.
spondence regarding impeach-
ment. The log should also in-
clude all contacts with' the
President or his representa-
tives in the White House or
executive branch on any -sub-
ject, and what was discussed

“3. House managers of im-
peachment, other congress-
men, the President, and their
respective staffs should - be
prohibited from making gny
direct or indirect ex parte
(informal) contacts with any
senators on the subject of im-
peachment.” ‘

“4. Live televised coverage
of the Senate trial should be
permitted.” ,

“5. Senators should refrain
from publicly commenting on
the evidence until they have
voted.”



