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No responsible FBI offi-
cial would speak up openly
to say he wished the top
boss, Attorney General Wil-
lHam B. Saxbe, would keep
his mouth shut.

But in various other ways
it was made plain.

It was apparent in the “of-
ficial” statements issued in
the name of FBI director
Clarence Kelley. The state-
ments said the FBI would
continue to pursue the: kid-
naping of Patricia Hearst—
and her part in the $10,000
robbery Monday of a San
Francisco bank—in its own
way.

It was also apparent in
their significant silences
when Kelley’s spokesmen
were asked whether Saxbes
pronouncements were help-
ing or hindering the 1hvest1-
gation.

“I wouldn’t address my-
self to that at all” said one
of Kelley’s aides.

Saxbe stunned the FBI, and
a number of his Justice De-
partment colleages, when he
said Wednesday that Miss
Hearst was “not a reluctant
participant” in the bank rob-
bery by her Symbionese Lib-
eration Army (SLA) kidnap-
ers.

The SLA is a “group” of

“common criminals,” said
Sazbe, and he described
Miss Hearst “as a part of
them.”

Saxbe also cast open
doubt on whether she was
legitimately kidnaped. When
asked, he replied, “I have no
way of knowing tiiat.”

Saxbe’s statements con-
tradicted those by San Fran-
cvisco U.S. Attorney James
Browning and FBI special
agent Charles Bates who
have said there was evi-
dence Miss Hearst took part
in the heist “under duress.”

Meanwhile, Chesterfield H.
Smith, president of the
American Bar Association,
lasned out yesterday at Sax-
be's. comments about Miss
Hearst. C

“It’s unethical for a pros-
ecuting officer to comment
on the guilt or innocence of
anvhody. or to in any way
interfere with the process of
a fair trial,” Smith told the
Woman’s National Demo-
cratic Club.

/

He also said Saxbe
shouldn’t have even gone so’
far as to label the others in

the SLA as common crimi-
nals. He said many lawyers
had been complaining about
Saxbe’s comments.

The Wednesday remark
was not the first time Sax-
be’s shoot-from-the-hip dec-
larations had unsettled the
principals in California.

A notable one took place
Feb. 14, nine days after Miss
Hearst was kidnaped. Saxbe
said police would  be guilty
of “derelection of duty” if
they know where Miss
Hearst was being held by
the SLA .and failed to “go
get her.”

As for the SLA demand
that Randolph A. Hearst,
Miss Hearst’s father, supply
370 million worth of food to
- California’s needy- Saxbe
deciared:

“I certainly wouldn’t re-
commend compliance with
such vague and unrealistic
demands.”

Each time the FBI just .
gritted its teeth and plowed
on, with declarations by
Bates that he would do his
best to solve the kidnaping
and bring Miss Hearst back
safely, and ‘“explanatory”
statements by Saxbe aides
that the Attorney General
meant no harm to Miss
Hearst.

This time Bates, who has
between 100 and 125 agents
working around the clock on
the case, was apparently so
enraged that he opted to do
nothing but read a short,
cold statement to reporters
that referred to himself in
the third person:

“Let me read you this, fel-
lows, and take it down—~

' ‘Charlie Bates, special agent

in charge .. . feels he has no
coment to make . .. Period.’

“I'd like ‘you to send that
out, because I've got thou-
sands of calls in here from
all over the country.”

Bates also called ‘his
Washington headquarters.

What he said to higher
ups was not disclosed. Buta |
spokesman for FEBI chief
Kelley, after emphasizing

' that Saxbe’s rematks were

his own—as Saxbe himself
said—asserted:

“We are conitnuing to ac-
tively investigate the kid-
naping and bank robbery in
order to develop all the
facts concerning both offen-
ses, and identify all the indi-
viduals involved.”

Based on the findings, he
added, the evidence will be
presented to the U.S. attor-
ney “to determine whether
additional warrants should
be obtained.”

I{ the FBI had thought—
as does Saxbe—that Miss -
Hearst.was a willing partici-
pant, a warrant would have
been obtained against her,
was the clear implication
from the spokesmen’s words.




