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M
r. N

ixon: W
inning the Im

peachm
ent B

attle 
T

h
o
u
g
h
 I am

 in
 a d

istin
ct m

in
o
rity

 
am

ong m
y colum

nist colleagues in this 
estim

ate, it is m
y belief that the possi-

b
ility

 o
f P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
's im

p
each

-
m

ent (indictm
ent) by the H

ouse is re-
ceding rather than advancing. If this is 
so then his conviction and ouster from

 
o
ffice b

y
 th

e S
en

ate is o
n
ly

 a sm
all 

g
lean

 o
f lo

st h
o
p
e in

 th
e ey

es o
f h

is 
m

ore bitter adversaries. 
O

f course, in dealing w
ith anything 

in
 an

y
 w

ay
 related

 to
 th

e W
aterg

ate 
scandals the prudent m

an w
ill load his 

opinions dow
n w

ith so m
any ifs, ands, 

buts and on-the-other-hands as to bore 
the devil out of any sensible reader. 

W
h

at fo
llo

w
s, th

en
, is d

elib
erately

 
im

p
ru

d
en

t, b
u
t n

o
t lig

h
tly

 o
r reck

-
lessly so. M

y conviction that the P
resi-

d
en

t's p
o
sitio

n
 is im

p
ro

v
in

g
, rath

er 
th

an
 th

e o
th

er w
ay

 ro
u
n
d
, rests u

p
o
n
 

b
o
th

 d
e
m

o
n
stra

b
le

 re
a
litie

s a
n
d
 

hunches so strong as to be irresistible. 
A

s to
 th

e
 re

a
litie

s, th
e
 first a

n
d

 
g
reatest is th

at M
r. N

ix
o
n
 is m

an
i-

festly not only still in charge—
and suc-

cessfully in charge—
of the foreign af-

fairs o
f th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates b

u
t Is also

 
m

anifestly seen to be just that abroad. 
T

he public reception given recently in 

P
aris to

 th
is, th

e m
o
st d

o
m

estically
 

h
arassed

 P
resid

en
t o

f m
o
d
ern

 tim
es, 

w
a
s in

 sim
p

le
 tru

th
 th

e
 w

a
rm

e
st 

g
iv

en
 an

 A
m

erican
 ch

ief in
 a lo

n
g
 

tim
e. 

It w
as, m

oreover, a dem
onstration of 

resp
ect (a q

u
ality

 far m
o
re im

p
o
rtan

t 
th

a
n
 a

ffe
c
tio

n
) in

 th
e
 v

e
ry

 n
a
tio

n
 

w
h
o
se lead

ers M
r. N

ix
o
n
 h

ad
 o

n
ly

 a 
short tim

e before told off as w
reckers 

o
r w

o
u
ld

-b
e w

reck
ers o

f W
estern

 
unity. 

O
th

er E
u
ro

p
ean

 statesm
en

 d
id

 n
o
t 

fail to
 g

rasp
 th

e m
ean

in
g
 o

f th
is—

w
h
ich

 is th
at p

eo
p
le lo

n
g
 fo

r stro
n
g
 

leadership in w
orld affairs w

hether or 
not they "like" the source of that lead-
ersh

ip
. N

o
w

, p
ercep

tio
n
s o

f th
is k

in
d
 

are not em
bargoed by the w

idth of the 

A
tlan

tic o
cean

. T
o
 so

m
e ex

ten
t, at 

least, therefore, it is reasonable to as-
su

m
e th

at w
h
at h

ap
p
en

ed
 in

 P
aris 

m
ade som

e im
pact of the U

.S
. H

ouse 
o
f R

ep
resen

tativ
es. B

ey
o
n
d
 d

o
u
b
t it 

did on the S
enate. 

T
o leave the area of realities for the 

areas o
f h

u
n
ch

 an
d
 in

stin
ct is, to

 b
e 

sure, to step from
 som

ething approach-
ing the m

easureable to som
ething ap-

p
ro

ach
in

g
 th

e m
y
stic. N

ev
erth

eless, 
h
u
n
ch

 an
d
 in

stin
ct h

av
e th

eir p
lace 

w
h
en

 o
n
e is try

in
g
 to

 fo
recast th

e fu
-

tu
re. 
M

y
 o

w
n
 h

u
n
ch

 is th
at th

e b
ig

g
est 

thing the P
resident has going for him

 
n
o
w

 —
 ap

art fro
m

 th
e p

ro
fo

u
n
d
ly

, 
im

p
o

rtan
t first p

rin
cip

le th
at th

e p
eo

-
ple trust his savvy in the life-and-death 
issues of national security—

is sim
ply  

the enorm
ous courage that he is exhib-

iting in his ordeal. 
I d

o
 n

o
t su

g
g
est th

at th
e A

m
erican

 
public believes him

 to be im
m

aculate 
ab

o
u

t W
aterg

ate—
o

r fo
r th

at m
atter 

about his taxes. B
ut I am

 totally con-
vinced that m

ore than any other char-
acteristic the public adm

ires guts in its 
public m

en. A
nd guts R

ichard N
ixon 

has got in plenty. 
P

eo
p
le th

in
k
, to

o
, th

at h
is ad

v
ersar 

ies are b
eco

m
in

g
 to

o
 sh

rill, to
o
 cru

el 
an

d
 to

o
 in

satiab
le fo

r rev
en

g
e. T

h
ey

 
th

in
k
 th

at h
is en

em
ies w

ill n
o
t b

e 
content w

ith an arm
 or a leg but w

ish 
in

 th
e m

o
st literal sen

se to
 d

estro
y
 

him
 and grind him

 into the dirt. 
H

o
w

 d
o
 I k

n
o
w

 all th
is? I d

o
n
't; I 

sense it, in conversations, in m
y m

ail, 
an

d
 to

 a lesser ex
ten

t in
 th

e p
o

lls, 
w

hich I have never fully trusted. L
ouis 

H
arris g

iv
es th

e P
resid

en
t a fiv

e p
er 

cen
t p

ick
u
p
 w

ith
in

 th
e sp

ace o
f a 

m
onth. I predict that M

r. N
ixon's w

ill-
in

g
n
ess to

 p
ay

 an
 en

o
rm

o
u
s tax

 b
ill 

that w
ould never even have been lev-

ied
 ag

ain
st an

y
 o

th
er P

resid
en

t w
ill 

pick him
 up som

e m
ore points w

ithin 
another m

onth. 
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"T
he biggest thing the P

resident has going 
for him

 is sim
ply the enorm

ous courage 
that he is exhibiting in his ordeal." 


