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{ The Republican leadership of
‘the Senate has issued a unank
lmousx warning to - President

Nixon that.unless. he produces

promptly all materials being
}sought by the House Judiciary

Committee, he is “aching for

1mpeachment ”

The leadership spiii openiy -

 with White House policy at g
meeting ‘with. .presidential as
51stant Dean Burch late Tues-
|day, it was learned, and told
Burch to warn the President
that “the first article. in the

bill of. 1mpeachment very well |
b

House response to the latest
request from the Judiciary
Committee. The first draft of
the letter was: rejected by the
Senate leaders”and a second
‘draft, more" conciliatory, was
‘sent by Presidential Counsel
James St. Clair to John Doar,
counsel to the Judiciary Com-
imittee.

Burch is reported to have
told the Republicans that. the
White House is having diffi.
culty transcribing the tapes,
because of the volume and
poor quality of the recordings.

done by White Houge Counsel
J. Fred Buzhardt, Burch said.

“If this ‘is the bottleneck,
then the White House had
better assign more people,” the
leadership told ‘Burch. “If you
continue to delay, you are ach-
ing for impeachment.

“If you go very much fur
ther, the first article in a bill

contempt of Congress.”

The ' Judiciary - Committee,
headed by Rep. Peter W. Ro-
dino Jr.. (D-N.J.), voted yester
day to subpoena the tapes.

In the letter, which was de-
livered to Doar Tuesday 90
minutes after the committee-
set deadline for a White
House response, St. Clair said
that some of the material re-
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'Bnrch requesfed ‘theé . meet- .‘
Ing to . submit: to the Senata'_'
leadership: a. proposed White

Review of the tapes is being .

i

of impeachment well could be -
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quested by the’committee, and
jndged relevant byt he Presi.|
.dent, would be turned over
following -the . congressional
Easter recess ending April 22,

- This rankled Senate leaders
who feel that it is for Con-
gress, and -not the President,
to decide what. is relevant in
the 1mpeachment mvestlga-
tion.

., Four-of the six.Senate Re-
publican leaders are fopmer
members of the House of Rep-
resentatives, It Is the House

which must-impeach the Presi-.
dent. If it does, he would be

 tried before- the Senate. .
* Participating in the meeting
with Burch were Republican
Leader Hugh Scott of Pennsyl-
vania, Republican Whip Rob-
ert Griffin of Michigan, Policy

}Chairmar} John Tower of
i Texas, ' Conference 'Chairman
'Norris Cotton of New Hamp:
'shire,” Conference Secretary
Wallace-Bennett of Utah, and
Senate GOP Campaign Chair-
man Wiiliam Brock of Tennes-
see.

Over the weekend drafts
and sections' of drafts of the
White House response_were
read to Scott and other GOP
leaders over the telephone by
Burch, White House Counselor
Bryce . Harlow and . White
House Chief bf Staff Gen. Al-
exander Haig.

The leaders were reported
to have, rejected. the submis-
sions as delaying tactics, and
at 4:30 p.m. Tuesday, Burch
appeared before the assem-
bled leadership with a pro-
posed letter in response to the
Judiciary Committee’s de-
mand for action by 5 p.m. The
first draft was reported to

‘|don’t go far enough.”

have proposed an Andefinite
delay. Ia)
“This is not going to ﬂy,”
Burch was told. “It’s not even
going to get off the ground.”
At 5:30, Burch returned to
the White House, and one
hour later, read to ‘Scott on
the telephone the letter which
even then, was being delwer'gd
at the Jud1c1ary Committee’s
impeachment headquarters.
The White House had re-
fused to go along with lan-
guage suggested by both-Scott |
and House Republican Leader
John Rhodes of Arizona and|
the leadership was said.to be
grumbling that- “they still

The split, by which the Sen-
ate leaders come down hard
on the side of Congress, marks
the first time that the Senate
Republicans as-a group deliv-
ered a pointed and undivided
warning .to. Mr. Nixon, that his
conformlty is imperative if he
is to avoid rapid impeachment ‘
by the House.




