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Thg I:musev Judicidry
Committee subpoenaed
tapes and documents from
Presldent Nixon yesterday,
and. the Whlte Houae Te-

d pane] Qamprehgn-
Sive and conclusive” mate-
mals regarding the Presi-
dem’s Watergate role.

But presidential press sec-
retary Ronald L. Ziegler de-
clmled to say that the mate-
uﬁs would Dbe all those de-
manded by the House com-
mittee.

Zle ler would say only
that Wlthm two weeks Mr.
Nixon ‘will give the commit-
materials contsnstent

with his constitutional:
. sponsibilities’* and th

would bear out the

dent’s past explanations of
his, Watergate role and *‘re-
ceive the support of the
House.”

The committee su na,
appmved by a 33-to-3 vote,
called for a response 10
a.mi, on April 25, fouridays
after Congress returng from

an Easter mcess

'Fhe subpoena was hand-'

delivered to the White House
and accepted date ye terday
afternoon by James ). St.
Clalr the P%;esxdent’

Watergate layvyez o

About two - hOUlS% ater,
Z1eg}e1 told newsmen that
the Winte House plans to de-
liver »unspemhed materials
to the committee between
April 22 and 25. " :

The committee votﬁﬁ to
subpeena the material de-
spite a lastminute ‘offer

from-$t. Clair to delgver- :

part' f it voluntarily within

W days. But bormﬁttee
m w‘h}ers mcludmg many
of the Répubhcan minority,
werle angered by St. Clair’s

refusal to give an immedi-

ate response about all of the -
. materlal the panel had re-
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quested in a letter sen‘t Feb-

ruary.25.

A committee source said
there was ne special signifi-
cance to the April 25 dead-
line other than an effort to
give the White House the
maximum reasonable
amount of time to respond.

All \the dissenting votes
were cast by Republicans:
Representative Edward

Hutchinson of Michigan, the
ranking mmomy member of
the commlttee Charles E.

Trent Lott of Mi SlSSlppl

Hutchinson said he doubts
that a subpoena directed at
the President could be en-
forced. He said he opposed
the subpoena because St.
Clair had indicated he would
give the committee all or
most of the-material it is de-
manding. =

Representative Robert
MeClory (Rep-IlL.), whohad
supported many White
House requests at commit-
tee . sessions, called St.
Clair’s offer en‘mrely too
equivocal.”

Ziegler's statement ap-

peared to adhere to aletter .

St. €lair sent the committee
on Tuesday, in which he said
a review of the requested
Iaterials was under way
but would not be cempleted
until the end of the recess.

The White House aIready”

has indicated that some of

the tapes sought by the com- .

mittee do not exist. Some

. conversations on the ‘week-

end of April 1415, 1973,

weren’t recorded bscause a

machine ran out of tape; ac-
cording to the Whl’ce House

Ziegler told newsmen
“The real question hereisn’t

' the number of tapes or
Gamesmahshap, but facts ”

_our deslre top 0v1de facts ”
Meanwhile, Vice President

Gerald R. Ford, former
House Repubhcan leader,

. said“the committee actlon is

“unfortunate.” 4.

He said he doesn’t think
the action repre§€&i$s a con-
frontamon between the com-
‘mittee and the White House.

Ford:predicted-*it will Work
out all‘right.” ¢ :

'If the White House should
dety the, subpoena, the Judi-
ciary Committee would have
several alternatives. On e
would be to prosecute its
subpoena in the court as the
Senate Watergate commit-
tee is doing with its subpoe-
na for tapes. A committee
lawyer said the committee.
could ask the House to cite

the President for contempt .
or simply determine defi- -
‘ance of the subpoena to be

‘an impeachable offense.

Before ‘the final vote, the
committee agreed unani-
mously to make more spe-
cific its demands for some
conversatioms.

_ St. Clair had called John

Doar, chief counsel for the’

impeachment linquiry, and
offered to deliver the tapes
sought on February and
March conversations jif such

a delivery would “ayoid i is-

suance of a subpoena,’ 2

.But Doar said St. Clau‘

also told him that if all of

. the items requested onFeb- .
ruary 25 were subpoenaed, -
the committee would get ;
nothing until the Presxdent ]
had decidedeon areSpen.se to

the entire subpoena.

The committee is demand-
ing tapes of a total of 35 con-
versations in April, 1973, and
tapes of six conversations
that took place in February
and March of that year.

“The tapes St. Clair offered_
to.turn over-cover conversa- -
tions the President had with -

H. R. Haldeman, John.D.
Ehrlichman and John W.
Dean III between Feb. 20
and March 30, 1973. In each
case, the committee staff
was: able to request, in its

-letteg@jl“eb 25, 1974, a spe-

cific - conversation beheved

C‘ airman Peter Rodino held the subpo%-la whlle he .
' consulted with chief counsel John Doa
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t@ ve‘”"éoncerned Water-

But the remainder of its
request called for “alj con-
-versations’ the Pres1dant
“had with Haldeman: and"
Ehrlichman  between Apul
14 and 17, 1973 as well as
those he had with then-
Attorney General Rchard
G. Kleindienst and Assistant
- Attorney General ‘Henrv Pe-
tersgrxi betwgen Aprxl 15 and

3.

$]

It was that part of the re-

quest that St. Clair angd
mamy’ comnuttee Repubh-

- cans said swas not ‘specific

" enough.
dssociated Press



