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T
he rl apes: H

ard Q
uestions for M

r. N
ixon 

W
h
ite

 H
o
u
se

 la
w

y
e
rs a

re
 d

isa
n
-

p
o
in

ted
 an

d
 ex

asp
erated

 w
ith

 th
e tech

-. 
n

ical ex
p

ert th
ey

 h
ired

 to
 stu

d
y

 th
e fa-

m
ous 181 /2

 m
in

u
te tap

e erasu
re, a fact 

lik
ely

 to
 fu

rth
er d

eep
en

 P
resid

en
t N

ix
-

o
n

's d
ifficu

lties in
 th

e H
o

u
se im

p
each

-
m

en
t in

q
u

iry
. 

N
ixon law

yer Jam
es S

t. C
lair's irrita-

tio
n
 w

ith
 D

r. M
ic

h
a
e
l H

e
c
k
e
r, th

e
 

W
est C

o
ast tech

n
ician

 retain
ed

 b
y
 th

e 
W

h
ite H

o
u

se tw
o

 m
o

n
th

s ag
o

, h
as b

e-
co

m
e o

b
v
io

u
s in

 recen
t w

eek
s. T

h
at 

stro
n
g
ly

_
 su

g
g
ests th

at H
eck

er's fin
d
-

in
g

s w
ill n

o
t b

e far fro
m

 th
e v

erd
ict o

f 
th

e co
u

rt-ap
p

o
in

ted
 ex

p
erts: th

e g
ap

 in
 

th
e v

ital Ju
n

e '2
0

, 1
9

7
2

, O
v

al O
ffice 

conversation could not have been acci-
d

en
tal. 

T
h
e erased

 1
8 1 /2 m

inutes, forgotten 
of late but not gone, w

ill again plague 
M

r. N
ix

o
n
 w

h
en

 th
e ex

p
erts su

b
m

it 
tech

n
ical fin

d
in

g
s to

 Ju
d
g
e Jo

h
n
 S

ir-
Jea. If the W

hite H
ouse cannot produce 

ex
p
ert reb

u
ttal, th

e P
resid

en
t w

ill in
-

evitably be called on to personally ex-
p

lain
 th

e g
ap

 fo
r th

e first tim
e. In

-
deed, m

em
bers of the H

ouse Judiciary 
C

o
m

m
ittee are d

eterm
in

ed
 to

 p
u

rsu
e 

th
e sen

sitiv
e q

u
estio

n
 o

f M
r. N

ix
o

n
's 

connection w
ith the tape erasure. 

O
nce the court's panel of experts re-

leased
 its Jan

. 1
5
 p

relim
in

ary
 rep

o
rt 

knocking dow
n an accidental erasure, 

the W
hite H

ouse w
ent shopping for its 

O
n
 e

x
p
e
rt. T

h
e
 c

h
o
ic

e
 w

a
s D

r. 
Ileck

er, a sen
io

r research
 en

g
in

eer at 
T

h
e S

tan
fo

rd
 (C

alif.) R
esearch

 In
sti- 

tu
te

. If a
 sc

ie
n

tist o
f h

is sta
n

d
in

g
 

w
o
u
ld

 re
fu

te
 th

e
 o

th
e
r e

x
p
e
rts, th

e
 

erased tape w
ould drop from

 the P
resi-

dent's m
assive load of problem

s. 
B

u
t S

t. C
lair h

as g
ro

w
n
 as u

n
h
ap

p
y
 

w
ith

 H
eck

er as h
e h

as b
een

 w
ith

 th
e 

co
u
rt-ap

p
o
in

ted
 ex

p
erts. T

h
at raises 

th
e p

ro
b

ab
ility

 th
at w

h
en

 th
e ex

p
erts 

p
ro

d
u
ce th

eir d
etailed

 fin
d
in

g
s, p

er-
haps next w

eek, the W
hite H

ouse w
ill 

have no scientific refutation. 
T

h
e m

atter w
ill th

en
 b

e in
 th

e h
an

d
s 

o
f fed

eral g
ran

d
 ju

ry
 n

o
. 3

. A
lth

o
u

g
h

 
th

e g
ran

d
 ju

ry
 m

ig
h
t in

d
ict p

resid
en

-
tial secretary

 R
o

se M
ary

 W
o

o
d

s, its 
m

o
re lik

ely
 co

u
rse 

w
ill be no action. 

R
ather, the technical report w

ill gener-
ate lo

n
g

-d
elay

ed
 attem

p
ts to

 g
et M

r. 
N

ixon's version. 
A

cco
rd

in
g

 to
 S

ecret S
erv

ice lo
g

s, 
o
n
ly

 th
ree p

erso
n
s—

th
e P

resid
en

t, 
M

iss W
o
o
d
s a

n
d
 p

re
sid

e
n
tia

l a
id

e
 

S
tev

e B
u

ll—
h

an
d

led
 th

e Ju
n

e 2
0

 tap
e. 

B
oth M

iss W
oods and B

ull have sw
orn 

th
ey

 p
lay

ed
 n

o
 p

art in
 erasin

g
 a p

o
r-

tio
n
 o

f M
r. N

ix
o
n

's co
n

v
ersatio

n
 w

ith
 

H
. R

. H
aldem

an on June 20, the first  

w
o
rk

in
g
 d

ay
 after th

e W
aterg

ate 
burglary. 

If M
r. N

ixon had gr,anted the grand 
ju

ry
 req

u
est early

 th
is y

ear fo
r h

im
 to

 
testify, he w

ould have been questioned 
in

 d
ep

th
 ab

o
u

t th
e erasu

re. W
h

at ex
-

p
lan

atio
n

 co
u

ld
 h

e g
iv

e? D
id

 h
e g

iv
e 

th
e
 ta

p
e
s to

 a
n
y
b
o
d
y
 e

lse
?
 W

h
a
t 

m
ak

es th
ese q

u
estio

n
s so

 p
ertin

en
t is 

M
r. N

ixon's declaration last July 23 in 
h
is letter to

 S
en

. S
am

 E
rv

in
: "T

h
e 

tapes, w
hich have been under m

y sole 
personal control, w

ill rem
ain so." 

N
ot only w

as the grand jury unable 
to question the P

resident but new
sm

en 
did not seize the opportunity. F

ollO
w

-
in

g
 d

isclo
su

re to
 S

irica o
f th

e 1
81/2 

m
inute erasure last N

ov. 21, M
r. N

ixon 
delayed conducting another press con-
feren

ce u
n

til F
eb

. 2
5
. B

y
 th

en
., th

e 
erased tape had been eclipsed by other 
W

aterg
ate sen

satio
n
s. M

r. N
ix

o
n
 w

as 
ask

ed
 n

o
th

in
g

 th
en

 o
r in

 later q
u

es-
ton-and-answ

er sessions. 
A

 n
ew

 rep
o
rt b

y
 th

e ex
p
erts w

ill 
p

ro
b

ab
ly

 trig
g

er q
u

estio
n

s at M
r. N

ix
-

o
n

's n
ex

t p
ress co

n
feren

ce. B
u

t w
h

at-
ev

er th
e p

ress d
o

es, the H
ouse Judici-

ary C
om

m
ittee is deeply interested. Its  

m
em

bers feel the m
atter cannot be re-

solved w
ithout the P

resident's ow
n ex-

p
lan

atio
n
 o

f w
h
at h

ap
p
en

ed
 to

 ev
i-

dence "under m
y sole control." 

T
hat poses new

 trouble in C
ongress 

for the P
resident. A

 bipartisan m
ajor-

ity of the com
inittee spurns M

r. N
ix-

o
n
's o

ffers o
f resp

o
n
d
in

g
 to

 w
ritten

 
questions or m

eeting w
ith the com

-
m

ittee's tw
o senior m

em
bers. B

ut the 
W

hite H
ouse says the P

resident w
ill 

n
ev

er su
b

m
it to

 in
terro

g
atio

n
 b

y
 th

e 
full com

m
ittee or its staff. 

T
hat Judiciary C

om
m

ittee m
em

bers 
now

 contem
plate how

 to question M
r. 

N
ixon about the erasure indicates that 

the im
peachm

ent p
ro

ceed
in

g
s are en

-
terin

g
 a n

ew
 p

h
ase, to

w
ard

 th
e su

b
-

stan
tiv

e 
an

d
 aw

ay
 fro

m
 th

e p
ro

ce-
d

u
ral. T

h
an

k
s to

 co
m

p
ro

m
ises b

y
 

C
hairm

an P
eter R

odino, the com
m

ittee 
; seem

s likely to avoid both an internal 
partisan split and a confrontation w

ith 
the W

hite H
ouse over procedural disa-

greem
ents. 

In
stead

, co
m

m
ittee m

em
b
ers 

are 
n
o
w

 g
ettin

g
 in

v
o
lv

ed
 in

 th
e su

b
stan

ce 
of the W

atergate cover-up. T
hose w

ho 
have been given an in

k
lin

g
 o

f th
e ev

i-
d
en

ce p
assed

 to
 th

e co
m

m
ittee b

y
 th

e 
g

ran
d

 ju
ry

 in
 th

at lo
ck

ed
 b

riefcase 
feel M

r. N
ix

o
n

 w
ill face a fo

rm
id

ab
le 

task,in responding to' it. T
he probabil-

ity
 th

at h
e w

ill also
 b

e ask
ed

 to
 g

iv
e a 

reaso
n

ab
le ex

p
lan

atio
n

 o
f w

h
at h

ap
-

pened to the June 20 tape only adds to 
h
is b

u
rd

en
. 

(§) 1974, F
ield E

nterprises, Inc. 

"If 
M

r. N
ixo

n
 h

a
d
 g

ra
n

ted
 th

e g
ra

n
d
 ju

ry req
u

est 

fo
r h

im
 to

 testify, h
e w

o
u
ld

 h
a
ve b

een
 q

u
estio

n
ed

 

about the erasure. W
hat explanation co

u
ld

 h
e g

ive?
 


