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House Halts Bid
For Alert Data

United Press Intcmationa.l

w The House yesterday killed

4 resolution demanding infor-
ation on President Nixon’s
ntrovers1a1

Iirder during the Middle East

war last October.
“0n-a voice vote, the House

g abled the - resolutmn intro-

duced by Reps. Michael Har-
;ﬂngton (D-Mass.) and Fortney
. (Petey Stark (D-Calif.) after

raecretary of State Henry A.
Lissinger failed to provide
bongress with the informa-
on. :

. The resolutlon would have
lequired Kissinger to turn
dver the text of all the mes-
dages between Mr. Nixon and
Soviet officials and a list and
ghronology of all the orders

-ind actions taken during the

;ms1s last Oct. 24-25. .

¢ The House agreed with the
i‘orelgn Affairs Committee,
which disapproved the meas-
are 26 to 2, that most of the

*‘:nformatlon was sensitive and.

o the national interest should
aot be released now.

»+In his response to the com-
mttee Kissinger said he did
iot belleve public airing of
the information “would con-
hbute toward the goal of
fjeace which we all seek.”
> “Despite the considerable
*"progress made in the Middle
#ast since ‘November, the
ituation there remains deli-]
tate.”

military alert]

“In our view, resurrecting|
the October episode now might
well impair the progress
achieved thus far.”

In an wunclassified summary
of what happened during the
crisis, Kissinger said an “un-|
usually tough” letter from So-
viet Communist Party chief
Leonid Brezhnev ‘which fol-|
lowed movement of Soviet
ships into the Mediterranean|
led to Mr. Nixon’s decision to
put U.S. forces on full alert.

“It was essential to clear up
any doubt about U.S. deter-
mination in this situation and
prepare to cope with the quick-
ly unfolding events,” he said.

Kissinger promised shortly
after the incident last fall to
provide Congress with the ma-}
terial, much of it classified, but
had not done so by Maich 25|
when Harrington and Stark in-
troduced their resolution.

Rep. H.R. Gross (R-Iowa),
who voted to table the resolu-
tion both in the committee and
in the House, nevertheless put
the President and the State
Department ‘“on notice” that
Congress was entitled to such
information more quickly in|
the future. :

“Never again should mem-|:
bers of Congress permit them-|'
selves, for lack of reliable in-
formation, to be sucked into a
war as they were in Southeast
Asia,” Gross said.




