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House Committee 

Nixon Puts Off 
Demand for Tapes 
He Will 

Decide by 

April 22 
Washington 

The White House told the 
House Judiciary Committee 
last night that it needs more 
time to decide how to re-
spohd to the committee's re-
quest for tape, recordings of 
42 presidential;convers,ations 
relating to Watergate. pm' 

James D. St. Clair, esi-
dent Nixon's principatAle-
fense counsel in the im-
peachment inquiry b e i=n g 
conducted by the committee, 
said in a letter that by April 
22 the White House would be 
ready to furnish materials 
that "will enable thd‘c:orn- 
mittee to complete 	in- 
quiry promptly." 

But St. Clair's letter, ad-
dressed to John M. Doar, 
special counsel to the Judici-
ary Committee, contained 
no pledge to provide all the 
materials that the commit-
tee has • sought Instead, it 
implied that t h e White 
House would decide which of 
the tapes it considers rele-
vant and release only those. 

The letter also made inevi- 
table further delays 	the 
inquiry, despite repeated 
White House pressure for 
more speed. Last Tnprsday 
the committee set yeSterday 
as a deadline for a presiden-
tial response to its request. 

Jerome R. Waldie 6f Cali-
fornia, one of the Democrat-
ic hard-liners on the com-
mittee, said shortly after the 
letter was released by the 
White House that he would 
move to subpoena thegtapes 
when the committee meets 
tomorrow. 

"Though clothed in words  

ghat' sound conciliatory," he 
4aif (of St. Clair'S response, 

it Is an outright rejecliton of 
the committee's request for 
assistance and it has .to he 

read as such." 
Representative Tointiails-

back of Illinois, one or the 
more liberal Republicans, 
described the letter as "un-
responsive," and said the 
committee "would be mak- 
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ing a mistake to let Mr, St. 
Clair have the sole poWer to 
decide in advance what is 
relevant to our inquiry." 

But the reaction of senior 
members indicated that a 
subpoena is not certain, al-
though most members were 
irritated that there would be 
a further delay before they 
even discover what, t h e 
White House is willing-tosle- - 
liver. 

Representative' Peter W. 
Rodino (Dem -, N.J.), the 
committee's chairman, said 
he would not comment until 
he had studied the letter. 

Representative R o b e r I 
McClory of Illinois, the com-
mittee's second - ranking 
Republican, described him-
self as disappointed, but 
said he would probably pre-
fer to await the next move 
by -the White House because 
"it's better to get their coop-
eration, even on a delayed 
or slightly limited basis." 

When the committee first 
sought the tapes, the White 
House counterattacked by 
a•cepsin.g the inVestigators of 
engaging in a fishing expedi-
tion M r. Nixon himself 
spoke contemptuously about 
Doar trying to drive "A 
U-Haul trailer" up to the ex-
Aive mansion and haul 

away all its key files. 
Since tlifus 'there have 

been extensive negotiations 
between Doar and St. Clair  

accompanied by continuing' 
White House demands that 
the - cNinittee htirry—such 
as the suggestion by presi-
dential press secretary Ron- 

L. 
 

 Ziegler, that the corn-
Mee and its staff work 

ore nights.. 
Last Wednesday Doar 

wrote to St. Clair that "we 
request a reply by Tuesday. 
April 9, at the latest, with 
respect to whether or not the 
conversations . . . will be 
delivered." 

St. Clair did not respond 
directly to that request. He 
complimented boar for hav, 
ing narrowed the 'definition 
of the conversations origi-
nally asked for-42 in all, 
covering a period between 
February, 1973, and , 
1973—and restated Mr. Nix-
on's "desire to cooperate." 

But the central passage of 
the letter said only: 

"The President has direct-
ed me, ' .to advise you that a 
review kfof the materials in 
questiOn is under way. We 
expect that the review can 
be conipleted by the end of 
the Easter 	ess, and that 
the additio, 	terials fur- 
nished at that time will per-

- mit the committee ta:com-
plete its inquiry promptly."  

the committee. 
If formally adopted by the 

committee, t h e proposal 
could prevent any widening 
oVa partisan split, hat has 
been developing ding the 
last few days as Democrats 
and Republicans on the com-
mittee debated the, Presi-
dent's right of representa-
tion. 

The Easter recess begins 
Friday, and ends April 22. 

Meanwhile,' the Democrat-
ic majority on the House Ju-
diciarCommittee generally 
agreed' yesterday to support 
at least a limited role in the 
impeachment inquiry for St. 
Clair. , 

Although there was no for- 
- mal poll of the 21 Democrats 

on the 38-member commit- 
_ tee, members• reperted after 

a caucus that a consensus 
appeared to form around a 
propo.stil to allow St. Clair to 
sit in as an observer in ses-
sions at whiCh the evidence 
on >President Nixon's ,,con- 

' 	duct in office is presented to 
New 1' tirk'Times. 


