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Saxbe’s View
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The question of whether
there was fraud in the prep-
aration of President Nixon’s

tax returns has been Te- -

ferred to the special Water-
gate prosecutor’s office by
the ‘Internal Revenue Serv-
ice, attorney general Wil-
liam G. Saxbe said yester-
day. -

‘Saxbe insisted, however,

that the question of whether
the President -himself was
ifivolved in ffaud was one
for the House Judiciary
Committee to decide, not the
special prosecutor 5
“I .think this is an area
that the judiciary committee
must dispose of,” Saxbe
said, during a breakfast
meeting with reporters. I
just don’t think you should
have criminal actions
against the President” when
the constitution provides im-

peachment as a “remedy,”

he said.

The House committee said
Monday it was investigating
possible fraud by Mr. Nixzon.

The special prosecutor’s
involvement in the case, as
Saxbe described it; has
come about as a result ofa
decision by the IRS to give
his office material about at
least one of the persons who
helped prepare the Presi-
dent’s now disputed tax re-
turns, Frank Demarco.

The Justice Department is
the “enforcer” for the IRS,

Saxbe pointed out; the spe- .

cial prosecutor’s ofﬁce is the
unit of the Justice Depart-
ment assigned fo Watergate
related cases, and the IRS

commissioner is entitled to-

refer to the special prosecu-
tor “items which he believes
to be inhis area.”

Saxbe told of the transmit-
tal of the Demareo material
after being asked about re-

ports that such a transfer
had taken place. He said he :

could not ‘“‘recall” whether
the IRS had also given the
special preosecutor material
involving others who helped
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in the preparation of the
President’s tax returns.

Saxbe disclosed earlier
that special prosecutor Leon
Jaworski had requested and
apparently obtained the tax
returns of a dozen persons
who are either under indict-
ment or under investigation
in Waltergate-related mat-
ters.

In each case, Saxhe said,
Jaworgki had asked Saxbe
for the returns, and had con-
tended that the returns were
necessary for the completion
of his investigation. The at- | .
torney general said that he |
had transmitted the requests
to the IRS and that he would
know if the requests had |
been denied.

In the Demarce matter,
however, he said, he had not
received such a request
from the prosecutor.
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