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Vice president Gerald R. 
Ford delivered a staunch de-
fense of president Nixon last 
night, saying he is convinced 
of the president's innocence 
of any charges made against 
him. 

In a speech to a young re-
publican rally, Ford said, 
"none of the evidence with 
which I am familiar in any 
way undercuts the presi-
dent. 

"On the basis of the evi-
dence I have seen and I 
have heard, I am convinced 
he is innocent of any of the 
charges;made against him." 

The vice president also 
said that Mr. Nixon is "in 

e best of health, mentally 
and physically," and will 
°Minn in office to the end 

of his t 
Ford; spoke at a campaign 

tlimner on behalf of Repre-
sentative Robert J. Shuber 
(Rep.-Mich.). He was the 

'Curtain-raiser to the biggest 
republican road show in 
Michigan simce the 1972 
presidemtial election: Mr' 
',NiXop is eine in Michigan to-
, day. 
, LL Ford said Mr. Nixon was 
sneCessful im foreign policy; 
and forward-looking in do-

- mlisfic policy: 
said no president had 

dome more than Mr. Nixon 
"to schieve and maintain 
peace." 
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