
Senate Probers 
Intrigued by 
Rebozo Trip 

By Seymour M. ftersh 
New York Times 

Washington 
Investigators for the Senate Watergate commit-tee have established' that presidential , confidant Charles G. Rebozo flew to the Catskill mountain fish-ing retreat of Robert H. Abplanalp, President Nixon's 

millionaire friend, about that he had distributed the one week before a con- $100,000 Hughes' contribu-trOversial $100,000 cam- tions to" ixoti's two' brothers p ai g n contribution was and his personal secretary, returned last year, - well- among others. 
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placed sources said yes- 
terday. 	

. 	
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The sources said'that the 
committee investigators 
considered t h e previously 
undisclosed Rebozo - Abpla-
nalp meeting significant be-
cause they now believe that 
Rebozo, at the time,  was 
seeking a safe means of re-
turning the $100,000, which 
had been contributed in $100 
bills in 1969 and 1970 by How-
ard Hughes, the wealthy in-
dustrialist. 

Rebozo subsequently con-
firmed the meeting with Ab-
planalp during a closed-door 
interrogation by • investiga-
tors, one source said, but 
testified that "he just flew 
up for lunch." Abplanalp 
subsequently denied that 
there had been any discus-
sions about the $100,000 con-
tribution during commit-
tee interview, the source 
said. 

The New York Times and 
the Washington Post report-
ed, rover the weekend, that 
Herbert W. Kalmbach, Mr. 
Nixon's former perSonal at-
torney, secretly testified be-
fore the  committee last 
month that Rebozo, sought 
him- out in April, 1973, for a 
White House meeting. 

At the time, Kalmbach re-
portedly testified, Rebozo 
said that he was seeking his 
advice at the request of the 
"big man," Mr. Nixon, and 
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William S. Frates of Mi-
ami, Rebozo's attorney,,con-
firmed that his client had 
met in upstate New York 
with Abplanalp before the 
$100,000 was returned but re-
peated his assertion,;•.,also 
made Saturday, that the 
$100,000 in cash ,contriblited 
by Hughes wa the ;Verne 
money that Reboz& re- 
turned. 	A eft . 

William E. GriffinOf'Yon-
kers, N.Y., an aide tio Ab-
planalp, depicted the Senate 
committee's belief that the 
Abplanalp-Rebozo meeting 
dealt with the return of the 
$100,000 as an "unbelievable 
fantasy." Both men were in-
terviewed by telephone yes-
terday. 

Sources close to the com-
mittee said that the Senate 
investigating team, led by 
Terry F. Lenzner, a former 
assistant U.S. attorney who 
specialized' i nEiso;ganized 
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crime, now theorizes that 
Rebozo sought out Kalm-
bach in the White House last 
April in order to induce him 
to raise the $100,000 needed 
to replace and return othe 
contribution. 

At the time, according to 
published accounts, Rebozo 
was under investigation Iby 
the Internal Revenuegetrv-
ice, which had learned of the 
$100,000 contribution from a 

Hughes employee. 
"Kalmbach was the first 

guy''Rebozo went to," said 
o n e' well-placed source. 
"He's old reliable." 

The source was referring 
to Kalmbach's self-acknowl-
edged role in 1972 and 1973 
as a conduit for the hush 
money for the origin al 
members ef the Watergate 
break-in team. 

Kalmbach rebuffed, in ef-
fect, Rebozo by urging him 
to tell the IRS about the dis-
tribution of the cash, the 
Times' sources said, Senate 
investigators now suspect 
that Rebozo—as one official 
said — "tried other routes, 
like. Abplanalp." 

Kalmbach was quoted by 
the Associated Press yester-
day as refusing to confirm 
or d'e n y the published ac-
c aunts of his conversa-
ton-with Rebozo, but other 
sources close to Kalmbach 
have confirmed the essen-
tials of their White House 
meeting- 

Rebozo h as repeatedly 
said: that he kept Hughes' 
$100,000 contribution. which 
was 'delivered in $50,000 al-
lotments in 1969 and 1970, in 
a safety deposit box until the 
cash was returned last June. 

Two alleged recipients of 
the Hughes cash, Rose'  ary 
Woods, Mr. Nixon's secre-
tary, and F. Donald Nixon, 
Mr. Nixon older brother, 
both denied receiving any 
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cash. Donald Nixon told the 
Associated Press yesterday 
that he was "outraged and 
extremely angered" by the 
reports. 

The other alleged recipi-
ent of  the Hughes cash, Ed-
ward C: Nixon, Nixon's 
younger brother, mould- not 
be reached for comment. 

Kalmbach's reported ac-
count of the meeting not 
only directly contradicts the 
sworn testimony of Rebozo, 
but  also contradicts the 
Pi'esident's own account of 
the handling of the $100,000 
contribution from t h e 
Hughes corporation. 

Rebozo has acknowledged 
having difficulty in return-
ing the $100,000, after he de-
cided to do so early last 
year. Senate investigators 
previously had determined  

that the cash was returned 
to a,- Hughes representative 
in a New York bank last 
JUlie 27. The delivery was 
made, according to the sen-
ate testimony, by William 
Griffin, Abplanalp's attor-
ney and business associate. 

The Times' sources would 
not definitely say how the 
committee investigators had 
traced Rebozo's visit to the 
Catskills last June — within 
a week or so of the cash de-
livery by Griffin. One source 
pointedly noted, however, 
that the committee has sub-
poenaed all of Rebozo's tele-
phone records, leaving the. 
inference that his visit was 
traced through long-distance 
toll calls. 

The Times' sources de-
scribed Griffin as a poten-
tially key witness. 

Griffin, reached by tele-
phone at his home, con-
firmed that he delivered the 
$100,000 in cash to the New 
York bank last June. Asked 
about the Senate commit-
tee's theory about Abplan-
alp's involvement, he said, 
"My only comment is that 
it's another Senate Water-
gate committee fantasy." 

Frates, also reached by 
telephone at his home, said 
he planned to visit today 
with key members of the 
W a t el. gate committee to 
complain a bout what he 
termed- "the twisting and 
perversion of every aspect" 
of hif client's closed-door 
testimony. 

Frates acknowledged that 
Rebozo did meet with Kalm-
bach in the White House last 
April "and talked to him 
about' the $100,000, just as he 
was talking to several peo-
ple about taking it back." 
He repeated Rebozo's asser-
tion, however, that the cash 
supplied by the Hugbes cor-
poration was the same cash 
that was returned. 


