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(UPI)—Frank DeMarco, Jr., 
President Nixon's tax lawyer 
says it is "ridiculous" to be-
lieve that the President 'did not 
know about his tax returns. 
The lawyer is worried that he 
may be made a "scapegoat." 

When asked about a White 
House statement that lie and 
the President had only chatted 
when the lawyer submitted 
the President's 1969 tax return 
to be signed. Mr. DeMarco 
said: "It is ridiculous." 

"What we did was go over 
the return page by page," Mr. 
DeMaroo said in answering a 
White House statement that 
controversial deductions . had 
been made without Mr. Nixon's 
knowledge and without his ap• 
proval. 

Mr. DeMarco said it would 
be ridiculous to believe that he 
and the President's tax ac-
countant, Arthur Blech, had 
made the decisions they did 
without instructions from Mr. 
Nixon or his representatives. 

He said he still believed that 
the deductions that were 
claimedcoukl be defended, but 
perthaps did not show "politi-
cal astuteness" on the part of 
a President. 

`Political Overtones' 
"When you strip away the 

political overtones and the emo-
tionalism, I feel good about 
them," Mr. DeMarco said. "Un-
fortunately, in the real world 
ou cannot strip those cosider-

ations away." 
' The Los Angeles Times re-

ported today that the lawyer, 
in' private conversations with 
friends ''has ferquently voiced 
concern that he and Blech ul-
timately could become scape-
goats, if the President's returns 
were iudged faulty." 

The White, House, in its an-
nouncement on Wednesday that 
the President would pay the 
back taxes, said "Any errors 
which may have been made ... 
were made by those to whom 
he delegated the responsibility 
for preparing his returns, and 
were made without his knowl-
edge and without his approval." 

Ehrliclunan Named 
The Times said it bad learned 

that Mr. DeMarco, in testimony 
to the Congressional joint Com-
mittee that ruled on the Pres-
ident's taxes, said that he was 
operating on instructions re-
layed through John D. Ehrlich-
man, a former White House 
aide, Ind' that copies of the 
Ehrlichrnan directives given to  

the committee and the Internal 
Revenue Service "mak it clear 
that he and Blech were operat-1 
ing ort White House instruc-1  
tions in claiming deductions." 

Mr. •DeMarco testified that 
Mr. Nixon was greatly in-
terested in his 1969 tax return 
and very happy to get a big 
refund, The Times said. 

The lawyer testified to the 
committee last Sunday, after 
President Nixon rele d him 
from the confide 'ality,  con-
straints of the la er-client re- 
lationship. 	3e 1.7A,  R. 


