An Owner of Yankees Indicted
In Ship Concern’s Election Gifts

WASHINGTQON, April 5—
George M. Steinbrenner 3d,
chairman of the American Ship-
building Company and principal
partner in the New York Yan-
kees, was indicted today on 14
felony charges growing from
illegal campaign <contributions
to both Republicans and Demo-
crats.

The indictment, handed up
today by a Federal grand jury
in Cleveland, charged that he
had consented to $51,000 in
'glfts by American Shipbuilding
and authorized $91,000 more
that was paid through fake
bonuses and expense accounts.

“I'm a fighter, not a quitter,”
Mr. Steinbrenner said today in
New York. “I'm totally inno-
cent, and we'll prove it in court,
where the case belongs.”

He said that he had re;ected
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efforts at' a negotiated plea* to
a single count. If convicted, he
would face maximum penalties
of 55 years in prison and fines
of $110,000 on the 14 counts.™
Mr. Steinbrenner, 43 years -
old, of Bay Village, Ohio, is the
first corporate executive to be
indicted on {felony charges

{growing from the Watergate in-

vestigation . of campaign fi-
nances. His indictment was
signed by the special ‘prosecu-
tor Leon Jaworski, Nine other
corporate  executives wére
charged with misdemeanors.
The indictment was announced
in Washington by Mr. Jaworski.
The company was charged

with one count of conspiracy

and one count of making an’
illegal campaign contribution
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and could be fined $15,000.
The indictment charges Mt.
Steinbrenner with one count of
conspiracy, five counts of will-
ful. violation of campaign fi-
nance laws, two of urging .
others to make false statements
to Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion agents, four of obstruction
of justice and two of obstruc.
tion of a criminal investigation.

Steinbrenner do not.involve his
role ' with the Yankees, The
team is owned by a partner-
ship.: Mr. Steinbrenner is .the
general partner and acts as op-
erating head of the team; 17
others are limited partners., Hé

opening game to avoid any pos-
sible ' embarrassment to his
guests.

- Co-Cohspirators Named
Named as unindicted co-con-

spirators in the case were Rob-

ert E, Bartlome, secretary of
American Shlpbmldmg, and,
Stanley J. Lepkowski, treasurer
and controller.

The conspiracy count charg-
es that the three men “‘would|
select a group of trusted em-|:
ployes. who were  to receive
what appeared to be bonuses—
and who would be djrected to
contribute _the net proceeds

after taxes from these bonuses_

to candidates.””

It alleged that Mr. Stembren-
ner “wou]d also direct the sub-
mission of fictitious expense
vouchers” to create “a ‘cash
fund.” Employes ‘would be
|asked to give money to a can-
didate or political event and
then be reimbursed from the
cash, fund, it was charged.

The indictment . also stated
that Mr. Steinbrenner would
select the candidates and

The charges agairst Mr.
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- from . Ohio:-

- Senator

to ‘the Republlcaﬂs

er Republxcan Representatlve
Senator - Vance
Hartke, Democra:t ‘of Indiana;
‘Daniel K, Inouye.
Democrat of Hawali, and 'Presi-
dent Nixon.

Donations also allegedly went
Senate-
House Majority Dinner and the
Democratic Congressional Din-
ner Committee. The dates of
the payments were said to

- range from September, 1970
- to April, 1972,

The indi¢ctment also charged

. that during F.B.I. and grand

'. : . jury investigations.in August,

said in New York today that he FEKEEEE.
‘would not attend tomorrow’s |[EEENEERE

. E—r——
George M. Stembrenner 3d

amounts Then Mr. Bartlome
would direct the employes to
make out personal checks.

It was- further charged that,
in January, 1973, “a company-
wide pattern of giving bonuses
would be established to camou-
flage the bonuses that had al-
ready been given.”

“The defendant Steinbrenner
would cause the destruction
and alteration of records and
the creation of false and mis-
leading records concerning the
payment of bonuses by the
defendant, the American Ship-
building Company," the indict-
mment said,

Donations

were . allegedly

'|made to committees supporting

Representative  Charles A,
Mosher, Republican  of Ohio;
the late Frank T. Bow, anoth-

.

| 1973, Mr. Steinbrenner urged
‘others to lie.

In a statemént issued . by

spokesmen in New ank and
Cleveland, Mr. Steinbrenner
said that he was breaking a
six-month silence, and that ne-
gotiations on-a plea had been
going on for some time.

‘The statement said in part

“There was no way I could
plead ‘guilty to a ¢ arge ‘in-
volving willful conspiracy. to
violate [campaign contribution
laws] or willful conspiracy on
any other charge that may he
part of an indictment, because
I just am not guilty of any
such violations.

“And, while the az%
mdnctment and trial will welgh
heavily, I would be less than
worthy of my family and a lot
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of true and loyal frlends lt I”' '

did not fight for what I belie@e
isright.

“Im sure that my invo}ve-
ment as chairman of two na-
tional Democratic Congression-
al dinners in 1969 and 1970 has .
focused ‘much attention on' my
company and me, but I do.not«
regret that I worked to help
preserve the Democtatic party.
at a time when they were des-"

1

perately -in need of help. =~ ...

“I have deep respect for most'’
all of the legislators who serve:!

in Washington, and it is tQn.;
of|bad that the nation tendswtos.

regard all people in political, of:,.,
fice today as wrangdoers. It-is

just not so.” e s
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