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Mr. and Mrs. Dwight Chapin were surrounded by 
newsmen after Chapin's conviction of perjury 

Ex-Nixon Aide Is 
Guilty of Perjury 

Washington 

Dwight L. Chapin. presi-
dent Nixon's former appoint-
ments secretary, was found 
guilty yesterday of lying to a 
Watergate grand jury. 

T h e special Watergate 
prosecutor's office thus won 

- the - first case • it brought • to 
trial. 	 - 

Chapin. who worked. for 
four years in an office adja-
cent to the President's, was 
convicted of makihg two 

false statements to a grand 
jury last April about his re-
lationship with Donald H. 
Segretti 

Segretti pleaded guilty to 
distributing bogus campaign 
literattlie about Democratic 
presidential candidates and 
served m ore -  than four 

— months of a six-month,' priS-
on sentence. 

U.S. Judge Gerhard A. Ge-
sell said. Chapin would be 
sentenced on May 16. 	. 

He faces a maximum.sen-
tence of 10 years in prison 
and a $20,000 fine, but the 
actual sentence is expected 
to be considerably less se-
vere. 

Chapin was convicted of 
lying to the grand jury in 
the following two exchanges: 

Q. To your knowledge. did 
Mr. Segretti ever distribute 
any statement of any kind. 
or any campaign_ literature 
of any kind? 

.1. Not that I am familiar 
with. 

Q. Did you ever express 
any interest to him. nr gil;e 
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P'Erge  I  
him any directions or - in-
structiorts with respect to 
•_any, single or particular cae-
ditinle7 

A. Not !fiat f recall. 

' The jury deliberated for 
11 kt hours before returning 
a verdict. 

The jury acquitted Chapin 
of one count and -part of an- 
other, and Gesell dismissed 
one count before it ever 
went to the jury. 

Chapin took the witness 
stand in his own defense 
Wednesday and contended 
that 'he had told the literal 
truth in his exchanges with 
the grand jury. 

He said that he did not 
know that Segretti personal-
ly had distributed any.,the. 
literature and that, while he. 
had given Segretti general 
instructions, he had not told 
him to concentrate on any 
specific candidate. 

Segretti himself was the 
principal government wit-
ness. lie testified that he 
had regularly sent Chapin 
copies of the materials he 
was, pasking out—some of • 
which Segretti conceded was 
scurrilous—and that Chapin 
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had tqld him to try to dis-
riiPt the campaign of ;Sena-
tor Edmund S. Muslde of 

■Maine. In addition, thepros-
ecutors produced a note in 
Chapin's handwriting i n 
Which he urged Segretti to 
take action against Muskle. 

Chapin is the eighth one-
time White House aide to be 
convicted since the break-in 
the Democratic national 
headquarters in June, 372: 

He left the White House 
staff in early 1973 to become 
an executive of United Aar 
Lines and was placed on un-
paid leave after he was in-
dicted last December_ At the 
time,..,a, United spokesman 
said that Chapin would be 
asked to resign if he were 
convicted. of a crime. 

who is 33. sat ex-
pressionless as the jury's 
verdict was announced. Aft- 

Gesell dismissed the jury 
44 set the date for sentenc-
lug; Chapin walked to the 
rear of the courtroom and 
kissed his wife, Susan; who 
was in tears. 

He later told reporters, 
"rm going to continue to 
fight for my innocence. On 
the, day I was indicted, I 
went out on my front lawn 

–anal  said I was innocent. I 
intend to fight this thing aU 
the -way through." 

.The charges against Chap-
in did not involve the Water-
gate burglary or even politi-
cal spying and sabotage but 
simply whether he told the 
'truth when he testified un-
der oath before the grand 
jury. • . 	. 

Chapin's duties in the 
' White House were principal-

ly administrative and cleri-
cal. jie was not involved in 
pone- making. 'But he er-
ranged t he President's 
schedules and travel and 
ivent- with Mr. Nixon to 
Cbirtd-  In 1972. 

	

H., 	Haldeman the former 
lw-  as especially'close to 

.,  
House chief of Staff. 

One:,  person who was famil-
iar with White House opera-
tions 'dewing the First - four 
yea,ri of the Nixon's admin-
istration described him as 
"Haldeman's Haldeman -
the-one who harried Halde-
man's coat whetillaldernan 
cei*rid the lifeitfent's. 

Mk." 

Net. York Times 


