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George | M. Stembrenner

111, chairman’ of the Ameri-
can Shlpbulldmg Co. ‘and
principal partner in the New
York Yankees. was indicted
yesterday. on 14 . felony’
charges growing from ille-
gal campaign contributions
to . both Repubhcam and iy
Democrats.

The .indictment. 11anded up-'
by .a- federal grand jury in
Cleveland, .charged that he ' .
consented to $51,000 in gilts
by American Shlpbmldmﬂ L]

and. authorized . another

$91.000 paid through [ake ho-" .-

nuses and expense accounts,
“I'm afighter, not a quit-

ter " S!embrenner said yes-

terday in. New York.: “I'm

totally - mnocent ‘and we'll
prove it in courl. where the

case belongs.™

Ie said he had rejected ef-
forts at a negotiated. pleato -
a single count; Steinbrenner’
could 'face the maximum .
penaities under-the law: 855

vears ‘in pnsnn and l‘meq n[--'._-

$11,000: . -
’ilemhlenner, who isag

and is I[rom Bay Village,

Ohio, *is the first corporate °
executive" indicted on [elony .-
charges growing - from' the"
Watergate investigation mln ;
campaign finances. His in-
dictment was_signed by. spe-—
cial prosecutor Leon Jawor-
ski.. Nine other corporate ex-
ecutives were charged w:th :
misdemeanors. - - '

“The “American - bhlpbmld
ing Co.: was ‘charged with
one.count:of consplracy and
one count of. making an ille-
gal  campaign : contribuiion’
The. company could be fmed
$!5 000 3

" The" lndictment'- Lhargeq
Steinbrenner with one count
of conspiracy, five counts of -
willful ‘violation of campaign
finance laws, two counts:of*
urging others to make false
statements : to ' FBI 'agents:
four counts' of obstrucuon of
Justice and two counts of ob-;
structing a criminal investl-
gation, '

The charges agai nst Stein-
brenner do not involve his
role with the Yankees. The
team is owned by a partner-
ship. -

Steinbrenner is the gener-
al partner and acts as oper-
ating head of the team. Sev-
enteen other persons are
limited partners.

Named as unindicted
co-conspirators in the case
were Robert E. Bartlome.
secretary of American Ship-
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building, and Stanley J. Lep-
kowski, treasurer aned con.
Lroller. '

The conspiracy count
charges Lhe . tliree  men
“would select a group of
trusted employes who were
lo receive what appeared to
be bonuses — and who
would be directed to conirih-
ute the net proceeds after
taxes from these bonudes to
‘candidates.

It alleged that Steinbreh-
ner “would also direct the
submission on fictitious ex-
pense vouchers” to create
“A cash fund.” Employees
would be asked to give mon-
ey to a candidate or political
event .and then be reim-
bursed from the cash fund,
it charged.

. The indictment also staled
that Sleinbrenner would se-
lect candidates and
amounts, Then Bartlome
would direcl the employees
to make out personal
checks.

It further charged that in
January, 1973, “a company-
wide. pattern of giving bo-
nuses would be established
to camouflage the bonuses

that had already been given.

“The defendant Steinbren-

* ner would cause the destrue-

tion and alleration of rec-
ords and the ecreation of

' lalse and misleading records

concerning the payment of
bonuses by the defendant.
the American Shipbuilding
Co.” it stated.

Using this system.. dona-

- Hons were allegedly made to

cominittees supporting Rep-
resentalive  Charles &.
Mosher, (Rep-Ohio); the late

Frank T. Bow, another Re-
publican representative
from Ohio; Senator Vanece
Hartke (Dem-Ind.|; Senator
Daniel K. Inouye {Dem-
Hawaii). and President Nix-
o, the indictment says. !

Donations also went to the
Republican’s  Senate-House
majority dinner and the
Democratic  Congressional
dinner commitiee. The dates
of 1he payments ranged
{rom September,’ 1970, to

April. 1972, '

The indictment afso
charged that during FEI and
grand jury investigations in
Augusl, 1973. Steinbrenner
urged others to lie.
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GECRGE STEINBRENNER, CHAIRMAN OF AMERICAN SHIPBUILDING CC
"~ He was indicted on charges of violating campaign finance laws



