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Support
For Nixon

Shaken

By David S. Broder
Washington Post Staff Writer |

His $467,000 back tax pay-
ment will leave President Nix-
on’s public support as shaky
as his bank balance, most po-
litical leaders said yesterday.

Republican National Chair-
man George Bush and a few
other GOP loyalists asserted
that the American people will,
compliment Mr. Nixon for.
paying up, rather than contest-
ing, the claim by the Internal )
Revenue Service.

But most Republicans and
virtually all Demoecrais con- -
tacted in an informal survey
yesterday said the six-figure
settlement on taxes owed dur-
ing the first four years of his
presidency was “obviously
damaging” to the ‘embattled
Chief Executive.

That assessment came from
Sen. Bill Brock (R-Tenn.),
chairman of the Republican
Senatorial Campaign Commit-
tee. Predicting that “there’l1
be a negative reaction on the
part of the American public,”
Brock said it wag helpful that
Mr. Nixon had kept his pledge
te “pay whatever -was. due .
without any quibbling.”

“But,” he concluded, T
think this has been obviousty
damaging.” M

That comment  wag echoed
—with minor variations—by
most other Republican and
Democratie campaign officials.
Bush, the top GOP spokes-
man, took a more hopeful
view. “ ol

“It appears the President
got lousy tax advice,” he said,
“but to his credit, he said to
get it all out in the open.”

“He took one tremendous st
nancial wallop,” Bush said, ¢a
lot more than his lawyers feel
he really owes. But no fraud
has been alleged; both Demo.
crats and Republicans on the
[Joint Internal Revenue] Com-
mittee have complimented
him; and I think the Ameriecan
people will, too.” .

Bush’s  opposite number,
Democratic National Commti-
tee  Chairman Robert’ 5.
Strauss, said the tax bily
would have “an adverse politi-
cal impact” on the President,
even though “there is nothing
to indicate any illegality _in
the findings.” R

“I just think this is an isSue:
the public will react to,’ :
Strauss said. “Fairly or un.
tairly, that’s the political fact
of life.” :
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L‘ Several politicians cited
Jnecdptes yesterday indicating
t«%ere already is such a reac-
tion. Sen. Lloyd Bentsen (D-
Tex.), chairman of the Demo-
dratic Senatorial Campaign
Committee, was in Ohio for a
sbeech. He said he had been
- -asked by an elevator operator,
“What kind of deal is it when
* I-pay more taxes than the
i President?
. Bentsen said he thought Mr.
Nixon’s decision to pay the
fr‘ull amount claimed, rather
than take an appeal to court,

- dwill cut both ways. It may

have moderated the criticism
tp a degree, but it was obvi-

- gusly an admission he: had
.1+ taken deductions that weren’t

4

» % proper. I'd have to say it has

o S

hurt his position.”

- Rep. Wayne Hays (D-Ohio),
chairman of the Democratic
Congressional Campaign Com-
mittee, reported a phone call
from an angry businessman-
constituent who urged him “to

-~ introduce a bill saying nobody

* has to pay his taxes until he

gets caught, and then there’s
no penalty.”

“The average citizen under-
stands this tax business more
than he does Watergate,” Hays
said. “I don’t see how it can
help him.” . :

Disagreeing somewhat, Rep.
Bob Michel (R-Ill.), chairman
of the Republican Congres-
sional Campaign Committee,
said the President's decision
to pay the bill “sure as heck
helps the situation.”

“He gambled and lost and
now he has to pay the piper,”
Michel remarked, “but I was
sure- happy to see he decided
not to fight this thing down to
the wire, as he had a right to
do.”

Two Midwest Republican |-
chairmen took opposing views
df the situation. ;

Michigan GOP chairman
William McLaughlin said, “It
might be a plus factor,” noting
that ‘people had been condi.
tioned to expect a “big bill, so
it was not that much of g
shock.: And -paying immiedi-
ately, without a legal hassle,
may be a plus.”™ g

In neighboring Ohio, GOP
chairman Kent MecGeough
said, “Paying up was a helpful
thing, but it doesn’t undo ~t'hei
damage. When people com-
pare their own tax hill to that
of the President . . . they re-
act adversely. I've always felt
in Qhio that the personal af-
fairs of he President were"
more damaging to him than
some of the other revelations.”

Ways and Means Committee |
chairman Wilbur Mills  (D.|
Ark.), who had predicted the
tax report might force Mr,
Nixon to resign, said ‘in aj
statement that h e was
“pleased” with the President’s
decision to “get the matter be-
hind us.” |

Rep. Al Ullman (D-Ore.), No.
2 Democrat on the committee,
said, “My best guess is that
this wil] legally close out the
tax matter, but politically it
will be another disaster for
the President.” -




