
P
rosecu

tion
 R

ests in
 M

itch
ell C

ase; M
istrial 

A
sked 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

'', B
y M

A
R

T
IN

 A
R

N
O

L
D

 
T

he —
G

o
v
ern

m
en

t rested
 its 

li • in
al co

n
sp

iracy
 case y

es-
—
:- a

g
a
in

st Jo
h

n
 N

. M
it-

f a
n
d
 M

a
u
ric

e
 H

. S
ta

n
s,  

"
th

e
 d

e
fe

n
d

a
n

ts im
-

a
te

ly
 file

d
 m

o
tio

n
s fo

r 
d

isiiiiS
ial an

d
 m

istrial. 
T

h
ese w

ill b
e -arg

u
ed

 o
rally

 
today. and probably ruled upon 
b
y
 irig

h
tfall, an

d
 th

en
 th

e d
e-

fen4). -  is ex
p
ected

 to
 start its 

preS
entation tom

orrow
. 

D
U

rin
g

 th
e 3

1
 d

ay
s o

f th
is 

trial''so
 far, 4

0
 w

itn
esses h

av
e 

testified
 fo

r th
e p

ro
secu

tio
n
, 

in
clU

d
in

-g
 Jo

h
n

 W
. D

ean
 3

d
, 

P
resident N

ixon's form
er coun-

sel, an
d
 F

. D
o
n
ald

 N
ix

o
n
, o

n
e 

o
f th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t's b

ro
th

e
rs. 

M
oki'of the G

overnm
ent's w

it-
n
e
sse

s h
a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 re

lu
c
ta

n
t 

w
itn

esses, an
d

 m
an

y
 o

f th
em

 
h

a
v

e
 b

e
e
n

 c
le

a
rly

 h
o

stile
 

to the prosecution. 
T

he P
resident's other brother, 

E
d

w
ard

 C
. N

ix
o

n
, is ex

p
ected

 
to 

testify
 fo

r th
e d

efen
se. 

M
r. M

itchell, form
er A

ttorney 
g
en

eral, an
d
 M

r. S
ten

s, fo
rm

er 
S

ecretary
 o

f C
o

m
m

erce, are 
accu

sed
 o

f attem
p

tin
g

 to
 im

-
pede a S

ecurities and E
xchange 

C
o
m

m
issio

n
 in

v
estig

atio
n
 o

f 
R

obert L
. V

esco, a financier, in 
exchange for a secret, $200,000 
cash

 co
n

trib
u

tio
n

 m
ad

e b
y

 M
. 

V
esco

 to
 P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n

's re-
electio

n
 cam

p
aig

n
. B

o
th

 m
en

 
w

ere lead
ers o

f th
e cam

p
aig

n
. 

N
ature of C

harges 
In

 a
ll, th

e
y

 a
re

 jo
in

tly
 

ch
arg

ed
 w

ith
 o

n
e co

n
sp

iracy
 

co
u
n
t an

d
 th

ree o
b
stru

ctio
n
 o

f 
ju

stice co
u

n
ts; an

d
 each

 is ac 
cu

sed
 o

n
 six

 p
erju

ry
 co

u
n

ts. 
T

he thrust of the defense m
o-

tio
n
s filed

 y
esterd

ay
 w

as th
at 

th
e G

o
v

ern
m

en
t h

ad
 failed

 to
 

p
ro

v
e eith

er th
e co

n
sp

iracy
 

count or the obstruction of jus-
tice charges. 

'E
v

ery
 p

ro
secu

tio
n

 w
itn

ess 
h

as d
en

ied
 an

y
 attem

p
t o

r en
-

d
eav

o
r o

n
 th

e p
art o

f M
itch

ell 
o

r S
tan

s to
 'fix

' th
e V

esco
 in

-
v
estig

atio
n
 o

r ev
en

 to
 in

flu
-

en
ce it in

 V
esco

's fav
o
r," ac-

cording to the m
ain defense m

o-
tion filed yesterday, w

hich w
as 

e
n
title

d
 "D

e
fe

n
d
a
n
ts' Jo

in
t 

M
em

o
ran

d
u
m

 to
 D

ism
iss th

e 
Indictm

ent." 
M

otion for D
ism

issal 
"A

t b
est th

e ev
id

en
ce ten

d
s 

to support an intention on V
es-

co
's p

art to
 in

flu
en

ce th
e in

-
v
estig

atio
n
, b

u
t n

o
 ev

id
en

ce 
su

p
p

o
rts an

y
o

n
e's ag

reem
en

t 
th

erew
ith

," th
e m

o
tio

n
 say

s, 
"a

n
d

 m
o

st sig
n

ific
a
n

tly
 in

 
term

s o
f th

is trial, th
ere is n

o
 

ev
id

en
ce th

at eith
er M

itch
ell 

o
r S

tan
s d

isch
arg

ed
 V

esco
's 

purpose." 
T

h
e filin

g
 o

f th
ese m

o
tio

n
s, 

o
f co

u
rse, are ro

u
tin

e fo
r an

y
 

trial at th
is stag

e o
f th

e p
ro

-
ceedings, after the G

overnm
ent 

h
as rested

 its case. It is also
 

n
o

t u
n

u
su

al at th
is stag

e fo
r 

a ju
d
g
e to

 d
ism

iss so
m

e o
f th

e 
charges against a defendant, or 
d

efen
d

an
ts. O

b
serv

ers ex
p

ect 
Judge L

ee P
. G

agliardi, w
ho is 

p
resid

in
g

, to
 d

ism
iss at least 

one count, and perhaps several.' 
It is g

e
n

e
ra

lly
 c

o
n

c
e
d

e
d

, 
even in private by the prosecu-
to

rs, th
a
t th

e
 stro

n
g

e
st e

le
-

m
en

ts o
f th

e case ag
ain

st th
e 

d
e
fe

n
d

a
n

ts a
re

 th
e
 p

e
rju

ry
 

co
u
n
ts. In

 th
e m

o
tio

n
s filed

 
y
esterd

ay
, th

ere w
as n

o
 m

en
-

tio
n
 o

f th
ese co

u
n
ts. 

T
h

e
re

 h
a
s
 b

e
e
n

 d
ire

c
t 

evidence presented that, if 
n

o
t refu

ted
, sh

o
w

s th
e d

efen
-

d
an

ts d
id

 in
d
eed

 co
m

m
it p

er-
ju

ry
. T

h
e
 o

n
ly

 w
a
y
 th

a
t 

ev
id

en
ce can

 b
e refu

ted
 is b

y
 

p
u

ttin
g

 M
r. M

itch
ell an

d
 M

r. 
S

tan
s o

n
 th

e w
itn

ess stan
d
 to

 
testify

 fo
r th

em
selv

es. 
P

erjury E
vidence 

T
h

e p
erju

ry
 ev

id
en

ce so
 far 

co
n

sists o
f tran

scrip
ts o

f th
e 

d
efen

d
an

ts' g
ran

d
 ju

ry
 testi-

m
o

n
y

, w
h

ich
 w

as read
 to

 th
e 

ju
ry

 y
e
ste

rd
a
y

 b
y

 K
e
n

n
e
th

 
F

ein
b
erg

, a p
ro

secu
to

r. T
h
is 

!testim
o
n
y
 h

as b
een

 d
irectly

 
co

n
trad

icted
 b

y
 sev

eral o
f th

e 
G

overnm
ent w

itnesses. 
O

n
 th

e o
th

er h
an

d
, m

u
ch

 o
f 

the evidence presented against 
th

e d
efen

d
an

ts o
n
 th

e co
n
sp

ir-
a
c
y

 a
n

d
 o

b
stru

c
tio

n
 c

o
u

n
ts 

h
as b

een
 in

feren
tial; th

at is, 
w

itn
esses h

av
e testified

 th
at 

o
n
e
 o

r th
e
 o

th
e
r o

f th
e
 d

e
-

fen
d
an

ts h
av

e ask
ed

 th
em

 to
 

d
elay

 th
e S

.E
.C

. p
ro

ceed
in

g
s 

an
d
 th

ere h
as b

een
 ev

id
en

ce 
th

at M
r. S

tan
s tried

 to
 co

n
ceal 

th
e
 $

2
0
0
,0

0
0
 c

o
n
trib

u
tio

n
, 

w
hich w

as done. 
B

u
t, e

x
c
e
p

t fo
r o

n
e
 c

a
se

, 
there has been little cause-and-
effect evidence; testim

ony that 
because of a conversation w

ith 
o
n
e o

r b
o
th

 o
f th

e d
efen

d
an

ts, 
o

r b
ecau

se o
f an

 act b
y

 o
n

e o
r 

both, anything illegal w
as done. 

T
h
e S

.E
.C

., in
 th

e en
d
, d

id
 n

o
t 

eith
er d

elay
 its case ag

ain
st 

V
csco or drop it. 

T
h
e ex

cep
tio

n
 is th

at th
ere 

has been fairly strong evidence 
th

at M
r. S

tan
s d

id
 su

cceed
 in

 
getting the com

m
ission to drop 

o
n

e p
arag

rap
h

 in
 its ch

arg
es 

ag
ain

st M
r. V

esco
. T

h
at p

ara-
g

rap
h

 w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e led
 to

 th
e 

disclosure, for the first tim
e, of 

M
r. V

esco's $200,000 contribu-
tio

n
 to

 th
e N

ix
o
n
 cam

p
aig

n
. 

M
r.. V

esco and 41 others have 
been accused of defrauding in-
vestors of $224-m

illion. 
In

 o
n

e o
f th

eir m
o

tio
n

s y
es- 

terd
ay

, th
e d

efen
d
an

ts ask
ed

 
fo

r th
e d

ism
issal •o

f th
ree o

f 
th

e
 o

b
stru

c
tio

n
 o

f ju
stic

e
 

co
u
n
ts o

n
 th

e g
ro

u
n
d
 th

at th
ey

 
d

u
p

licate each
 o

th
er. A

t th
e 

o
n
set o

f th
e trial, Ju

d
g
e G

ag
li-

ard
i in

d
icated

 th
at h

e m
ig

h
t 

d
ro

p
 o

n
e
 o

f th
o

se
 c

o
u

n
ts a

t 
the proper tim

e. 
In support- of its ,m

otions to 
dism

iss the indictm
ent, the de-

fendants contend. that G
. B

rad-
fo

rd
 C

o
o

k
, th

en
 an

 o
fficial o

f 
th

e S
.E

.C
. co

n
tin

u
ally

 b
ro

u
g
h
t 

u
p

 th
e
 V

e
s co

 c
a
se

 w
ith

 M
r. 

S
ta

n
s; ra

th
e
r th

a
n
 th

e
 o

th
e
r 

w
ay

 aro
u
n
d
, an

d
 th

at, th
ere-

fo
re, "th

e G
o

v
ern

m
en

t can
n

o
t 

co
n
ten

d
 th

at S
ten

s is g
u
ilty

 o
f 

a crim
e w

here G
overnm

ent of-
ficials are th

e in
stig

ato
rs o

f 
his conduct." 

M
r. 'C

o
o

k
, w

h
o

 testified
 at 

th
is trial, ad

m
itted

 to
 th

e ju
ry

 
th

at h
e co

m
m

itted
 p

erju
ry

 fiv
e 

tim
e
s b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 g

ra
n
d
 ju

ry
 

and C
ongressional com

m
ittees, 

a
n

d
 sa

id
 th

a
t in

d
e
e
d

 it w
a
s 

h
e
 w

h
o

 a
lso

 b
ro

u
g

h
t u

p
 th

e
 

V
esco

 case w
h

en
 sp

eak
in

g
 to

 
M

r. S
tans. 

T
h
e trial, fo

r all its h
isto

ric 
im

portance —
 they are the first 

form
er cabinet officials to face 

p
riso

n
 in

 5
0
 y

ears—
h
as h

ad
 

few
 m

o
m

en
ts o

f d
ram

a, an
d

 
AnIxT 	

rnnm
ante ^f 

6rnir.  
„
 

_ 
relief. 

John D
ean succeeded in jam

-
m

in
g

 th
e co

u
rtro

o
m

, an
d

 th
e 

c
o
rrid

o
rs o

u
tsid

e
 th

e
 c

o
u
rt-

ro
o

m
, w

ith
 .p

e
o

p
le

, m
o

stly
 

y
o

u
n

g
, w

h
o

 w
an

ted
 to

 see h
im

 
testify

. M
an

y
 o

f th
em

 lo
o
k
ed

 
upon him

 as a sort of folk hero 
w

h
o

, in
 th

e
 w

o
rd

s o
f o

n
e
, 

"w
ould get M

itchell and S
tans." 

T
h

e testim
o

n
y

 o
f F

. D
o

n
ald

 
N

ix
o
n
, w

h
ile n

o
t d

ram
atic in

 
itself, d

rew
 g

reat in
terest, fo

r 
h
ere, fo

r p
erh

ap
s th

e first tim
e 

in
 th

e n
atio

n
's h

isto
ry

, a rela-
tiv

e o
f a sittin

g
 P

resid
en

t, in
 

th
is c

a
se

 h
is b

ro
th

e
r, w

a
s 

ta
k
in

g
 th

e
 w

itn
e
ss sta

n
d
 

ag
ain

st tw
o
 o

f th
e P

resid
en

t's 
closest associates. 

Som
e L

ight M
om

ents 
A

nd there w
as som

e com
edy 

to
o

. M
u

ch
 o

f th
e testim

o
n

y
, 

fo
r in

stan
ce, h

as in
v

o
lv

ed
 M

r. 
V

esco
, w

h
o

 w
as also

 in
d

icted
 

in
 th

is. case, b
u
t w

h
o
 h

as fled
 

th
e co

u
n
try

. H
e h

as b
een

 d
e- 

picted as a scoundrel and a ras-
cal, as an

 astu
te b

u
sin

essm
en

, 
an

d
 as a an

 in
tern

atio
n
al n

am
e 

—
dropper. 
O

ne w
itness testified that M

r. 
V

esco had tried to get his corn-
p

an
y

 to
 in

v
est in

 o
n

e o
f h

is, 
b
u
sin

ess en
terp

rises b
y
 u

sin
g
; 

the defendant nam
es; only, the 

w
itn

ess said
, h

e called
 th

e tw
o
 

o
fficials "M

u
rray

" S
tan

s an
d

 
"B

illy" M
itchell. 

Y
esterd

ay
 an

o
th

er w
itn

ess 
testified

 th
at M

r. V
esco

 h
ad

 
b
rag

g
ed

 to
 h

er th
at h

is p
riv

ate 
airp

lan
e u

sed
 

to 
"b

elo
n
g
 to

 
F

rank S
inatra." 

It h
as b

een
 a trial, so

- far, 
in w

hich, court observers. say, 
an

 u
n
u
su

al am
o
u
n
t. o

f th
e le-

g
al arg

u
in

g
 h

as b
een

 d
o

n
e n

o
t 

in
 p

u
b

lic, b
u

t in
 th

e ju
d

g
e's 

cham
bers. 

T
hese observers also say 

th
at th

ey
 h

av
e rarely

 seen
 a 

trial—
lik

e th
is o

n
e—

in
 w

h
ich

 
th

e
 ju

d
g

e
 in

sists th
a
t th

e
 

law
y

ers refrain
 fro

m
 arg

u
in

g
 

their objections until the court 
recesses, an

d
 th

e ju
ro

rs are 
o
u
t o

f th
e ro

o
m

. B
y
 th

at tim
e, 

th
ese o

b
serv

ers p
o
in

t o
u
t, th

e 
w

itn
ess m

ay
 b

e g
o
n
e, an

d
 th

e 
objection therefore m

oot for all 
intends and purposes. 
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