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ACAPULCO, Mexico, April 3
(AP)—H. R. Haldeman says
that President Nixon “didn’t
know a damned thing about
Watergate” and “he didn’t

sumed guilty until he proves
himself innocent. That’s .ain’t

right, But realistically, that’s

the case. That’s what we have
to deal with.” )

In his two-hour discussion,

know about a cover-up of Wa-

tergate.” .
But Mr. Nixon’s

White House chief of staff
said yesterday that the Ameri-
can public presumed that both
he and Mr. Nixon were guilty

and “that ain’t right.”

Mr, Haldeman said that he
was confident that when his
case was tried he would be ac-
quitted and “the truth will do

it b2l

he disagreed with the premise
that “the country is in a
mess.” He said the Nixon Ad-
ministration had pulled the na-
tion out of “what history will
show are far greater messes,”
including the war in Vietnam.
He conceded that “some-
[thing did go wrong” in the
|operation of the 1972 Commit-
tee for the Re-election of the
President but said that even
the extensive Watergate inves-
tigations had failed to pinpoint

Mr. Haldeman discussed his
more than four years as a top
Nixon eide during a question:
and-answer session with
group of young business execu-
tives from throughout North
America.

His zppearances this week
before the Young Presidents’
Organization ended virtually
a year of seclusion since
leaving the White House.
While the sessions are officially
off the record, a transcript of
Mr. Haldeman’s remarks was
obtained by newsmen.

Court Order Heeded

Mr. Haldeman, who is under
indictment on charges of per-
juty and obstruction of justice,
adhered strictly to Federal
Judge John J. Sirica’s order
that he not discuss specific de-|-
tails of the case, But he as-
serted:

“I know perfectly well that
I am considered guilty until
I prove myself innocent, and
that President Nixon is pre-

fl

ti

ti

cepted
friends early this year to par-

Young Presidents’

the problem.

“One of the .great tragedies

to me of Watergate is the set-
.|back to the enormous number
of initiatives that were under
way and were intended to be
under way in the second term,”
he said.

On a personal note, Mr.

Haldeman said he did not re-

ect on his White House years

with any feeling of bitterness
or vindictiveness and “I hope
not with arrogance.”

Mr. Haldeman said he ac-
an invitation from

cipate in the meeting of the
g Organiza-
on, which is made up of men

who become presidents of com-
panies before they are 40 years
old

Ni_xon Called Soft-Hearted

LOS ANGELES, Aprii 3

(UPI)—Mr. Haldeman told the
meeting that President Nixon’s
greatest weakness was that he
was too soft hearted, unable

to discipline or dismiss peo-
ple, The Los Angeles Times re-
ported today.

Asked what was Mr. Nixon's
greatest weakness, Mr, Halde-
man, according to The times,
replied, “This is one you prob-
ably won’t find credible, but I
think his greatest, weakness is
his soft heartedness at the per-
sonal level.

“He’s a very tough guy in
the abstract. But it is very
hard for him to deal with per-
sonal problems. He has & very
soft heart at the person-to-per-
son human relationship level.
It is hard for him to fire peo-
ple, to reprimand people. He'd
call people in and chew them
out, except for a few of us.

“His chewing out was some-
times indirect and delicate and
sometimes that got in- our
way,” Mr. Haldeman was quot-
ed as saying. - .

Jury Problem Seen ..

Mr, Haldeman told the busi-
ness men that the steady leak
of information about Watergate
and related investigations
showed ‘““a total breakdown of
the grand jury system and the-~
investigative process” safe-
guards on confidentiality.

Asked about the President
“dragging his. feet” on release
of the White House tapes; Mr.

Haldeman said “An awful: lot

of information and knowledge
is being made public, that in .
my opinion—and I know in the
President’s opinion — should
better not be made public, in
the interest of the nation.” .

" He said “the American peo-~
ple do not have the means. by
which to determine the entire

truth in ample or adequate
perspective.” . .
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AUDITIONAL TAXABLE IRCOME BECAUSE OF THE EXPENDITURE OF FEDERAL FUNDS AT THE PRESIDENT'S
: : PROPERTIES IN SAK CLEMENTE AND KEY BISCAYNE :

1952 1970 1971 1872 |
|
San Clemente expenditures;
- Exhaust fan P . SV N SN R, 2 S
Den windows in ne vasesscecacncosassenveasen S5000:00 oo oeeiiriiitinaann T I—
Heating system..... ... - oA 12,988.00 ....

Point gazebo. ...

Boundary suryey: 5,472.58 _.

Sewer.......... 80000 ool i e
Handrails. .. 998,

Paving. ..... . 5, 866. 66

Cabana, stair rail {0 beach, railroad erossing and warningsignals.  3.500.00

Landseape constiuction. ... .. ....ooueoee... wenrnep S | L0 e ————ee
Landscape maintenance. ... P coviceersassses  5,799.00 §15,635.00
Total San Clemente expenditures . .......... cerenenna ... 43,624.75 15,835.00  6,363.28 38100
Key Biscayne expenditures: '
Shuffteboard court ... ... ......_.....cviiuinne. ceenene 1,600.00
Fence and hedge system._..._. ... 12,679.00
Landscz pe construction. ... ....... 3,
Landscape maintenance........ cetecreaccans vesssannusswses’ 1
Total Key Biscayns expenditures........ ceccccscoceranes 15,817.00  2,165.00  3,992.00 ‘2,;'10.00
,Total Fedsral expenditures at San Clemente and Key
Eiscayne. .. oceeeo. ... ORI i SRR ¥+ B ] II.QD.M 1 8,955.28  5,10L.G0
A table by the joint committee staff on income attributed to President Nixon because

of Government expenditures on his estates in California and Florida.




