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F
ord:.  N

eglecting M
r. N

ixon's R
ole in C

R
P

 
V

ice P
resid

en
t G

erald
 R

. F
o
rd

's 
th

u
n
d
ero

u
sly

 ap
p
lau

d
ed

 C
h
icag

o
 

speech denouncing the m
oribund C

om
-

m
itte

e
 to

 R
e
e
le

c
t th

e
 P

re
S

id
e
n
t 

(C
reep) m

ay have sounded new
, but it 

m
erely repeated a 'favorite R

epublican 
ploy to cloud over true responsibility 
for W

atergate. 
F

ord not only absolved the R
epubli. 

can P
arty of com

plicity in W
atergate 

b
li„„b

y
 im

p
licatio

n
, also

 im
m

u
n
ized

 
thi W

hite H
ouse and P

resident N
ixon. 

M
oreover, F

ord's reasoning w
as fuzzy 

enough to bear a deiphic quality. R
e-

publicans w
ere divided over w

hether 
he did or did not intend to criticize the 
P

resid
en

t w
h
o
 elev

ated
 h

im
 to

 n
a-

tional office. T
hus, F

ord at least tem
-

porarily solved the problem
 of separat-

ing him
self from

 the P
resident w

ithout 
alienating him

. 
B

ut to do that F
ord had to m

isrepre-
sent the vital role of the W

hite . H
ouse 

in the 1972 cam
paign and buttress the 

P
resid

en
t's ab

su
rd

 claim
 o

f n
o
n
in

-
volvem

ent in his reelection. 
F

ord's speech to last w
eekend's M

id-
w

estern
 R

ep
u
b
lican

 co
n
feren

ce w
as 

the outgrow
th of his political dilem

m
a, 

a subject of endless private conversa-
tion betw

een him
 and his political ad-

visers. A
s he has traveled the country 

d
efen

d
in

g
 th

e P
resid

en
t, h

is so
arin

g
 

popularity of last N
ovem

ber has drop- 

ped (a net loss of 8 percentage points 
in a trial heat against S

en. E
dw

ard M
. 

K
ennedy, according to the H

arris poll). 
H

ow
 to halt that decline w

ithout alien-
ating the N

ixon hard core? 
T

he answ
er, arrived at by F

ord him
-

self sev
eral d

ay
s b

efo
re th

e C
h
icag

o
 

m
eeting, w

as scarcely an innovation: 
B

lam
e it o

n
 C

reep
. T

h
at's p

recisely
 

w
hat R

epublicans of all stripes, enthu-
siastically

 led
 b

y
 n

atio
n
al C

h
airm

an
 

G
eo

rg
e B

u
sh

,, h
av

e b
een

 d
o
in

g
 fo

r 
m

onths w
ithout causing any great stir. 

F
ord's reiteration of that them

e had 
th

is p
red

ictab
le resu

lt: A
 ro

arin
g
 re-

sp
o
n
se fro

m
 a th

o
u
san

d
 M

id
w

estern
 

R
epublicans (partly, no doubt, because 

of its A
gnew

esque rhetoric attacking 
"an

 arro
g
an

t, elite g
u
ard

 o
f p

o
litical 

ad
o
lescen

ts lik
e C

reep
"). T

h
is h

eap
s 

the blam
e for W

atergate on a defunct 
o
rg

an
izatio

n
 su

p
p
o
sed

ly
 m

an
n
ed

 b
y
 

youthful nonpoliticians, som
e of w

hom
 

m
ay be headed for federal prison. 
T

hus, F
ord joined the horde of R

e-
publican politicians w

ho choose to ig-
nore the fact that C

reep w
as no distant 

relative but an offspring of the W
hite 

H
ouse itself. A

nybody close to the 1972 
reelection cam

paign know
s that it w

as 
to

tally
 an

d
 tig

h
tly

 C
o
n
tro

lled
 b

y
 th

e 
W

hite H
ouse w

ith C
harles C

olson, one 
of several senior N

ixon aides indicted  

in the W
atergate conspiracy, em

erging 
as the dom

inant figure. 
A

t 9:15 each m
orning, C

olson pre-
sid

ed
 o

v
er th

e d
aily

 m
eetin

g
 o

f th
e 

"attack group"—
a cam

paign strategy 
board consisting, of both W

hite H
ouse 

and C
reep officials—

held in C
olson's 

office next,  door to the P
resident's ow

n 
retreat. T

he only challenge to C
olson's 

au
th

o
rity

 cam
e n

o
t fro

m
 th

e fig
u
re-

heads across P
ennsylvania A

venue at 
C

reep but from
 W

hite H
ouse chief of 

staff H
. R

. H
aldem

an. 
F

o
rd

's 'attack
 also

 im
p
licitly

 b
u
t-

tresses M
r. N

ix
o
n
's rep

eated
 claim

 
m

ost recently stated in his i%
farch 18 

H
ouston appearance, of having had no 

tru
e p

art in
 ru

n
n
in

g
 h

is 1
9
7
2
 cam

-
paign. 

In fact, on Jan. 4, 1971, M
r. N

ixon 
d
isclaim

ed
 resp

o
n
sib

ility
 fo

r p
o
o
r 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se staff d

ecisio
n
s A

n
 th

e 
blighted 1970 congressional' cam

paign 
and, by contrast, bragged things w

ould 
be different in 1972: "W

hen I am
 the 

candidate, I run the cam
paign." 

S
en. L

ow
ell W

eicker's com
pilation of 

W
hite H

ouse logs for the period im
m

e-
d
iately

 fo
llo

w
in

g
 th

e W
aterg

ate b
u
r-

glarly, late June 'and all of July in 1972, 
su

g
g
ests th

at M
r. N

ix
o
n
 w

as tru
e to

 
that 1971 prom

ise. A
lthough the P

res-
id

en
t n

o
w

 claim
s h

e w
as p

reo
ccu

-
pied w

ith foreign affairs, the logs show
  

him
 in frequent and protracted confer-

etices w
ith C

olson that sum
m

er, com
-

pared w
ith infrequent, brief m

eetings 
w

ith D
r. H

enry K
issinger. 

W
h
a
t th

e
 lo

g
s su

g
g
e
st is fu

lly
 

backed up by veterans of the 1972 cam
-

p
aig

n
. In

 h
an

d
in

g
 d

o
w

n
 cam

p
aig

n
 

m
arching, orders, C

olson and H
alde-

m
an habitually represented them

selves 
as under the direction of the P

resident 
h
im

self. N
o
r w

as th
ere th

e slig
h
test 

d
o
u
b
t am

o
n
g
 eith

er W
h
ite H

o
u
se o

r 
C

reep underlings that M
r. N

ixon w
as 

paying close attention to cam
paign tac-

tics and strategy. 
F

u
rth

erm
o
re, b

y
 d

eclarin
g
 th

at all 
fu

tu
re R

ep
u
b
lican

 p
resid

en
tial cam

-
p
aig

n
s m

u
st b

e ru
n
 b

y
 th

e reg
u
lar 

p
arty

 o
rg

an
izatio

n
, F

o
rd

 'is ig
n
o
rin

g
 

the political 1  facts o
f life. A

n
 in

cu
m

-
bent president alw

ays runs his reelec-
tion cam

paign, w
ith or w

ithout the par- 
 ty's national- com

m
ittee. 

T
o assert that som

e exotic disem
bod-

ied com
m

ittee of "arrogant, elite" am
a-

teu
rs p

erp
etrated

 all th
o
se ev

ils is an
 

ongoing R
epublican cam

paign to sepa-
rate the party from

 W
atergate w

ithout 
overtly condem

ning the P
resident and 

h
is aid

es. In
 p

u
b
licly

 jo
in

in
g
 th

is ef-
fort, the V

ice P
resident has further en-

hanced his stature in the party at least 
tem

p
o
rarily

 at th
e p

rice o
f en

d
o
rsin

g
 

political fantasy. 


