Donald leon
Teh.s Y ’Vesco
Bid for Aid

By Stephen Isaacs
Washington Post sta'ﬂ Writer

NEW YORK, ‘April 2—F.
Donald Nixon, the older of the
President’s two .brothers, testi-
fied here today. that Robert L.
Vesco attempted to use him in
his fight against a govemment
investigation.

Nixon appeared here at the

trial of two men he identified
fnﬂgu as hig friendd Tahn NI
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Mitchell and ° Maurice H.
'Stans, his brother’s campaign
chiefs and .one-time Cabinet
officers.

In fact, at one time in his
testimony today, Nixon sa-
luted to- Mitchell, with a
‘“Hello, John,” and later said

that - “I. never - talk— to - my
brother about anything — and
John Mitchell was the man
that I was assigned to.”

Nixon, who is retiring in
several weeks as.a vice presi-
dent of the Marriott Corp. be-
cause of ill health, fought
against having to appear in
the. case here. But Judge Lee
P. Gagliardi overrode his ob-
Jections. Nixon-is 50 and lives
in Newport Beach, Calif.

Nixon said he first met
Vesco—who is now a fugitive
living in" Costa Rica—when
Vesco attorney Howard Cerny
brought him to meet Nixon on
the day his New Jersey - com-
pany was first listed on the
New York Stock Exchange.

The government alleges that
Vesco secretly paid $200,000 in
cash to the President’s ré-elec-
tion committee in exchange
for Mitchell’s and Stans’ inter-
vention in an investigation of
him by the Securities and Ex-
change Commission.

Vesco was indicted in this
case, and Cerny, not indicted,
was named as co-conspirator,

Nixon "said that “just. prior
to the election in ,'72,” Cerny
came to see him.

Nixdn cited®. . .the main
thing that he mentioned to me
—the only two - things
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F.- Donald leon, ‘the Presilent’s. oldest .. McKiernan.of Los An geles,’ arrhes at court
broi:hery ucoon:bunleq»ﬁy attorney. §tinley. ‘**tti“tostify in‘the Mitchell-8tans-trial,




-~ . MITCHELL, From Al
'really
there had been a $200,000 con-!
tnpqun - made to... my
. brother’ 5"  campaign,
tha’t "_there was an SEC in-!
vestlgation ‘in. progress wh:ch
would very likely expose this
60 tribution, .and ' he
* fel . this’ probably ‘would
i happen before the election
and he wantéd to get t}ns to
.”the President. -
.. “Isaid, T told him, there was
- 'no way that Icould do this. I
" would not. This has been my
. policy from - the timé my
" ‘brother has ever been in poli-
tics.. I have never taken any-
thing directly to him, nor have
ko used that office for any pur-
< pose for myself or for- any
client or people I work for.”

He told me that'mage in cash. “We didn't get

a"dl\’lxon, “because 1 have made|

-Nixon sald Cerny told, him
.the contribution had been

conversation, and
testified|

;into  the
Cerny knew why,”

it very plam to Cerny that I
did not.want to get involved in
any,way, with anythmg to dof
thh the Vesco case.” .

He said he told Cemy —an
oid -friend. — that Cerny oer-
tainly knew enough people ini
Washington “if he wanted to!

Président.”

“John Mitchell’s: name came
up in that conversation,”, con-
tinued Nixon. “How it. came
up, whether he suggested it or:
whether I did, I don't think I
did, and whether he — 1 sald,
‘John Mitchell is no longer in

g, i
knew,” Preszdent
said, that. his._ telephone calls;

were belng momtored

At Dlsnty World on  Nov 17~ way for him, but L. did oifer to avamst Vi esco”’

1973, the President conﬁrmed‘
that phone taps od

for security: reasons-
brother was aware of |
knew why it was donet

Nixon testified here that “IE
was at my suggestion:that I
would return a calk {o”him|
[Vesko} to inform him a8’ to

whether this envelope’ that hefto

lier tesnmg:e word'i}'A hls ear'the question, Mr. Dean? ;Stanley Sporkin Monday, in |
wanted delivered ‘to. Johni! ¥y Dean replied, “Yes.” and:effect bolstered the testimony
Mitchell at the Essex‘House!The - appearance_ ﬁtook about was gone again. lof Cook here last.week, when
would be accepted by-our gén- two minutes. ..7 . i Vesco’s confidential. secre-!cross-examination cast doubt

eral manager at-the:
House.” (Marrio’rx owns’ the Es-
sex House, a New- York hotel.)

. The enveldpe and “ifs con-
tents have “been introduced as
evidence m the triaL e

Nixon has:™*

DomldP
, Ies than half an houx‘

© % P

for ﬂ:us man

-.the general manager

.
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I " Befére he testiffe egi{ tuss

days ; testifying b"tewgamst-s
Mrb:hel},, and Stans;” retur

‘Itwasa key word, however

Prosecutor John ‘R. “mg the'stand for a second time to-
asked if* he recalled , bemg day ta clarify some of her ear-
asked “Did Mr. Stans tell you, her testimony.

m substance, that he was.

{my son who in turn put Rob- made. many
get this information to the

s M) son Ls work‘ng to get hxm to delete any spe-!
' said: I\xxon, so cific reference to the-contribu-|

. former* general counsel and

Nixon ‘were being “conducted}:; Nxxén fvas on thefzstand for, chairman of the SEC, who tes-|
) jtified here that Stans pres-|

morning, John W.sDean 111, the contribution. -

{'ihe farmer White. House OOUD“ The transcript. Wing told,
sel whe'ispent more thah™twoi pean_ “reflects.

"Edr .What is the correct answer to

go‘ernment and he has an of-:
fice at 20 Broad. maybe he’s-
tge _one _xhat you should* talk,he had returned that call not
* On the weekend of Nov. 10 '0™ his home, but . from
12, 1972, Nixon testified, he:3 Public telephone in Newport
-talked with Vesco twice. The ; Beach. The government has al-
first time came when his son,.ready introduced into evi-
Donald Al ‘Nixon —. who ‘then'dence records of a call made
was -Vesdo's éxecutue assist-;from a public phone in New-
ant — caued him!: _port Beach to New York.

2L did Tecéive a, call- from! \n—on said that “I have
; telephone _ calls
- from telephone booths, as we
\uron said today that. «at all have in busmess but
thxs moment I-'don't know for‘whetherl made a call to him

Pro<ecutor James W. Ray-
~hill pressed Nixon on whether

jert Vesco on,” Saxd Nixon.

sure who.[Donald] works for.”:OF someone else from a tele-
Nixon “testified that Vesco:Phone booth, I don't know

haa contacted him to find out:%here I made a call to him,

how to get “an envelope of; i but I made a call to him from‘

some kind” to Mitchell over;Some telephone.”

that weekend He said he re-! The return of the. call. froml

iturned a call to Vesco that!a public telephone is signifi-!

_weekend to teli him. vant because F. Donald \xxo'x

T " mony of assistant SEC counsel
> “: Robert E. Kushner, who wrote
the complaint that eventually
| was filed against Vesco and 40
complamt‘ other defendants in New York
jon chorges of looting: mutual
lftart. of $224 million. -

I sum, Kushner's testmony
raised questions as has
;other testimony — about, the
role of thenSEC cﬁau-man
! William J. Casey in the Vesco
lmatter Casey now heads the
- that you an-!Export-Import Bank.
wered that QUQSUOH no. Kushner’s' testmony, like
that of SEC enforcement head

Cookds G Bradford Cool\

ured him to" help cover . up!

ry, Shirley Bailey, also took|on whether he was: tesf}{,vm"
truthfully in court.

The prosecution expects to
complete its case by mid-day

Much of the day was occu-| Wednesday. The defense is ex-

working thh Cook and trymg pied. however, with the tesu-tpected to begin’ Fndaw




