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Forqu White House clnef
of staff H. R,  Haldeman said
yesterday hevbelieves Presi-
dent Nixon will come ouf of
th e Watergate scandals

stmngel than he was be-

“fore, and: -stronger than he

would have been had this.

not happened M

He said he is confident the
. President “will regain his
credibility and will unify the
people behind him.”
For the first time since he
resigned a year ago as the
President’s top staff assist-
ant, Haldeman -spelled out

his general views on the en-.

tire presidential staff opera-
tions and on Mr. Nixon's
problems — and his. own —
in a semi-public appearance
before the Y‘ound Presidents
Organization, a i group of
company presidents who
reached that status by the
age of 40.

To make his appearance,
Haldeman had to get court
approval fo leave the United
States.«He is under indiet-
‘harges of perjury,
n of jusfice and
consplracy to obstruct jus-
tice — ‘allin connection with
Watergate and relafed mat-
ters.

Haldeman talked for al-
most two hours to mora than
500 YP‘O ‘members and their
wives.  Newsmen were
barred f1 om the session, but
details of his talk became
available later.

Generally, Haldeman
reasserted his contention
thaf he is innocent of any
crime and ‘the judicial

“The- one thrn(f I ask,”
Haldeman told the bwsmess—
men, ‘“reserve judgment un-
til you are satisfied you do
know the facts — because
you don’t know the facts
)7>e1.‘)1 .

He assailed what he said
has been “a total breakdown
of the grand jury system
and the - 1nve5uaat1w
process™ regarding confi-
dentiality of 1es11mony and
evidence.

Repeatedly, he explessed
what he said was his total
and unbounded admiration
for Mr. Nixon and said he ig

-convinced that his' and the

President’s interests are in

- getting all the facis out.

Haldeman said, “an awful
Iot of information and know-
ledge is being made public
that in my opinion — and I
ko w in the President’s opin-
ion — should hetter not be
made public in the interest
of the nation.””

When he aked ‘if this
meant he felt the American
public . “can’t handle the
truth,” Haldeman said that
some things interrelated
with tapes and conversa-
tions from the White House
are betier kept secret be-

‘cause ‘‘the American people

don’t have the means by
which to determine the en-
tire truth in ample or ade-
quate perspective.”

He cited "as examples,
“the Bay of Pigs, the Cuban
missile crisis, the Yalta con-
ference, the bombing halt in
1968 (in Vietnam}, the per-

_sonal finances ofother presi-

dents and Chappaqmddmk >
& referenge the mvolve- ‘
ment ofSena %

process will so determine,
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