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Ex-Nixon Aide 
Chapin on Trial 

Washington 

The trial of former White 
House Appointments. Secre-
tary Dwight L. Chapin 
opened yesterday with quick 
selection of a jury in the 
courtroom of U.S. District 
Judge Gerhard A. Gesell. 

The trial, expected to last 
about a week, will focus on 
the relationship of Chapin 
and the White House to the 
activities of convicted politi-
cal saboteur Donald H. Se-
gretti during the 1972 presi-
dential primary elections. 

It will be the first criminal 
trial for the Office of Special 
Watergate Prosecutor Leon 
Jaworski. 

Segretti, who was released 
from federal prison at Lom-
poc, Calif., last month after 
servina

b 
 four months and 20 

days for campaign law vio-
lations, will be the prosecu- 
t i o n 's 	lead-off witness 
against Chapin this morn-
ing. 

Chapin, 33, was indicted 
last November o n four 
counts of making false state-
ments to a federal grand 
jury probing the harassment 
and sabotage activities of 
Segretti against`Democratic 
presidential contenders. 

The grand jury charged 
that Chapin lied when he de- 
nied knowledge of Segretti's 
activities for ,the avenge-
ments for SegreitiW pay. 
The two men were class-
mates in the 1960s at the 
University of Southern Cali-
fornia. 

Chapin would face max1.- 
mum punishment of 20 years 
in prison and a $40,000 fine if 
convicted of all four counts. 

Segretti, in testimony be$ 
fore the Senate Watergate 
Committee last Oetober,. 
said he gave Chapin regular; 
detailed reports of his 
"dirty tricks" against Dem-
ocrats in 1971 and 1972. How-
ever, Segretti said h e 
thought up most of the op-
erations himself. 

Segretti acknowledged re- 
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ceiving $45,000 for his work  

from Herbert W. Kalmbach,. 
President Nixon's personal 
attorney. 

Jacob A. Stein, Chapin's,  
defense attorney, told Gesell 
he will seek to prove that if 
Chapin's statements to the", 
grand jury were inaccurete; 
this occurred "'by mistake 
o r - inadvertence." Chapin 
will say he did not intend to 
maket, a false statement, 
Stein "aid. 

He said Kalmbach told 
Chapin he 'had worked out a 
finincial agreement with Se-
gretti,'Btit .Chapin's • know-
ledge of "'these payments 
was only "incidental" and 
there was no reason for him 
to remember the details, 
Stei nsaid. 

Kalmbach and John W, 
Dean III. whom Mr. Nixon 
fired last year as White 
House counsel, will also tes-
tify for the prosecution. Ex-
cerpts of recorded White 
House conversations i n 
which Dean discussed Chap-
in with the President are ex-
pected to be introduced at 
the trial. 

In selecting a largely mid-
dle-class jury of seven men 
a n d  five women, Gesell 
questioned prospective ju-
rors closely about how much 
they'had read about Water-
gate-related cases or had 
heard over radio and televi-
sion. 

Most said they had kept 
abreast of news events but 
felt they could render a fair 
verdict based on the evi-
dence presented' in court. 

The jurors, seven blacks 
and five whites, will be 
sequestered in a nearby Mo-
tel to shield them from news 
stories. and broadcasts aris-
ing from the trial. 
Chapin, who  resigned • 

from his White House job in 
early 1973, was accused of 
lying during a grand jury 
appearance o n April 11, 
1973. He was working at that 
time as a marketing execu-
tive for Unite dAir Lines in 
Chicago, but went on a leave 
Of absence after his indict-
ment. 
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