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S
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ard int's N
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T
h
e q

u
estio

n
 o

f w
h
eth

er Jo
h
n
 W

. 
D

ean
 III w

ill b
e b

eliev
ed

 in
 th

e criti-
cal m

o
n

th
s ah

ead
 m

ay
 d

ep
en

d
 less o

n
 

w
h

at th
e W

h
ite H

o
u

se tap
es rev

eal 
th

an
 o

n
 h

o
w

 m
u

ch
 w

eig
h

t is g
iv

en
 

D
ean

's failu
re to

 tell th
e w

h
o

le tru
th

 
to

 th
e S

en
ate W

aterg
ate C

o
m

m
ittee 

laS
t sum

m
er. 

D
u

rin
g

 th
at lo

n
g

, d
ram

atic w
eek

 
o

v
er n

atio
n

al telev
isio

n
, D

ean
 d

id
 n

o
t 

tell th
e sen

ato
rs th

at h
e h

im
self su

r-
rep

tio
lisly

 d
estro

y
ed

 tw
o

 n
o

teb
o

o
k

s 
kept by W

atergate conspirator E
. H

ow
-

ard
 H

u
n
t. T

h
e im

p
o
rtan

ce o
f th

is co
n
-

cealm
en

t is stressed
 in

 th
e cu

rren
t A

t-
lantic M

onthly by G
eorge V

. H
iggins, a 

fo
rm

er fed
eral p

ro
secu

to
r in

 B
o
sto

n
 

and now
 a bestselling detedtive novelist. 

H
ig

g
in

s w
rites o

f D
ean

: "H
e m

isled
 

p
eo

p
le ab

o
u
t th

o
se n

o
teb

o
o
k
s, w

h
ich

 
w

ill certain
ly

 o
b
lig

e h
im

 to
 ex

p
lain

 to
 

so
m

e d
efen

se law
y
er so

m
e d

ay
, in

 an
 

actu
al trial, w

h
en

 it w
as, really

, th
at 

th
is m

o
st im

p
o

rtan
t w

itn
ess ag

ain
st 

th
e P

resid
en

t started
 tellin

g
 th

e tru
th

." 
In

 p
riv

ate, b
o

th
 th

e W
aterg

ate S
p

e-
cial P

ro
secu

to
r an

d
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se 

'agree w
ith H

iggins.' H
ow

ever, the pros-
ecu

to
rs b

eliev
e D

ean
's stu

n
n
in

g
ly

 in
-

crim
in

atin
g

 testim
o

n
y

  ag
ain

st M
r. 

N
ixon w

ill be corroborated by the W
hite 

H
o

u
se tap

es in
 su

ch
 d

etail as to
 m

ak
e 

th
e H

u
n

t n
o

teb
o

o
k

 affair irrelev
an

t. 
W

h
eth

er it d
o

es w
ell m

ay
 d

eterm
in

e  

th
e fate n

o
t o

n
ly

 o
f th

o
se in

d
icted

 in
 

th
e W

aterg
ate co

v
er-u

p
 b

u
t o

f P
resi-

d
en

t N
ix

o
n

 h
im

self. 

U
n

til recen
tly

, d
eb

ate o
v

er D
ean

's 
c
re

d
ib

ility
 c

e
n
te

re
d
 o

n
 c

o
n
flic

tin
g
 

versions of the fam
ous M

arch 21, 1973, 
O

v
a
l O

ffic
e
 c

o
n
v
e
rsa

tio
n
 w

ith
 th

e
 

P
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en
t. T

h
e tap

e reco
rd

in
g

s, all 
sid

es ag
ree, in

d
icate D

ean
 co

n
fu

sed
 

in
c M

arch
 1

3
 an

d
 M

arch
 2

1
 O

v
al O

f-
fice m

eetin
g

s in
 h
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o
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 testim

o
n

y
. 

E
v

e
n

 so
, th

e
 a

c
tu

a
l tra

n
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rip
t o

n
 

M
arch

 2
1
 m

ay
 p

ro
v
e in

fin
itely

 m
o
re 

d
a
m

a
g
in

g
 to

 M
r. N

ix
o
n
 th

a
n
 to

 
D

ean. In any event, one m
em

ory lapse 
co

n
fu

sin
g

 d
ates is u

n
lik

ely
 to

 d
estro

y
 

D
ean's credibility: 

F
ar.  w

o
rse fo

r star w
itn

ess D
ean

 are 
rep

ercu
ssio

n
s o

f w
h

at th
e th

en
 W

h
ite 

H
o

u
se co

u
n

sel 'd
id

 an
d

 said
 ab

o
u

t th
e 

n
o

te
b

o
o

k
s fo

u
n

d
 in

 H
u

n
t's W

h
ite

 
H

ouse safe after it w
as jim

m
ied by the 

S
ecret S

ervice on June 20, 1972, follow
-

in
g

 th
e W

aterg
ate b

u
rg

lary
. W

h
ile 

h
an

d
in

g
 o

v
er th

e o
th

er co
n
ten

ts o
f th

e 
safe to

 actin
g
 F

B
I D

irecto
r L

. P
atrick

 
G

ray
, D

ean
 k

ep
t th

e n
o
teb

o
o
k
s w

ith
-

o
u
t m

e
n
tio

n
in

g
 th

e
ir e
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n
c
e
 to

 
G
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y
. H

e
 th

e
n
 slip

p
e
d
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e
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ld

er co
n
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g
 h
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p

y
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f N
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o
n
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p
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n
al p
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ers. 

D
ean

 m
ay

 h
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e fo
rg

o
tten

 th
is u

n
til 

Jan
u

ary
 1

9
7

3
, w

h
en

 h
e „o

p
en

ed
 th

e 

fo
ld

e
r a

n
d
 fo

u
n
d
 th

e
 n

o
te

b
o
o
k
s. 

W
hether or not their discovery w

as ac-
cid

en
tal, h

e p
ro

m
p

tly
 sh

red
d

ed
 th

em
. 

D
e
a
n
 w

a
s th

e
n
 w

a
ist-d

e
e
p
 in

 th
e
 

W
aterg

ate co
v
er-u

p
 an

d
 w

an
ted

 at all 
co

sts to
 k

eep
 th

e n
o
teb

o
o
k
s o

u
t o

f th
e 

'hands of governm
ent prosecutors. 

W
hat follow

s is les Is explicable. F
ear-

fu
l h

e w
as 

b
ein

g
 

m
ad

e a scap
eg

o
at, 

D
ean started to talk. B

ut in telling and 
retellin

g
 h

is o
w

n
 law

y
ers ab

o
u
t th

e 
co

n
ten

ts o
f H

u
n
t's safe, h

e n
ev

er m
en

-
tioned the notebooks. N

or did he m
en-

tio
n
 th

em
 to

 th
e fed

eral p
ro
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to

rs. 
U

n
d
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ath
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m

m
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m
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e to
ld
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f rig

h
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u
sly
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jectin

g
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n
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h
rlieh
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g

g
es-

tio
n
 th
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e .d
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y
 th

e co
n
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ts o
f 

H
u
n
t's safe b

u
t—

o
n
ce m

o
re—

 said
 

nothing of the notebooks. 
It is in

co
n
ceiv

ab
le th

at D
ean

's re-
m

ark
ab

le m
em

o
ry

 h
ad

 failed
 so

 co
m

-
p
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te
ly

. A
 m

o
re
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n
a
l p

o
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explanation: D
ean, still seeking im

m
u-

n
ity

 fro
th

 al. fed
eral p

ro
secu

tio
n
 in

 re-
tu

rn
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r h
is testim

o
n
y
, w

as p
u
ttin

g
 

h
im

self in
 tn

e b
est p

o
ssib

le lig
h

t. T
o

 
h

av
e ad

m
itted

 d
estru

ctio
n

 o
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id
en

ce 
b
efo

re th
e S

en
ate co

m
m

ittee w
o

u
ld

 
h
av

e p
ro

m
p
ted

 h
o
stile cro

ss-ex
am

in
a-

tio
n
 fro

m
 R

e
p
u
b
lic

a
n
s a

n
d
 u

n
d
e
r-

m
ined his.efforts to go scot-free. 
W

h
en

 D
ean

 last O
cto

b
er fin

ally
 ac-

cep
ted

 a d
eal fo

r a o
n

e-co
u

n
t g

u
ilty

  

p
le

a
, h

e
 w

a
s S

till lia
b
le

 to
 p

e
rju

ry
' 

ch
arg

es. S
o
, in

 in
terv

iew
s w

ith
 th

e 
p

ro
secu

to
rs in

 N
o

v
em

b
er, D

ean
 su

d
-

d
en

ly
 rev

ealed
 h

e 'h
ad

 d
estro

y
ed

 th
e' 

n
o

teb
o

o
k

s—
a fact im

m
ed

iately
 re-

p
o

rted
 to

 Ju
d

g
e Jo

h
n

 S
irica. 
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g
ru

m
b
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d
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a
t S
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e
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c
u
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L
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 Jaw
o
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i sh
o
u
ld

 h
av
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u
g
h
tl 

D
ean's indictm

ent for perjur,y. 	
fa

e
t' 

sin
ce D

ean
 h

im
self h

ad
 co

rrected
 

S
enate testim

ony, chances of a perjtirY
, 

co
n

v
ictio

n
 w

ere slig
h

t. A
n

d
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p

ress'ed
 w
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to
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4
-1

1-  
D

ean
's testim

o
n
y
 th

at th
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 w
ere 

about to destroy their star w
itness • O

it-
a questionable perjury charge. 

B
u

t D
ean

's lack
 o

f can
d

o
r w

ith
 h

i- 
o

w
n

 law
y

ers, fed
eral p

ro
secu

to
r :an

ch
l, 

th
e S

en
ate co

m
m

ittee d
o
es n

o
t h

elp4. 
m

ak
e h

im
 b

eliev
ab

le. It su
g

g
ests th

at. 
John D

ean is no angel and, even afterk4.  
d

ecid
in

g
 to

 'm
ak

e a C
lean

 b
reast o
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w

ith
h
eld

 im
p
o
rtan

t ev
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en
ce to

 :help3; 
him

self. 
In

d
eed

, if M
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o
n
 h
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 n

o
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h
is fatefu

l d
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e d
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y
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 D
ean
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il 
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. B
u

t th
e secret tap

es, p
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believe, sw
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