
N
Y

Tim
es 

M
A

R
 2 6 1914 T

he P
residential C

onnection 
B

y H
erbert M

itgang 
In

 th
e su

m
m

er o
f 1

9
2
3
, P

resid
en

t 
W

arren G
. H

arding turned to his S
ec-

retary of C
om

m
erce, H

erbert H
oover, 

an
d
 ask

ed
 to

 sp
eak

 to
 h

im
 in

 p
riv

ate. 
W

h
en

 th
ey

 w
ere alo

n
e, th

e p
resid

en
t 

said
 to

 th
e fu

tu
re P

resid
en

t, "If y
o
u
 

knew
 of a great scandal in our A

dm
in-

istratio
n
, w

o
u
ld

 y
o
u
 fo

r th
e g

o
o
d
 o

f 
th

e C
o
u
n
try

 an
d
 th

e p
arty

 ex
p
o
se it 

p
u
b
licly

 o
r w

o
u
ld

 y
o
u
 b

u
ry

 it?" 
S

ecretary
 H

o
o
v
er q

u
ick

ly
 rep

lied
, 

"P
u
b
lish

 it, an
d
 at least g

et cred
it 

fo
r in

teg
rity

 o
n
 o

u
r sid

e." 
P

resident H
arding thought for a m

o-
m

en
t, th

en
 said

 th
at sh

arin
g
 th

e facts 
w

ith
 th

e p
u
b
lic m

ig
h
t b

e p
o
litically

 
dangerous. H

oover asked a few
 probing 

q
u
estio

n
s b

u
t H

ard
in

g
, h

e recalled
, 

su
d
d
en

ly
 "d

ried
 u

p
." A

 few
 m

o
n
th

s 
la

te
r th

e
 g

u
sh

e
r o

f T
e
a
p
o
t D

o
m

e
 

sp
ille

d
 o

v
e
r, d

ro
w

n
in

g
 th

e
 e

ra
 o

f 
norm

alcy in m
uck. 

W
ill R

o
g
ers called

 it "th
e g

reat 
m

o
ra

lity
 p

a
n
ic

 o
f 1

9
2
4
," a

n
d
 th

e
 

p
h
rase can

 b
e ap

p
lied

 ex
actly

 a h
alf-

cen
tu

ry
 later to

 th
e p

arty
, th

e P
resi-

d
en

t an
d
 th

e clo
sin

g
 rin

g
 aro

u
n
d
 th

e 
W

hite H
ouse. 

T
he historical link is clear betw

een 
the troubles of the tw

o P
residents and 

o
f th

eir m
en

. M
r: H

ard
in

g
 av

o
id

ed
 

p
o
ssib

le im
p
each

m
en

t co
n
sid

eratio
n
 

w
hen he died in office before the scan-

dals openly broke around the heads of 
h
is cro

n
ies. M

r. N
ix

o
n
 is try

in
g
 to

 
stave off an im

peachm
ent recom

m
en-

dation by the H
ouse Judiciary C

om
m

it-
tee w

h
ile h

is aid
es an

d
 frien

d
s are 

u
n
d
er in

d
ictm

en
t in

 F
ed

eral co
u
rts 

in N
ew

 Y
ork and W

ashington. 
T

h
e co

m
p
ellin

g
 q

u
estio

n
 is: H

o
w

  

strong is the connection of confessed 
crim

es and alleged w
rongdoing by his 

asso
ciates o

n
 tru

th
 an

d
 th

e P
resid

en
t 

—
betw

een the principal and his legal 
agents operating in som

e cases a few
 

doors dow
n from

 the O
val O

ffice? C
an 

th
e m

ach
in

atio
n
s o

f th
e p

articu
lar 

cases be separated from
 a judgm

ent of 
the P

resident—
or is M

r. N
ixon in the 

public and the C
ongressional m

ind an 
"u

n
n
am

ed
 d

efen
d
an

t" in
 th

e trials o
f 

h
is fo

rm
er aid

es fo
r sp

ecific, serio
u
s 

crim
es? 

"G
o
d
, I can

't b
e an

 in
g
rate," P

resi-
d
en

t H
ard

in
g
 said

, as h
e p

aid
 o

ff th
e 

m
en w

ho had P
ut him

 over w
ith C

abi-
net appointm

ents and then looked the 
o
th

er w
ay

 as th
ey

 co
rru

p
ted

 th
eir 

o
ffices. H

is S
ecretary

 o
f th

e In
terio

r 
w

as im
prisoned eventually for taking 

$125,000 in personal "loans" in return 
fo

r leasin
g
 G

o
v
ern

m
en

t o
il reserv

es; 
his A

ttorney G
eneral w

as indicted for 
a frau

d
 co

n
sp

iracy
. 

T
he indictm

ents against M
r. N

ixon's 
aides go deeper than dollars; the cur-
ren

cy
 w

as p
o
w

er an
d
 co

rru
p
tio

n
 o

f 
the processes of governm

ent. H
is tw

o 
closest loyalists, John D

. E
hrlichm

an, 
ex-dom

estic affairs assistant, and H
. R

. 
H

ald
em

an
, ex

-ch
ief o

f staff, are ac-
cused of conspiracy, lying to the grand 
jury and the F

.B
.I., and obstruction of 

justice. L
ikew

ise, C
harles W

. C
olson, 

ex
-sp

ecial co
u
n
sel to

 th
e P

resid
en

t, 
is ch

arg
ed

 w
ith

 co
n
sp

iracy
 an

d
 o

b
-

struction of justice in covering up the 
W

atergate burglary. C
onspiracy, bur-

g
lary

, w
iretap

p
in

g
, b

reak
-in

, illeg
al 

cam
p
aig

n
in

g
 an

d
 co

v
ert fin

an
cin

g
 -

th
is is th

e catalo
g
u
e o

f h
ig

h
 an

d
 lo

w
 

crim
es in indictm

ents and convictions. 
F

o
r th

e
 first tim

e
 sin

c
e
 T

e
a
p
o
t  

D
om

e, form
er C

abinet m
em

bers are on 
trial. In

 R
o
o
m

 1
1
0
 o

f th
e , F

ed
eral 

C
ourthouse in N

ew
 Y

ork—
w

here the 
R

o
sen

b
erg

s w
ere tried

 an
d
 th

e first 
large C

om
m

unist trial w
as held tw

enty-
five years ago—

form
er A

ttorney G
en-

eral John N
. M

itchell and form
er S

ec-
retary of C

om
m

erce M
aurice H

. S
tans 

stan
d
 accu

sed
 o

f p
erju

ry
, co

n
sp

iracy
 

an
d
 o

b
stru

ctin
g
 a m

ajo
r frau

d
 in

v
es-

tigation. T
hese intim

ates of P
resident 

N
ixon received $200,000 in cash and 

a $50,000 check from
 R

obert L
. V

esco, 
th

e fu
g
itiv

e fin
an

cier; th
e secret cash

 
w

as to be used by the C
om

m
ittee for 

th
e R

e-electio
n
 o

f th
e P

resid
en

t. T
h
e 

quid pro quo, according to prosecution 
w

itnesses, w
as to block an investiga-

tio
n
 b

y
 th

e S
ecu

rities an
d
 E

x
ch

an
g
e 

C
om

m
ission of M

r. V
esco's looting of 

$224-m
illion from

 m
utual funds. 

T
he ubiquitous form

er P
residential 

counsel, John W
. D

ean, an unindicted 
co

-co
n
sp

irato
r, is testify

in
g
 in

 th
e 

M
itchell-S

tans case this w
eek. H

e, too, 
w

as enlisted to stop the S
.E

.C
. inquiry 

in
to

 th
e V

esco
 h

o
u
se o

f card
s. S

o
 

w
ere P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
's b

ro
th

er an
d
 

nephew
 used as pressure-points w

ithin 
th

e A
d
m

in
istratio

n
 b

y
 th

e fin
an

cier 
w

h
o
 w

an
ted

 to
 b

e let alo
n
e b

ecau
se 

h
e g

av
e at th

e o
ffice, th

e rig
h
t o

n
e. 

B
oth the prosecution and the defense 

seek
 to

 m
ak

e u
se o

f W
h
ite H

o
u
se 

m
em

o
s an

d
 tap

es, as th
ey

 arg
u
ed

 in
 

m
o
tio

n
s th

e o
th

er d
ay

 in
 th

e F
o
ley

 
S

quare courthouse, a further rem
inder 

o
f th

e lin
k
 b

etw
een

 th
ese cases an

d
 

w
h
at P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
 d

id
 o

r d
id

 n
o
t 

say about alleged crim
es. 

T
h
ese are lin

k
s th

at M
r. N

ix
o
n
 is 

attem
p
tin

g
 to

 b
eclo

u
d
 in

 an
 effo

rt to
 

avoid the dam
age of guilt by associa- 

tio
n
. H

e h
as called

 fo
r a m

o
rato

riu
m

 
on W

atergate, but there w
as none on 

the T
eapot D

om
e investigation. It con-

tinued for three years into the C
oolidge 

P
residency. N

ow
, from

 the G
rand O

le 
O

pry in N
ashville to the A

strodom
e in 

H
ouston, M

r. N
ixon is taking his ow

n 
case to

 th
e p

eo
p
le, aw

are th
at th

e 
feedback from

 the country as w
ell as 

docum
ented evidence w

ill go into the 
H

ouse Judiciary C
om

m
ittee count. T

o 
som

e obS
ervers the cam

paign succeeds 
partially in taking aw

ay the play from
 

the court cases; but to others it looks 
like playing the piano on the T

itanic. 

H
erbert 

M
itg

a
n
g
 is a m

em
ber o

f th
e 

E
ditorial B

oard of T
he T

im
es. 


