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S
tudy at U

niversity D
isputes P

resident on 'D
istorted' N

ew
scasts 

E
ast an

d
 a g

lo
b

al alert o
f A

ll th
ree stu

d
y

 team
s, ch

eck
-

ing w
ritten, transcripts against 

th
e v

id
eo

 tap
es to

 d
eterm

in
e 

w
h

eth
er th

ere w
as ed

ito
rial 

co
m

m
en

t b
 y

v
o
ice in

flectio
n
, 

p
assed

 fav
o

rab
le ju

d
g

m
en

t o
n

 
th

e n
etw

o
rk

s, callin
g
 th

eir re-
p

o
rts fair, o

b
jectiv

e an
d

 b
al-

anced over-all. 
T

h
e team

 co
v
erin

g
 C

.B
.S

. 
N

ew
s said in conclusion, "W

e 
w

ent on a w
itch-hunt but found 

no w
itches." 

T
hat team

 did, how
ever, crit-

icize o
n

e straig
h

t n
ew

s sto
ry

, 
fro

m
 am

o
n

g
 th

e 2
1

6
 rep

o
rted

 
d
u
rin

g
 th

e tw
o
-w

eek
 p

erio
d
, 

w
h
ich

 it co
n
sid

ered
 u

n
fair to

 
M

r. N
ixon. T

he item
, delivered 

on O
ct. 15 by W

alter C
ronkite, 

toldof the P
resident serving as 

host for dinner for form
er S

ec- 

B
y L

E
S

 B
R

O
W

N
 

T
hree team

s of graduate stu-
d
en

ts in
 b

ro
ad

cast jo
u
rn

alism
 

at th
e A

m
erican

 U
n
iv

ersity
 in

 
W

a
sh

in
g
to

n
 h

a
v

e
 fo

u
n

d
 a

 
charge by P

resident N
ixon that 

telev
isio

n
 n

etw
o

rk
 n

ew
s w

as 
"outrageous, vicious, distorted" 
to

 b
e g

en
erally

 w
ith

o
u
t su

b
-

stantiation. T
he students' find-

in
g

s w
ere b

ased
 o

n
 a stu

d
y

 o
f 

the tw
o-w

eek period before the 
P

resid
en

t's attack
 w

as m
ad

e 
last O

ct. 2
6

. 
B

y
 a co

in
cid

en
ce, th

e stu
-

dents had been taping the eve-
ning new

scasts of all three net-
w

o
rk

s, in
 th

eir en
tirety

 fro
m

 
O

ct 15 to O
ct. 26 for a research 

p
ro

ject in
 a g

rad
u

ate sem
in

ar 
co

n
d

u
cted

 b
y

 P
ro

f. E
d

w
ard

 
B

liss Jr. W
hen M

r. N
ixon m

ade 
h

is c
h

a
rg

e
 a

g
a
in

st th
e
 n

e
t-

w
o
rk

s, th
e o

rig
in

al p
ro

ject—
w

h
ich

 h
ad

 b
een

 to
 stu

d
y

 th
e 

concluding lines of correspond-
en

ts' rep
o
rts fo

r th
eir su

scep
-

tib
ility

 to
 ed

ito
rializin

g
—

w
as 

expanded to an exam
ination of 

w
h
eth

er th
e P

resid
en

t's criti-
cism

s w
ere valid. 

`C
lean B

ill of H
ealth' 

P
ro

fe
sso

r B
liss, w

h
o
 h

a
d
 

su
p
erv

ised
 th

e stu
d
en

ts' co
n
-

ten
t an

aly
sis o

f b
o

th
 th

e tran
-

scrip
ts an

d
 v

id
eo

 tap
es o

f th
e 

n
ew

scasts, said
 th

at th
e in

es-
capable conclusion of their re-
p

o
rt w

as th
at it g

av
e th

e n
et-

w
o
rk

s "a clean
 b

ill o
f h

ealth
." 

A
lth

o
u
g
h
 th

e stu
d
en

ts tu
rn

ed
 

up a few
 instances of question-

able editorial judgm
ent, he said, 

they found "none of the distor-
tions P

resident N
ixon w

as talk-
in

g
 ab

o
u
t." 

In fact, P
rofessor B

liss said, 
th

e stu
d
y
 fo

u
n
d
 th

e n
etw

o
rk

s 
to have perform

ed so objective-
ly in their coverage of a period 
of unusual dom

estic and inter- 

national crisis that the students 
w

ere requested to ask the new
s 

e
x

e
c
u

tiv
e
s a

t a
ll th

re
e
 n

e
t-

w
o
rk

s w
h
eth

er th
ey

 h
ad

 b
een

 
given special instructions from

 
th

eir h
ead

q
u

arters to
 b

e esp
e-

cially
 carefu

l ab
o
u
t an

y
 sh

o
w

 
of bias. A

ll three netw
orks an-

sw
ered that there w

ere no spe-
cial in

stru
ctio

n
s an

d
 th

at th
e 

n
ew

sm
en

 w
ere p

erfo
rm

in
g
 in

 
their usual w

ay, M
r. B

liss said. 
N

ixon S
tatem

ent B
acked 

S
everal W

hite H
ouse spokes-

m
en, including B

ruce H
erschen-

so
h
n
, d

ep
u
ty

 sp
ecial assistan

t 
to

 th
e
 P

re
sid

e
n

t, sa
id

 th
e
 

A
d
m

in
istratio

n
 co

n
tin

u
ed

 to
 

stand by M
r. N

ixon's statem
ent 

on O
ct. 26, w

hich w
ent: "I have 

n
ev

er seen
 su

ch
 o

u
trag

eo
u
s, 

v
icio

u
s, d

isto
rted

 rep
o

rtin
g

 in
 

27 years of public life." 
M

r. H
ersch

en
sah

n
 said

 h
e 

w
as p

u
ttin

g
 to

g
eth

er a list o
f 

sp
ecific ch

arg
es th

at w
o

u
ld

 
docum

ent the P
resident's broad 

in
d
ictm

en
t o

f n
ew

s rep
o
rtin

g
 

o
n
 th

e n
etw

o
rk

s. W
h
en

 co
m

-
p
leted

, h
e said

, th
e list w

o
u
ld

 
be turned over to the N

ational 
N

ew
s C

ouncil. 
T

h
e co

u
n
cil, a p

ro
fessio

n
al 

g
ro

u
p
 fo

rm
ed

 a y
ear ag

o
 to

 
in

v
estig

ate i m
p
o
rtan

t co
m

-
plaints against the new

s m
edia, 

m
ad

e an
 effo

rt to
 ex

p
lo

re th
e 

P
resident's O

ct. 26 charges but 
w

as u
n
ab

le, after sev
eral at-

te
m

p
ts, to

 se
c
u
re

 fro
m

 th
e
 

W
hite H

ouse specific identifi-
catio

n
 o

f th
e b

ro
ad

cast item
s 

th
at p

ro
m

p
ted

 M
r. N

ix
o

n
's 

attack. 
T

he graduate students' report 
n
o
ted

 th
at th

e p
erio

d
 co

v
ered

 
in the survey w

as one in w
hich 

"em
otions w

ere running high" 
in

 th
e co

u
n
try

. A
lo

n
g
 w

ith
 an

 
outbreak of w

ar in the M
iddle 

U
n

ited
 S

tates m
ilitary

 fo
rces, 

th
e tw

o
 w

eek
s en

co
m

p
assed

 
the S

aturday on w
hich special 

W
atergate prosecutor A

rchibald 
C

ox and D
eputy A

ttorney G
en-

eral W
illiam

 D
. R

u
ck

elh
au

s 
w

ere d
isin

issed
 an

d
 A

tto
rn

ey
 

G
en

eral E
llio

t L
. R

ich
ard

so
n

 
resig

n
ed

. T
h
ere w

ere also
 th

e 
subsequent calls for the P

resi-
dent's resignation or im

peach-
m

en
t b

y
 p

ro
m

in
en

t lab
o

r an
d

 
political figures. 

M
r. B

liss, w
h

o
 o

n
ce as a 

n
ew

s ed
ito

r fo
r th

e C
o
lu

m
b
ia 

B
roadcasting S

ystem
, assigned 

the 12 students to three team
s, 

each concentrating on a single 
netw

ork. E
xem

pted from
 their 

co
n
sid

eratio
n
 w

ere co
m

m
en

-
ta

rie
s o

r n
e
w

s a
n

a
ly

se
s, 

w
hich by definition contained 

opinions.  

re
ta

ry
 o

f S
ta

te
 W

illia
m

 P
. 

R
ogers. 
T

he objectionable detail cited 
by the study team

 w
as a refer-

en
ce to

 fo
rm

er S
ecretary

 o
f 

C
o
m

m
erce M

au
rice H

. S
tan

s, 
o

n
e o

f th
e in

v
ited

 g
u

ests, w
h

o
 

w
as id

en
tified

 as "u
n
d
er F

ed
-

eral in
d

ictm
en

t in
 N

ew
. Y

o
rk

 
in the [R

obert L
.] V

esco case." 
T

h
e stu

d
y

 g
ro

u
p

 n
o

ted
 th

at 
"b

y
 p

o
in

tin
g
 o

u
t th

at S
tan

s is 
under indictm

ent, C
.B

.S
. N

ew
s 

w
as deliberately casting N

ixon 
in

 an
 u

n
fav

o
rab

le lig
h

t." 


