
Spectators line up outside the H
ouse Judiciary C

om
m

ittee hearing room
. 

W
XPosf 

R
ow

land E
vans 

A
n
d
 R

o
b
ert N

o
va

k 

T
he 

Preside] It's 

R
epublicans 

W
hile P

resident N
ixon's noncoopera-

tion w
ith the H

ouse im
peachm

ent pro-
ceed

in
g
s is red

u
cin

g
,  h

is stre
n
g
th

 
am

ong R
epublican congressm

an gener-
ally, it is gaining him

 hard-nosed s'up-
p
o
rt • w

h
ere it co

u
n
ts: b

eh
in

d
 clo

sed
 

doors am
ong R

epublican m
em

bers of 
the H

ouse Judiciary C
om

m
ittee. 

T
heir secret caucuses lait w

eek took 
o
n
 an

 in
creasin

g
ly

 p
ro

-N
ix

o
n
 co

lo
ra-

tio
n
, w

ith
 R

ep
. D

elb
ert L

. L
atta o

f 
O

h
io

 as th
e P

resid
en

t's p
o
in

t m
an

. A
 

com
bative conservative w

ith 16 years 
serv

ice in
 th

e H
o
u
se, L

atta w
as as-

signed to a com
m

ittee vacancy in Janu-
ary

 p
recisely

 to
 sh

ep
h
erd

 an
d
 p

ro
tect 

M
r. N

ixon's interests. T
hat w

as nailed 
dow

n personally by R
ep. John R

hodes 
of A

rizona, -the, new
 H

ouse R
epublican 

leader, now
 em

erging as a m
ost valua- ' 

b
le ad

v
o
cate o

f th
e P

resid
en

t's p
o
S

i-
tion and a W

hite H
ouse ally. 

T
h
is p

o
ses a co

n
flict w

ith
in

 H
o
u
se 

R
ep

u
b
lican

 ran
k
s W

h
o
se o

u
tco

m
e 

could determ
ine w

hether M
r. N

ixon is 
im

peached. E
ven though the P

resident 
h
as lo

st R
ep

U
b
lican

 stren
g
th

 o
n
 th

e 
H

o
u
se flo

o
r w

ith
in

 th
e last w

eek
, lie 

has gained Judiciary C
om

m
ittee allies 

' in his attem
pt to cast the im

peachm
ent 

fight in partisan term
s and preoccupy 

the H
ouse w

ith procedural skirm
ishing. 

T
his contrast w

as evident last M
on-

d
ay

 in
 reactio

n
 to

 N
B

S
's `cM

eet 
the 

P
ress" a d

ay
 earlier, w

h
en

 R
ep

. Jo
h
n
 

A
nderson of Illinois, chairm

an of the 
H

o
u
se R

ep
u
b
lican

 C
o
n
feren

ce, criti-
cized

 th
e P

resid
en

t's d
en

ial o
f d

o
cu

-
m

ents to the Judiciary C
om

m
ittee. 

A
s he w

alked onto the H
ouse floor, 

A
nderson braced him

self for vitriolic 
N

ixonite congressm
en. Instead, several 

R
epublican conservatives individually 

co
m

m
en

d
ed

 h
im

 fo
r d

efen
d
in

g
 co

n
-

gressional prerogatives. 
B

u
t th

ere w
as a d

ifferen
t m

o
o
d
 , in

 
M

onday's m
eeting of Judiciary C

om
-

m
ittee R

ep
u
b
lican

A
 w

ith
 th

e p
arty

's 
H

ouS
e leadership. L

atta needled A
n-

derson, considered liberal-to-m
oderate, 

fo
r b

ein
g
 called

 a "co
n
serv

ativ
e" in

 
one new

s account of his television ap-
pearance. M

ore. pointedly, L
atta rec-

o
m

m
en

d
ed

 th
at R

ep
u
b
lican

s w
h
o
 g

o
 

o
n
 n

atio
n
al telev

isio
n
 sh

o
u
ld

 d
efen

d
 

the P
resident„not blast him

. T
hat w

as 
also intended for R

eps. L
aw

rence H
o-

gan of M
aryland and W

illiam
 C

ohen of 
'M

aine, w
ho had criticized M

r. N
ixon's 

noncooperation in televised interview
s. 

T
h
en

 M
i o

rity
 L

ead
er R

h
o
d
es, o

n
e 

of the clev est, m
ost subtle figures on 

C
ap

ito
l A

' l, to
o
k
 o

v
er. H

e g
en

tly
 

chided com
m

ittee R
epublicans for per-

m
itting the com

m
ittee staff to dem

and 
detailed inform

ation about the W
hite 

H
o
u
se in

d
ex

in
g
 sy

stem
. N

o
w

 really
, 

fellow
s, R

hO
des asked, how

 could you 
get sucked into that? 

T
h
ere w

as m
o
re o

f th
e sam

e T
u
es- 

day during -a caucus of Judiciary C
om

-
m

itte
e
 R

epublicans. L
atta argued that 

A
lbert Jenner, the C

hicago super-law
-

yer hired by the com
m

ittee's R
epubli-

cans for the im
peachm

ent proceedings, 
is cooperating too closely w

ith m
ajor-

ity
 co

u
n
sel Jo

h
n
 D

o
ar. L

atta w
as 

stro
n
g
ly

 b
ack

ed
 b

y
 R

ep
s. D

av
id

 W
. 

D
ennis of Indiana, C

harles E
. W

iggins 
of C

alifornia and Joseph J. M
araziti of 

N
ew

 Jersey. 
T

h
eir co

llectiv
e co

n
cep

tio
n
 o

f th
e 

im
peachm

ent' proceedings echoes the 
W

hite H
ouse line: a conspiracy to de-

stroy R
ichard M

. N
ixon. W

hy should 
R

ep
u
b
lican

 co
u
n
sel Jen

n
er jo

in
 th

is 
co

n
sp

iracy
? In

 last w
eek

's m
eetin

g
s, 

L
atta &

 C
o. im

plicitly advocated that 
th

e R
ep

u
b
lican

 co
m

m
ittee m

em
b
ers 

act as the P
resident's defenders. 

M
ore m

oderate R
epublicans on the 

com
m

ittee are trying to appease their 
N

ixonite colleagues. T
hat's partly w

hy 
R

epublicans unanim
ously favor N

ixon 
law

yer Jam
es S

t C
lair's request to be 

present w
hen com

m
ittee staffers take 

d
ep

o
sitio

n
s S

im
ilarly

, th
ey

 ag
reed

 to
 

q
u
ietly

 rem
o
v
e T

h
eo

d
o
re T

etzlaff, a 
lib

eral leg
al asso

ciate o
f Jen

n
er's, 

fro
m

 th
e m

in
o
rity

 staff; T
etzlaff w

as 
accused of —

and denied—
privately ad-

vocating M
r. N

ixon's im
peachm

ent. 
T

he W
hite H

ouse has by no m
eans 

en
listed

 all co
m

m
ittee R

ep
u
b
lican

s. 

R
ep. E

dw
ard H

utchinson of M
ichigan, 

th
e sen

io
r R

ep
u
b
lican

, p
ro

m
p
tly

 re-
jected

 ,R
h
o
d
es' "co

m
p
ro

m
ise" o

f a 
th

ird
 p

a
rty

 siftin
g
 th

ro
u
g
h
 W

h
ite

 
H

ouse evidence. O
ne of the com

m
it-

tee's staunchest N
ixonite,s, R

ep. T
rent 

L
ott of M

ississippi, has indirectly ad-
vised the W

hite H
ouse that refusal to 

supply docum
ents until the com

m
ittee 

issues a bill of particulars against the 
P

resident only hurts M
r. N

ixon. 
N

ev
erth

eless, • m
an

y
 R

ep
u
b
lican

s 
(co

u
n
sel Jen

n
er in

clu
d
ed

) are d
eep

ly
 

tro
u

b
led

 b
y

 th
e d

irectio
n

 tak
en

 last 
w

eek. Instead of assum
ing a neutrality 

th
at w

o
u
ld

 b
est serv

e lo
n
g
-ran

g
e R

e-
publican interests, they fear com

m
ittee 

R
epublicans m

ay increasingly join in 
th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se g

am
e o

f d
elay

 an
d
 

obstruction. 
E

qually distressing to'm
any R

epubli-
cans, R

hodes seem
s to have becom

e an 
enthusiastic partner, in this gam

e, even 
though he w

as originally expected to 
be m

ore, nat less, •independent of the 
W

hite H
ouse than G

erald F
ord as m

i-
nority leader. "I hate to say this," one 
senior house R

epublican told us, "but 
it lo

o
k
s lik

e th
e P

resid
en

t's law
y
ers 

got to Johnny." T
hat w

ould be at least 
a m

o
m

en
tary

 g
ain

 fo
r th

e P
resid

en
t 

but could' lead to ever-greater dangers 
for the R

epublican P
arty. 
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