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... picked for am
bassadorships 

W
XPost 

F
ireston

e, H
o 

M
A

R
 2

 3
 1

9
7
4
 

gson
 N

am
ed E

n
voys 

B
y C

arroll K
ilpatrick 

W
ashington P

ost S
taff W

riter 

P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
 y

esterd
ay

 
announced that he w

ould nom
 

M
ate L

eonard K
. F

irestone as 
am

b
assad

o
r to

 B
elg

iu
m

 an
d
 

fo
rm

er S
ecretary

 o
f L

ab
o
r 

Jam
es D

. H
odgson as am

bassa- 
dor to Japan. 

F
ire

s
to

n
e
, s

o
n
 o

f th
e
 

fo
u
n
d
er o

f F
iresto

n
e T

ire &
 

R
ubber C

o., w
as a m

ajor con• 
tributor to the 1972 N

ixon re-
election cam

paign. H
is. nom

i-
nation is expected to set off a 
b
attle in

 th
e S

en
ate F

o
reig

n
 

R
elations C

om
m

ittee because 
of its opposition to am

bassado-
ria

l p
o
sts fo

r b
ig

 p
o
litic

a
l 

givers. 
F

iresto
n
e g

av
e 8

1
1
5
,0

0
0
 to

 
th

e 1
9
7
2
 cam

p
aig

n
 an

d
 h

is 
tw

o
 b

ro
th

ers, th
e late H

arv
ey

 
C

. F
irestone Jr., and R

aym
ond 

C
. F

irestone, gave $48,712 and 
$64,441, according to reports 
file

d
 w

ith
 th

e
 c

le
rk

 o
f th

e
 

H
o
u
se an

d
 th

e G
en

eral A
c-

counting O
ffice. 

H
odgson is senior vice presi-

d
en

t o
f L

o
ck

h
eed

 A
ircraft 

C
o
rp

. H
e w

as n
am

ed
 u

n
d
er 

secretary of labor in 1969 and 
in

 1
9
7
0
 b

ecam
e S

ecretary
 o

f 
L

abor w
hen G

eorge P
. S

hult 
left th

e p
o
st to

 b
e d

irecto
r o

f 
the O

ffice of M
anagem

ent and 
B

udget. 
H

odgson resigned his C
abi- 

net post after the 1972 election 
an

d
 retu

rn
ed

 to
 L

o
ck

h
eed

, 
w

ith w
hich he had been associ-

ated for alm
ost 25 yearsr 

T
he appointm

ents w
ere an-

nounced as M
r. N

ixon confer-
red for about 45 m

inutes yes-
terday w

ith S
ecretary of S

tate 
H

e
n
ry

 A
. K

issin
g
e
r, w

h
• o 

leav
es late to

n
ig

h
t fo

r m
eet-

in
g
s w

ith
 S

o
v
iet C

o
m

m
u
n
ist 

P
arty

 ch
ief L

eo
n
id

 I. B
rezh

-
nev and other S

oviet officials. 
T

h
e m

eetin
g
s, reg

ard
ed

 as 
p
relim

in
ary

 to
 a p

resid
en

tial 
visit to M

oscow
 in June, are to 

be held at Z
avidovo, a govern-

m
en

t retreat ab
o
u
t 1

3
0
 m

iles 
fro

m
 M

o
sco

w
. T

h
e talk

s are 
scheduled to begin M

onday. 
In

 o
th

e
r p

re
sid

e
n
tia

l a
n
-

nouncem
ents M

r. N
ixon said 

he w
ould- nom

inate A
lfred L

. 
A

th
erto

n
 Jr. to

 b
e assistan

t 
secretary

 o
f state fo

r N
ear 

E
astern

 an
d
 S

o
u
th

 A
sian

 af-
fairs. If confirm

ed, he w
ill suc-

ceed Joseph J. S
isco, now

 U
n-

d
er secretary

 o
r p

o
litical af-

fairs. A
th

erto
n
 is a career 

F
oreign S

ervice officer. 
T

h
e P

resid
en

t n
am

ed
 L

eo
-

nard F
. W

alentynow
icz, a B

uf-
falo

 atto
rn

ey
 an

d
 lectu

rer at 
the U

niversity of B
uffalo L

aw
 

S
chool, to be adm

inistrator of 
th

e S
tate D

ep
artm

en
t's B

u
-

reau of S
ecurity and C

onsular 
A

ffairs. H
e w

o
u
ld

 su
cceed

 
B

arbara M
. W

atson, w
ho is re-

signing. 
T

here has been controversy  b
efo

re in
 am

b
assad

o
rial ap

-
pointm

ents. L
ast year the S

en-
ate F

oreign R
elations C

om
m

it-
tee attem

p
ted

 to
 set g

u
id

e-
lin

es after ch
arg

es aro
se th

at 
b
ig

 cam
p
aig

n
 co

n
trib

u
to

rs 
w

ere being favored for am
bas-

sadorial posts. 
T

he com
m

ittee said it w
ould 

view
 skeptically any nom

inee 
w

h
o
 co

n
trib

u
ted

 m
o
re th

an
 a 

nom
inal sum

 to a presidential 
cam

paign. T
he "nom

inal sum
" 

w
as to be $5,000 or $10,000, a 

com
m

ittee source recalled yes-
terday. 

T
h
e g

u
id

elin
es w

en
t to

 th
e 

S
tate D

ep
artm

en
t fo

r co
rn

- 

m
ent but w

ere never fop:L
ally 

adopted by the com
m

ittee. 
O

ne m
ultim

illionaire, race-
h
o
rse

 o
w

n
e
r C

o
rn

e
liu

s V
. 

(S
onny) W

hitney, has told S
en-

ate W
aterg

ate co
m

m
ittee in

-
vestigators of m

aking a secret 
$
2
5
0
,0

0
0
 co

n
trib

u
tio

n
 to

 th
e 

N
ixon re-election cam

paign at 
a tim

e he expected to be nom
i-

n
ated

 am
b
assad

o
r to

 S
p
ain

. 
H

e did not get the nom
ination, 

but he did get a refund. 
T

h
e F

in
an

ce C
o
m

m
ittee to

 
R

e-elect th
e P

resid
en

t d
is-

clo
sed

 th
e co

n
trib

u
tio

n
 an

d
 

th
e refu

n
d
 w

ith
o
u
t co

m
m

en
t 

on S
ept. 28, 1973, w

hen under  

court order it filed the nam
es 

o
f p

erso
n
s w

h
o
 g

av
e to

 M
r. 

N
ixon before a disclosure law

 
becam

e effective A
pril 7, 1972. 

It w
as fo

rm
er S

ecretary
 o

f 
S

tate W
illiam

 P
. R

ogers w
ho 

rep
o
rted

ly
 rejected

 a req
u
est 

that he recom
m

end W
hitney. 

T
h
e n

o
m

in
atio

n
 w

as n
ev

er 
m

ade. 
F

irestone is a director of the 
F

iresto
n
e T

ire &
 R

u
b
b
er C

o
. 

H
e has been w

ith the com
pany 

since 1931 and w
as president of 

its C
alifornia subsidiary from

 
1943 to 1970. 

H
e also

 is p
resid

en
t o

f th
e 

R
ichard N

ixon F
oundation, es-, 

tab
lish

ed
 p

rim
arily

 to
 m

ak
e 

.plans for a N
ixon library. 

It w
as d

isclo
sed

 last y
ear 

that the foundation, a tax-ex-
em

pt corporation, paid at least 
$
2
1
,0

0
0
 to

 th
e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t's 

brother, E
dw

ard, to search for 
a lo

catio
n
 fo

r th
e lib

rary
. H

e 
receiv

ed
 an

o
th

er $
1
5
,0

0
0
 in

 
1973 as a consultant in prepar-
ing oral histories of the P

resi-
dent's boyhood. 

In
 th

e d
iscu

ssio
n
 o

f th
e is-

sue of big contributors for am
-1 

bassadoral posts, the F
oreign 

R
elations 	

com
m

ittee 	
at- 

tem
p
ted

 to
 d

raft stan
d
ard

s 
that w

ould not bar big contrib-
u
to

rs w
ith

 ex
p
erien

ce in
 fo

r-
e
ig

n
 p

o
lic

y
, b

u
t in

fo
rm

e
d
 

so
u
rces said

, F
iresto

n
e h

as 
h
ad

 b
u
sin

ess b
u
t n

o
t d

ip
lo

-
m

atic experience. 
T

he com
m

ittee had in m
ind  

such experienced diplom
ats as 

D
avid K

. E
 B

ruce, C
. D

ouglas 
D

illon, and W
. A

verell H
arri-

m
an. 
In

 a n
ew

s co
n
feren

ce F
eb

. 
25, the P

resident said that am
-

bassadorships "have not been 
fo

r s
a
le

"
 a

n
d
 th

a
t th

e
y
 

"cannot be purchased." 
"I w

ould not approve an am
-

b
assad

o
rsh

ip
 u

n
less th

e m
ar. 

o
r w

o
m

a
n
 w

a
s q

u
a
lifie

d
 

clearly apart from
 any contri-

butions," the P
resident said. 
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