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Sen. B
uckley's 'L

apse' and M
r. N

ixon's Strategy 
I w

ould rejoice w
ere C

ongress com
-

posed of 535 Jam
es B

uckleys. B
ut his 

call fo
r M

r. N
ix

o
n
's resig

n
atio

n
 is a 

rare lapse from
 perfection. It radiates 

distrust of 
th

e 
w

rong 
people. 

A
n
d
 it 

w
ill serve M

r. N
ixon's strategy for sur-

v
iv

in
g
 h

is fo
rth

co
m

in
g
 S

en
ate im

-
peachm

ent trial. 
M

r. N
ixon's strategy is to enfold so 

m
any conservatives in his killing em

-
brace that he can prevent a tw

o-thirds 
vote for conviction. T

o do this he m
ust 

nurture the notion that he is in trouble 
n
o
t b

ecau
se h

e su
rro

u
n
d
ed

 h
im

self 
w

ith knaves but because cynics w
ant 

to reverse the 1972 election. 
In his call for resignation M

r. B
uck-

ley is scrupulously agnostic regarding 
M

r. N
ixon's com

portm
ent. B

ut he dis-
tru

sts th
e ab

ility
 o

f C
o
n
g
ress an

d
 th

e 
A

incriean people to cope w
ith im

peach-
m

ent. A
nd he flays "those in and out of 

the m
edia" w

ho have exploited W
ater-

g
ate to

 "su
b
v
ert th

e m
an

d
ate o

f th
e 

1972 election." 
A

nd backw
ard reels the m

ind, back 
to last A

pril 30. John E
hrlichm

an said 
he w

as resigning because of "repeated 
rum

ors, unfounded charges or im
plica-

tions and w
hatever else the m

edia car-
ries." M

r. N
ixon said of M

r. E
hrlich- 

m
an

 an
d
 H

. R
. H

ald
em

an
: th

ey
 are 

m
ag

n
ificen

t ch
ap

s b
u
t th

ey
 m

u
st g

o
 

because for som
e reason you, the pub-

lic, d
o
 n

o
t u

n
d
erstan

d
 th

at. N
o
w

 M
r. 

B
u
ck

ley
 say

s to
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
: y

o
u
 are 

p
u
b
lic sp

irited
 b

u
t y

o
u
 m

u
st g

o
 b

e-
cause for som

e • reason the public finds 
you a traum

atic experience. 
M

r. B
uckley asks M

r. N
ixon'to m

ake 
a* "m

agnanim
ous act" of "statesm

an-
ship"—

resignation. B
ut if a m

an of M
r. 

B
uckley's know

n reasonableness and ci-
vility takes the line he does about M

r. 
N

ixon's troubles, im
agine the line M

r. 
N

ixon w
ould take in resigning. 

F
ran

k
ly

, I d
o
 n

o
t th

in
k
 M

r. B
u
ck

-
ley's statem

ent represents his full and 
final thinking about M

r. N
ixon. I think 

h
e b

eliev
es h

e m
u
st talk

 v
ery

 d
eli-

cately
 to

 th
e n

atio
n
al co

n
serv

ativ
e 

constituency that w
isely looks to him

 
for leadership. B

ut for once M
r. B

uck-
ley is underestim

ating the fortitude of 
conservatives. 

M
ost conservatives faced the gloom

y 
facts ab

o
u
t M

r. N
ix

o
n
 lo

n
g
 ag

o
 an

d
 

w
ith

d
rew

 th
eir su

p
p
o
rt. T

h
e 2

7
 p

er 
cent of the population that "approves" 
of M

r. N
ixon's conduct of office is not 

a conservative bloc. It is largely an in-
attentive bloc of people w

ho support 

P
residents, no m

atter w
ho, no m

atter 
w

hat. 
A

nd now
 M

r. N
ixon having quick-

ly and predictably rejected M
r. B

uck-
ley's resignation advice, w

ill use M
r. 

B
uckley's rhetoric to reinforce the bit-

ter bew
ilderm

ent of the 27 per cent. 
M

r B
u
ck

ley
 say

s, co
rrectly

, th
at a 

S
enate decision to rem

ove M
r. N

ixon 
"w

o
u
ld

 leav
e a sizeab

le, em
b
ittered

, 
stubborn m

inority convinced that the 
m

edia had hounded R
ichard N

ixon out 
of office in order to upset the m

andate 
o
f th

e 1
9
7
2
 v

o
te an

d
 su

b
v
ert w

h
at it 

b
eliev

es to
 b

e th
e fo

u
n
d
atio

n
s o

f th
e 

republic." 
A

nd 
w

here 
m

ig
h
t th

is em
b
ittered

 
m

in
o
rity

 g
et th

at 
idea? 

F
ro

m
 M

r. 
N

ixon—
and from

 M
r. B

uckley's state-
m

ent about people using "slanderous 
gossip" and other "devices" to subvert 
the 1972 m

andate; about senators us-
in

g
 th

e im
p
each

m
en

t trial as a "2
0
th

 
C

en
tu

ry
 R

o
m

an
 C

o
liseu

m
" an

d
 p

an
-

dering to the "passions" and "prurient 
interests" of the "electronic lions" (the 
au

d
ien

ce); ab
o
u
t 'a "ru

n
aw

ay
 C

o
n
-

gress" bent on doing "irreparable dam
-

age" to "the republic as he has know
n 

it." M
r. N

ixon w
ill use M

r. B
uckley, he 

w
ill not heed him

. A
nd C

ongress and  

th
e co

u
n
try

 w
ill co

p
e w

ith
 im

p
each

-
m

ent. C
ongress has not becom

e hyster-
ical d

u
rin

g
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
's slo

w
-m

o
tio

n
 

hari-kari throughout the last year. A
nd 

th
e p

eo
p
le h

av
e n

o
t b

eco
m

e v
o
latile: 

they have calm
ly w

ithdraw
n their sup-

port from
 M

r. N
ixon. 

M
r. N

ix
o
n
's p

u
b
lic su

p
p
o
rt is lik

e 
that yellow

 yo-yo he played w
ith at the 

G
rand O

ld O
pry. M

r. N
ixon threw

 the 
yo-yo dow

n—
and he could not get the 

d
am

n
 th

in
g
 b

ack
 u

p
. S

o
o
n
 ev

en
 th

e 
C

atato
n
ic b

u
m

b
lers aro

u
n
d
 o

u
r so

m
-

nam
bulistic P

resident, and he him
self, 

w
ill face th

e fact th
at th

e d
isg

race is 
perm

anent. T
here are not going to be 

an
y
 R

ich
ard

 M
. N

ix
o
n
 h

ig
h
 sch

o
o
ls, 

parks, highw
ays, stadium

s. 
If M

r. N
ix

o
n
 resig

n
s it w

ill n
o
t b

e 
for any of the high-m

inded, principled 
reaso

n
s M

r. B
u
ck

ley
 ad

v
an

ces. If h
e 

resigns it w
ill be for precisely the rea-

so
n
 h

is p
ro

teg
e, S

p
iro

 A
g
n
ew

, re-
sig

n
ed

. H
e w

ill talk
, as M

r. A
g
n
ew

 
talked, about sparing the nation a disa-
g
reeab

le ex
p
erien

ce, etc., b
u
t h

e w
ill 

act, as M
r. A

gnew
 acted, to spare him

-
self a disagreeable collision w

ith due 
legal process. 

If M
r. N

ix
o
n
 resig

n
s it w

ill b
e b

e-
cause that is the easy thing to do. 


