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on Tapes 
Linked to 
Hoffa Suit 
By Timothy S. Robinson 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

The production of presiders. 
tial tapes and documents 
could become a key issue in a 
suit filed last week by former 
Teamsters President James R. Hoffa against President 
Nixon. 

Attorneys for Hoffa filed a 
motion in U.S. District Court 
here yesterday attempting to 
speed up the suit because of their wide-ranging requests 
for such materials. Under nor. 
mal procedures, the discovery 
process in a civil suit cannot 
begin until 45 days after a suit is filed. 

Hoffa is attempting to over-
turn a condition attached to 
his release from prison bar-
ring him from seeking union 
office until 1980. His attorneys 
charge that President Nixon acted for "impermissible and illegal purposes" when he ban-
ned participation in union pol-
itics as a condition of commute ing Hoffa's sentence in 1971. 

A speeded-up process is nee-
essary, Hoffa's attorneys said 
yesterday, because Hoffa plans to run for the presi-
dency of a Teamsters local this November. 

"It is expected that the de-
fendants . will object to the 
discovery of certain matters" 
and that the legality of the 
condition attached to Hoffa's 
settled only after an appeal. 

The tapes the lawyers say 
they intend to seek from Pres-
ident Nixon include all "conversations 	concerning Hoffa's release from prison." 
The attorneys also announced their intention to take depos-
itions of numerous persons, in-eluding former White House 
aides Charles Colson and John W. Dean III concerning the 
commutation conditions. 

Also named in the suit is Atl torney General William B. 
Saxbe. The Lawyers said they 
intend to request that he prod-
ments related to the Hoffa case. 

The U.S. attorney's office 
here has filed a motion sug-Mr. Nixon be dismissed, claim-
ing that he cannot be sued in 
his official capacity as Presi-
dent. A hearing has been 
scheduled for April 9 by U.S. 
District Court Judge John H. 
Pratt on the government's motion and Hoffa's motion for 
an expedited discovery proc. ess. 

The suit filed last week con-
tends that the ban against fu-
ture union politics by Hoffa 
'was the result of a deal be-tween incumbent Teamsters 
President Frank Fitzsimmons 
and Colson. 


