
Supreme Court Could 
Still Keep Watergate 
Findings From the Hous,e 

Washington 	
4 

The U.S. Court of Appeals here refused yesterday 
to prevent a secret zoo. jury report on President 
Nixon from going to Pffouse impeachment inqUiry. 

a transmitting 
terial to the House is 

ely to interfere with a 
trial of defendants in 

Wa rgate criminal cases. 
The court said U.S. Dis-

trict _Judge John J. Sirioa 
uad.:not abused his discre-
tr0 in turning over the ma-
terial. 
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Judges Refuse to 

Block Nixon Data 

The six-member' 'court, 
ti ally dissenting,/.  said: 
"We think it of signifi-
cance that the President 
of the United States, who 
is described by all parties 
as the focus of thereport 
and who presumably 
would have the greatest 
interest in its disposition, 
has interposed no objec-
tion." 
The court gave lawyers 

defending s e v en former 
White House aides until 5 
p.m. Monday to apply:to the 
Supreme Court "for such re-
lief as they may deem advis-
able." 
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There w ere indications, 
however, that 'the defense 
attorneys might not appeal 
the ruling. If they do not, 
t h e grand jury material 
could thus go to the House 
as early as Monday evening. 

Frank H. Strickler, one of 
t w o lawyers representing 
H.R. Haldeman, the former 
White House chief of staff, 
said after the court ruling: 
"This is the end of the line 
as far as taking any action 
on judicial review. We've 
exhausted all available ave-
nues." 

John M. Bray, the lawyer 
for' Gordon C. Strachn, a 
former aide to,Haldeman, 
said the matter 2of appeal 
was "worthy of considered 
review" but he gave no indi-
cation what action he might  

with only one judge par-
take:-  

John J.  Wilson, the 	er 
laWyer representing II cle-
man, agreed with StriCkler 
but added: "If we take' any 
action it won't be before 
Monday." 

The report's contents are 
believed to bear on Mr.Vix-
on's possible role in a White 
House coverup of the burgla-
ry of the Democratic nation-
al headquarters at the Wat-
ergate office building, on 

June 17, 1972. 
Philip A. Lacovara, coun-

sel to the special prosecutor, 
Leon Jaworski, yesterday 
called the contents of the re-
port "evidence" that "deals 
with the President of the 
United States." 

The court of appeals, with 
three ,members declining to 
taka part in yesterday's 
hearing for unexplained rea-
sone, supported Lacovara's 
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The ,only, ,j,dissent was by 
Judge George B. MacKin-
non, who said, "I would ex-
punge the entire grand jury 
report and permit thellouse 
Judiciary Committee, oil re-
quest to the district court, to 
haVe access not only to the 
limited testimony accnitipa-
nlig the report . . b4t to 
h „ entire grand jury pro-

ceedings." 
His position was tl ma-

terial possibly beari g on 
the President's innocence 
Might not necessarily 	in- 
cluded in the grand jury re-
port. 

Wilson and Bray had both 

ar 	at itt, n ner the*  
rep 	t 	e might 
generate harmful pre - trial 
pulgitity for their clients. 

Lacovara called their posi-
tiont "sheer speculation in 
the:Ilassic sense." 

The chairman of the 
House Judiciary Committee, 
Peter W . • Rodino Jr. 
(Dem.-N.J.), delivered a let-
ter to Chief Judge David I. 
Bazelon yesterday that res-
tated the committee's desire 
to'  olatain grand jury materi-
al *ithout putting the com-
mittee in the position of 
being subject to the jurisdic-
tion of the court. The com-
mittee has maintained that 
the interests of impeach-
ment override all other in-
terests. 

Lacovara, under question-
ing by Judge MacKinnon, 
gave the most extensive de-
scripticin thus far of the se-
cret report. He said that the 
investigation that led to the 
coyerpp , indictments 	d 
brought to the grand jury's 

.Mention "matters" bearing 
on the House impeachment 
investigation. 

Lacovara said the grand 
jury was "not going to pass 
on the significance of that 
evidence" but that "the evi-
dence deals with the Presi-
dent of the United States. He 
is the focus of that report." 
He said there was a 

two-page letter of transmit-
tal, and a n "index of 
events" along with material 
relating "to each of these 
events, including grand jury 
testimony and grand jury 
exhibits." 

He said that "incidental 
references do relate to peti-
tioners before the 'court this 
morning" but that they are 
"not the focus of this re-
port." 

Lacovara also maintained 
that Mr. Nixon was "entitled 
to due process" under the 
law, like any other Ameri-
can. 
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