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WASHINGTON, March 20—' 
The House Judiciary Commit-
tee headed today toward its 
first serious party-line dise 
pute, over a request by Presi,- 
dent Nixon's special Wagergate 
counsel for the right to play: 
an active role in the House 
impeachment inquiry. 

James D. St. Clair, the Presi-
dene's attorney, told the com-
mittee in two letters that it 
was "imperative" that he be 
permitted to "cross-examine 
witnesses, surest witnesses to 
be called and introduce rele-
vant and material evidence for 
the committee's consideration. 
The committee made the let- 
ters public today. 	. 	• 

At separate closed caucuses 
yesterday, the committee's 
Democratic majority agreed to 
oppose the request and the Re-
publican minority decided to 
support it. The disagreement 
broke into the open at a com-
mittee meeting this morning, 
threatening to crack the fragile 
bipartisan unity the panel had 
developed in the last several 
weeks. 

Hearing Set on Appeal 
Meanwhile, Federal District, 

Judge John J. Sirica refused to 
grant more than another 24 
hours of *lay in sending a 
secret grand jury report to the .  

Judiciary Committee, and the 
matter was taken immediately 
to the United States Coprt of 
Appeals for the District of Co-
lumbia Circuit, which scheduled 
a hearing tomorrow. [Details on 
Page 32l] 

And, after an interview with 
members of the Senate Water-
gate Committee, Charles G. 
Rebozo denied "unequivocally" 
that he , ever transferred funds 
from his Florida bank to Switz- 

erland on behalf _of Mr. Nixon, 
his close NA: [Details on 
Page 32.] 

Besides the rift in the House 
Judiciary Committee, several 
other partisan fissures devel-
oped in Congress over the im-
peachment proceedings. They 
included the following: 

cRepresentative Walter Flow- 
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ers of Alabama, until now one 
of the least outspoken (Demo-
crats on the impeachment pan-
el, charged that Mr. Nixon was 
"playing games with our Con-
stitution, te Congress, the 
Presidency and the American 
people." He said that while Mr. 
Nixon was a publicly pledging 
to cooperate with the panel 
he was withholding evidence 
and 'we see developing the in-
tricate maneuvers of a strategy 
to limit this committee and 
confuse the issue." 

tiThe House minority leader, 
Representative ,John J. Rhodes' 
Republican of Arizona, a4kowl-
edged that he _twice me; pri-
vately with Mi.' St. Clafr. Ile 
said that the ludiciary oCorn-
mittee should "limit their in-
vestigation" to serious trimi-
nal allegations against Mr, Nix-
on and let a disinterested:third 
party decide What Whitiouse 
taOrecOrdings should be. iveni 
tothe inquiry. 

!Senator Robert C. .TByrel,! 
Dernocrat of West Virginia, the[ 
Senate majority whip, told 
newsmen , he was conlneed 
that, the White House was try-I 
in.g to "goad" the House Ju- 
dimary Committee into ema-: 
ture action on inmeac est., 
Mr.. Byrd also aeon 	the 1 
President Of "deliberately .dis-. 
terting the truth by *ling 
audiences' in nationally tele-1  
wised •appearances that he was 
cooperating with Watergate in-
vestigators. 

Matter of 'Deep ConcerE  n' 
The impending split . in the 

House committee over Mr. St. 
Clair's request was the most 
serious of the developments. 
The 'committee -chairman, 'Rep-
rese.ntatiVe Peter W. Rodino 
Jr., Democrat of New Jersey 
averted a showdown on the 
issue today by pledging to 
schedule a meeting later to 
consider forthally the White 
House bid to take part in the 
investigation. 

Mr. Rodino called the re-
quest "a matter of very, very 
deep concern which affects the 
very essence" of the inquiry. 

In a letter dated March 13 
and addressed to John M. Doer, 
the committee's special coun-
sel, Mr. St. Calk said, "in order 
for me to represent the Presi-
dent adequately it is impera-
tive that I be allowed to par-
ticipate in any prehearing dis-
covery, as well as any hearing  

conducted by the committee." 
The committee lawyers have 

proposed rules of procedure for 
the inquiry that make no provi-
sion forWhite House participa-
tion, the committee has not yet 
formally adopted the rules. 

Likened to Grand Jury 
In reply to a question from 

Representative Harold D. Dono-
hue, Democrat of Massachu-
setts, Mr. Doer agreed with the 
Congressman's suggestion that 
the inquiry was analogous to 
a grand jury investigation and 
that grand juries did not per-
mit attorneys for potential de-
fendants to play a role*  such 
as that sought by Mr. St. Clair. 

Representative Jack Brooks, 
Democrat of Texas, declared 
more bluntly, "We're not hav-
ing a trial •here." He said that 
Mr. Nixon would not be a 
defendant against any changes 
until they were voted by the 
House. 

Mr. Brooks said that the 
committee would be impeded 
in its . examination of a wit-
ness "if the ,main subject of 

!the inquiry sits there and 
I says, "Oh, yeah, I want to 
;talk to him '" 

'.'We ought to quit worrying 
about whether Mr. St, 'Clair 
wants to sit by our warm 
side," the Texan said. 	• 

Republican Viewpoint 
Representative Thomas F. 

Railsback, Republican of Il-
linois, countered, however, 
that there was precedent in 
the impeachments of Federal 
judges for lawyers to protect 
the interest of the official 
being investigated. He said, 
referring to the Republican 
minority, that "there are some 
of us on this side who, feel 
very strongly" that Mr. St. 
Clair's request should be con-
sidered. 

Another Republican, Repre-
sentative Charles E. Wiggins of 
California, asked committee 
lawyers to draft language au-
thorizing Mr. St. ClaiNto play 
an active role at all stages of 
the inquiry. Mr. Higgins sug-
gested he would offer the Ian- 
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guage as an amendment to the 
rules of procedure when the 
committee takes up the rules. 

The split over White House 
participation in the inquiry ob-
scured, for the moment, the 
continuing dispute over the 
President's lack of formal re-; 
sponse to a request three 
weeks ago for tape recordings ,  
of some 42 Watergate-related 

[conversations between Mr. Nix-
on and former high officials of 
his Administration. /q Ar„ tiq 

Mr. Doer told the2commit-
tee that Mr. St.,Clair said priv-
ately on Monday (that Mr. Nix-
on was still considering the re-
quest. Albert E. Jerrner Jr., the 
panel's senior Republican coun-
sel, added that r. St. Clair had 
said the President "would be 
required to have some time to 
listen to these tapes" before 
responding. 

Different Impression Seen 
But Representative Jerome R. 

Waldie, Democrat of Califor-
nia, said that Mr. Nixon gave 
the nation the clear impression 
in several recent televised ap-
pearances that he would not 
supply any, more tapes to the 
panel. 

"Whom are we to believe, 
the President or his attorney?" 
Mr. Waldie asked. "If the Presi-
dent_is speaking for himself, 
are Vie not wasting our time 
talking to Mr. St. Clair?" 

The committee has been vir-
tualY nanlimous in its insist-
ence on the right to examine 
the tape recordings at issue. 

But Mr. Rhodes, the House 
Republican leader, said at a 
news conference that the com-
mittee's position was weakened 
by its refusal to issue-a defini-
tion of proper grounds for im-
peachment. 

"I' have no objection," Mr. 
Rhodes said, "to the commit-
tee's having all conversations 
relevant to obstruction of jus-
tice=-or anything else they feel 
to be an impeachable offense. 
But I want them to ask for 
material only if it fits an of-
fense." 
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