
H
ouston T

he P
resident Is C

orning, H
o-H

um
, H

o-H
um

 
B

y M
olly Ivin

s 

H
O

U
ST

O
N

—
President N

ixon arrives 
today to visit "B

aghdad on the B
ayou" 

an
d
 th

ere are a few
 b

illb
o
ard

s u
p
 

around, to
w

n
 th

at say
, 'W

elco
m

e to
 

H
ouston, P

resident N
ixon." T

hey w
ere 

paid for by M
etrom

edia, Inc., w
hich 

is headquartered in N
ew

 Y
ork C

ity. 
M

r. N
ixon is com

ing to address the 
52d annual convention of the N

ational 
A

sso
ciatio

n
 o

f B
ro

ad
casters b

u
t is 

otherw
ise ignoring the country's sixth-

largest city. H
ouston seem

s to be pre-
p
ared

 to
 retu

rn
 th

e fav
o
r. 

A
n
 u

tterly
 u

n
scien

tific su
rv

ey
 o

f 
H

oustonians w
ho w

ere out enjoying 
the sunny S

unday at the H
ouston Z

oo 
fo

u
n
d
 n

o
 o

n
e w

h
o
 w

as in
 th

e least 
interested in turning out either to w

el-
com

e the P
resident or to dem

onstrate 
ag

ain
st h

im
. W

h
ich

 is ju
st as w

ell, 
since he hasn't scheduled any public 
appearances here. 

B
oth those H

oustonians w
ho support 

the P
resident and those w

ho w
ould like 

to
 see h

im
 leav

e o
ffice at o

n
ce said

 
th

ey
 w

ere "to
o
 b

u
sy

" to
 m

ak
e th

eir 
feelings know

n in person, even if such 
an opportunity w

as available. 
H

o
u
sto

n
 is alw

ay
s a b

u
sy

 p
lace-- 

busy m
aking m

oney. It's been a boom
 

tow
n for 20 years now

. D
uring the re-

cession of 1969, w
hen unem

ploym
ent 

nationally hit 7 per cent, it never got 
over 3 per cent in H

ouston. A
nd there 

are no signs that 'H
ouston is slow

ing 
dow

n now
. 

A
 H

ouston w
riter, A

l R
einert, calls 

this "a city of S
nopeses." It's a brassy, 

fast-buck place, a w
hisky-and-trom

-
bone tow

n. It is spreading out across 
th

e tab
le-to

p
 flat G

u
lf p

lain
 lik

e a 
cancer going berserk. 

It's a co
n
serv

ativ
e city

 in
 a co

n
-

servative state, but its politics are not 
easy to pigeonhole. T

he H
ouston dele-

gation to the state L
egislature provides 

the bulk of both the R
epublicans and 

the liberals in A
ustin. In 1972, H

ouston 
voted for both R

ichard M
. N

ixon and 
F

rances F
arenthold, the liberal guber-

natorial candidate. A
nd at the end of 

last y
ear, th

e city
 sim

u
ltan

eo
u
sly

 
elected its first liberal m

ayor and an 
extrem

ely conservative school board. 
L

ocal political observers from
 all 

points on the ideological spectrum
 con-

firm
ed the results of the zoo survey of 

S
u
n
d
ay

—
a 4

0
-6

0
 sp

lit b
etw

een
 th

e 
pro-N

ixon and anti-N
ixon sentim

ent, 
w

ith feelings not running particularly 
high on either side. 

T
he blacks, 30 per cent of the city's  

population, are alm
ost unanim

ously 
anti-N

ixon, but then they never liked 
him

 before W
atergate either. 

C
hicanos, 10 per cent of the popula-

tion, tended to support him
. C

hicanos 
traditionally vote D

em
ocratic and they 

are strongly attached to the, m
em

ories 
of both dead K

ennedy brothers. B
ut 

C
hicanos also tend to be vocally pa-

triotic and particularly proud of their 
m

ilitary service. 
C

h
ican

o
 fath

ers ask
 o

n
e an

o
th

er, 
"H

as your boy done his service yet?" 
S

everal of them
 expressed the feel-

in
g
 th

at b
ein

g
 ag

ain
st th

e P
resid

en
t 

w
as like being against the country. B

ut 
L

eonel C
astillo, the city's C

hicano con-
troller, pointed out that every elected 
M

exican-A
m

erican official in H
ouston 

has com
e out for im

peachm
ent. 

A
m

ong the citizens w
ho supported 

M
r. N

ixon in 1972 and now
 say they 

w
o
u
ld

 n
o
t d

o
 It ag

ain
, th

e g
reatest 

b
ittern

ess ex
p
ressed

 w
as n

o
t ab

o
u
t 

W
atergate, but about the P

resident's 
tax situation. O

ver and over one heard 
people say that they had been cheated 
or that the P

resident had cheated. 
T

he disaffection cam
e out m

ost fre-
quently as antipathy or disappointm

ent 
rather than as strong anger. T

here w
as 

considerable griping about high prices. 
A

m
o
n
g
 m

em
b
ers o

f th
e d

o
w

n
to

w
n
 

E
stablishm

ent —
 businessm

en and 
law

yers—
m

ost of them
 seem

ed to have 
counted out M

r. N
ixon som

e tim
e ago. 

T
h
eir feelin

g
 seem

ed
 to

 co
n
g
eal at 

about the tim
e that L

eon Jaw
orski, a 

H
ouston attorney, w

as appointed spe-
cial W

atergate prosecutor to succeed 
A

rchibald C
ox. 

H
oustonians m

ay be atypically, for 
T

exans, conscious of W
atergate, since 

the few
 papers here have follow

ed the 
sto

ry
 fairly closely. In particular T

he 
H

ouston C
hronicle, although it has 

done no original digging on the story, 
has a w

ide range of new
s agencies at 

its disposal, and has consistently given 
the story front-page play. 

T
his is in contrast to D

allas, w
here 

th
e tw

o
 p

ap
ers seem

 to
 h

av
e co

n
-

clu
d
ed

, at least ed
ito

rially
, th

at th
e 

w
hole m

ess is largely the result of an 
E

astern m
edia conspiracy against the 

President. 
O

n
e elem

en
t th

at seem
s to

 h
av

e 
d
isap

p
eared

 is th
e ex

trem
e reac-

tio
n
ary

 p
o
litics fo

r w
h
ich

 th
is city

 
w

as once notorious. T
en years ago, 

extrem
e right-w

ingers w
ere a prom

i-
nent feature of H

ouston political life. 
T

he John B
irch S

ociety w
as big here 

and several fundam
entalist P

rotestant' 
churches w

ere involved in right-w
ing 

politics. 

B
u
t as th

e city
 h

as g
ro

w
n
, it h

as 
received an influx of Y

ankees, m
any 

of them
 college-educated em

ployes in 
the corporate headquarters of the big 
oil com

panies. 
T

he new
 M

ayor, F
red H

ofheinz, son 
of Judge R

oy H
ofheinz w

ho built the 
A

strodom
e, put together a coalition of 

m
oderate-liberal w

hites w
ith a heavy 

black vote to squeak through a run-off 
race in D

ecem
ber. 

T
he gasoline shortage has not been 

p
articu

larity
 serio

u
s h

ere, alth
o
u
g
h
 

H
o
u
sto

n
 is alm

o
st as d

o
m

in
ated

 b
y
 

freew
ay as L

os A
ngeles. T

here have 
been few

, if any, gas lines, although 
it is som

etim
es necessary to scrounge 

around a bit in order to find a station 
w

ith operating pum
ps. T

here are m
ore 

C
adillacs and pick-up trucks on the 

freew
ays here than one is likely to see 

in other parts of the country, and som
e 

o
f th

o
se h

av
e a b

u
m

p
er stick

er th
at 

read
s, "L

et th
e Y

an
k
ee b

astard
s 

freeze." T
exas chauvinism

 is alive and 
w

ell in H
ouston. 

A
ll in all, this is not an angry city—

it's ju
st not enthusiastic about R

ichard 
M

. N
ixon. 

M
o
lly Ivin

s is a reporter for T
he T

exas 
O

bserver. 
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