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U.S. District Court Judge 
John J. Sirica ruled yester-
da'y that the Watergate 
grand jury's secret report 
on- President Nixon should 
be turned over to the House 
Judiciary -Commztte~ -= 

The judge- said •he carefully 
examined the contents Of the' 
report-. and 	satisfied: "that'• 

i41.ity‘t tj- the coin.' 
Mittee's :-effortS to determineY 
whether Mr. I4ixorri.should: 
impeached. 

Sirica withheld any assess-
ment of the "significance of ' 
the evidence" the grand jury 
compiled concerning the Pres-
ident, but he said he could 
find no justification for sup-
pressing it. In fact, he said he 
felt its delivery to the Judici-
ary. Committee was "eminently 
proper, and indeed obligatory." 

. . . It should not be for-
I gotten that we deal in a mat-
ter of the most critical mo-

'n1ent to the nation. 'an im- 

!
peachment investigation in 	JUDICIAL SWITCH—Judge John J. Si- 
volving the President of the 	rica, left, receives a chronometer from 
United States." the judge said 	Judge George,L. Hart Jr:, who yesterday in a 22-page opinion. "It would 
he difficult to conceive of a 
more compelling need than 
that of this country for an 
unswervingly fair inquiry 
based on all the pertinent in-
formation." 

'14 HitrrY. NaltghaYan—The' Wash Inc  ton Post 

succeeded Sirica as chief judge of the. 
federal District Court here. Sirica will 
continue on the bench. Story on Page CL 
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Despite the ruling, it may 
he weeks or even several 
months before the Judiciary 
Committee can actually get its 
hands on the grand jury's doc-
uments on the issue of Mr. 
Nixon's involvement in the 
Watergate scandal. Sirica 
stayed his order until Wednes-
day afternoon to permit time 
for appeals, and attorneys for 
several of the defendants re-
cently indicted in the Water-
gate cover-up said they would 
contest the turnover. 

One of the lawyers, John M. 
Bray, who represents former 
White House aide Gordon 
Strachan, said he plans to 
fight Sirica's ruling all the 
way to the Supreme Court if 
necessary. 

The Watergate defense law-
yers had protested that the 
grand jury had no right to 
make the report and that its 
disclosure_ 	_ inevitably 
lead to news leaks. and preju-. 
dicial publicity 'for their I clients. 

See REPORT, AS, Col. l 

REPORT, From Al 
Siirrica dismissed such specu-

lation as 'premature and said 
he regarded-the right of the 
:Watergate defendants to con-
test his-ruling as "dubious at 
best.".  

--D-The person on whom the 
report focuses, the President 
of the United States, has not 
objected to its release to the 
committee," Sirica said. 

- "Other persOns are involved 
only indirectly." 

F  'Aside froin Mr. Nixon, the 
judge said, those mentioned in 
the report who are under In-
dictment will have the oppor-
tunity at trial to reply "to any 

'incidental references to 
:them." Those who have not 
• been indicted, Sirica said 

"have 'already peen the sub 
.fwv< .‘t* (N‘ns-4.1,4,-rat-tle pohlic too-
tummy and will 11..1 doubt he 
involved in further testimony, 
quite apart from this report." 

The judge's allusions 'to the 
grand jury "report" referred 
not only to a two-page' cover 
ing_.. letter strongly recom-
mending its submission to the 
Judiciary Committee, but also 
to a bulging leather briefcase 
holding the evidence. 

The White House had asked 
for a chance to inspect, and 

I copy, the grind jury materials 
in the event that they were to 
be turned over to the House. 

• But Sirica finessed that re-
quest by saying a decision on 
It was lifted last Friday but 

it was "more properly" one for 
the House Judiciary Commit-
tee to make. 

Watergate prosecutors have 
hinted that the grand jury re-
port contains not only evi-
dence obtained from the 
White House but also materi-
als of which Mr. Nixon's law-
yers are not yet aware. 

Judiciary Committee Chair-
man Peter W. Rodino Jr. (D-
N.J.)' told reporters that he 
doubted the White House re-
quest for a look at the, secret 
report would be granted. 
"This is not an adversary pro-
ceeding." he said of the im-
peachment inquiry. 

Sirica carefully avoided any 
disclosure of the nature of the 
grand _jury evidence, but he 

said the entire report. was 
Carefully . worded.: and ,' fairly 
Stated; withbut any of the  ob-
jectionable features that -have 
led 'to suppressicin of. other 
federal grand jury present- 
ments.' ./ 	 . 

"It draws no accusatory -con-
elusions," Sirica said. "It de-
prives-no one of an official 
rum in which to respond., It is 
not a substitute Pk. indiet7 
merits where. 'indictments 
might properly issue. It con-
tains tains no recommendatiOns, ad-, 
vide . or 'statements that, in- 
fringe on the prerogatives' of 
other branches .of government. 

"Indeed, its only recornmen-i 
dation-is to the court," Sirica 
found,' "and rather:than injury 
ing separation Of powers prin- 
ciples, the jury sustains them 
by lending its aid to the House! 
in VW ,4-w-rv.:-4v a ItAt N-e,e4 
ooatstStut(o.nal jurlittittttio.it, it 
renders no moral or social I  
judginents.', The report , is a 
simple and straightfor*ard.  
compilation . of information , 
gathered_ by . the ,grand , jury, 
and no more."  

Rejecting the contentions of 
attorneys for former White 
ltouse aides KR.. (Bob) Halde-
man • and ...John D. 'Ehrlichman 
that's' grand jury Must either 
"indict Or ignore," Sirica said 
its powers range far beyond 
that, both historically and le-
gally: 

As authority- for that propo.... 
sition, the judge cited, among 
others, the words of James. 
Wilson, a signer, of . both - the 
Declaration of 'Independence 
and the Constitution and later 
a-Supreme Court' jhstice, who 
said in 1791': 
. "The grand jury, are-  (sic) a 

great 'channel of communica-
tion,.between those who make 
and administer the laws, and 
those for whom the laws are 
administered. All the opera-. 
tions of government, and of its 
ministers and officers, are 

within the compass of their 
view and research. They may 
suggest lublic (sic) improve-
ments, and the modes of re-
moving publick 
inconveniences; they may ex-
pose .to publick inspection, or 
to publick punishment,- pub-
lick had men and publick bad 
measures." 

• . 
Sirica- pointed out that fed-:: 

eral grand jury reports: and 
evidence' have been -made 
available in the past not only : 
to bar association committees 
for disciplinary investigations 
involving laiyers; but even, in I 
a case involving Chicago po- , 
licemen, to a city policed/id': 
plinary board and to the.pub-.' 
lie., 
- I" ... ; It seems incredible: . 

that ••grand,  jury. '. matters 
should laWfully be available to-
disbarment . committees and 
police disciplinary: investiga- • 
tiens and yet be unavailable to' 
the 'House of • Representatives . 
in a proceeding of so great im- 
port-as au impeachment -invei-, 
tigatiOn," Sirica said . - -- 

Going-back as far as 1811, 
the judge said, there was also 
convincing coral:Wm-law pre-' 

ti‘mt

om  t Au- hi,* rtliri 15,.. 1-11 Om 
1811 ease, the presentment of 
a county .grand jury in the , 
IMississippi ,Territory ' setting-.  
fqrth charges against a U.S. 
territorial judge, was sent to` 
the House for an iMpeachment-
innttliy.--(ThelIbilge,dolidtidee, 
a-committee investigation . and 
found the evidence.against the 
judge, inadequate.)-:, : - ... 

Several federal Court deci-
sions have resulted in the-sup-1 
pres-sion_ of grand jury reports, 
but Sirica said they were Map-. 
plicable. In a 1952 case, a fed-
eral grand jury in New York 
wanted to send evidence of la- 
borracketeering to federal la-
bor officials. Its report was ex: 
punged .because . it was faced 
with • accusatory-.:pronounce-
ments;  and gratuitous recom- 
mendations for - the',  National 
LaborRelations:Board. 	- 

By contrast, Sirica said- the.  
Watergate grand • jury had' 
'Obviously taken care. to as-
sure that its srepert contains 
no objectionable featureSiand 
has. throughout acted in the 
interests of 'fairness?! He said 
the report was "clearly within 
the bounds of propriety." 

"The grand jury having thus 
respected its own limitations 
and the rights of others," the 
judge held,.-'"the court ought 
to .respect .the::jurY!s... exercise. 
of RS Prerogitives." ., . 

Turning to. the question of 



333,  taxanes vei veepito--ine wasnington rose 

House Judiciary Cotnnaittee Chairman •lF& John Doir brief reporters after Judge Si. 
ter W. Rodin°, left, and conamittee-counsel rica's decisionto release grand jury report: 

yers for Haldeman and Erlich-
man—that it was ..prOhibited 
by the Federal Rules of Crimi-
nal Procedure. 

Those rules permit dieclo-
sure of grand jury matters 
only - by 	court 	order 
"preliminarily to or in connec-
tion with a judicial proceed-
ing." John J. Wilson, 'chief at-
torney here for Haldeman and 
Ehrlichman, had contended 
that the House impeaChment 
inquiry cannot be considered 
"a judicial proceeding." 

Sirica said the rules are far 
from clear on that .point, but 
held they could hardly have 
been meant to dictate "that in 
this situation, disclosure to 
the Judiciary Committee be 
withheld." In addition, he said, 
the traditional reasons for pre-
serving the secrecy of any 
grand jury's work — such as 
preventing the flight of those 

Emphasizing the importance 
of- the -House impeachment in-
vestigation, Sirica said • even 
public disclosure. of, the .grand 
jury's' report - might well be 
justified. But in any event, he 
saici,,,there is'"certainly ample 
basis for disclosure to a body 
that in this setting simply acts 
as another'grand jury.", 
. Sirica --concluded his ded-

sion on the secret report, with 
an explicit 	thatthe Ju- 
diciary -Committee use it "With 
due regard for avoiding 'any 
unnecessary interference- with 
the court's ability to conduct 
fair trials of• perscins under in-
dictment." 

But he alio noted that the 
committee has. already taken 
"elaborate precautions to in-
sure- against unnecessary and 
inappropriate disclosure of 
these, materials" and said he 
could not justify _withholding 
the •rePort -"on- the lbasis Of 
speculation that leaks will oc-. 
cur." 

the reiaort's diselosure, Sirica 
pointed out that the grand 
jury has .recommended "riot 
public dissemination, but de-
livery to the House Judiciary 
Committee with a request that 
the report be used with due 
regard for the constitutional 
rights of persons under indict-
ment." 

As for Mr. Nixon himself, 
the ruling stated, "the report's 
subject is referred to-in his 
public -capacity, and, on bal-
ance with the public interest, 
any prejudice to his legal 
rights caused by disclosure to 
the committee would be mini-: 
Mal ... The report is- not an 
indictment, and the President 
would not be left without a fo-
rum in which „to adjuducate 
any charges against him that 
might employ report materi-
als.'" 

:S 	̀irica Said -the. only signifi . 
cant objection" to-sending the-about-tci - be inditted and -pro- 
• report to the House committee tecting witnesses — have dissi-
was the claim—made by law- Pated in the Watergate case. 


