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Aide Defends Resistance on Fits rt 

   

How Nixon 'Helps' Probe 

Until the committee de-
cides what an impeachable 
offense is and draws up spe-
cific chargesoogeinit4Pre""natioa 
dent Nixon based on That 
definition, Harlow says, the 

Washington 

Presidential adviser Bryce 
Harlow says that by resist-
ing efforts of the House Ju-
diciary Committee to gain 
access to its files, the White 
House is trying to help the 
committee focus its im-
peachment inquiry. 

"It is an attempt to help 
them, in a way, to decide 
specifiCally what they are 
trying to do,' he said. "As it 
is now, they have nOanchor 
to whatthey are trying to 
do." 

Harlow's views reflected a 
fundamental disagreement 
with the Judiciary Commit-
tee, which regards the dra\v-
ing of any charges against 

of  i
Nixon as the final step 
ts Autry and oneithat 

cannot be takenntil it ha  

examined all available evi-
dence. 

The nature of the disa-
greement can be seen inthe 
following exchange, which 
dealt with Harlow's rep at-
ed references to a needfor 
the committee to be rare 
specific in its requests or 
information. 

Q — that about the:re- 
quest for 42 tapes of presi-
ential conversations? That 

specific. It mentions 
es, hours even, and 'pee- 

investigation will wander 
aimlessly, creating the risk 
of what he called a constitu-
tional impasse. 

Harlow, one of Mr. Nix-
on's top aides, said in an in-
terview that th e White 
House is not being recalci-
trant or trying to hide any-
thing by refusing to open .  
White House files to the 
committee or to respond to 

qpikiirtiasiar 
o 

A more 

Tlibse are actuat:dis- ;,- custons. yes. but what are 
theY:,,relevpit to? 

Q — The committee thihks 
they relate to the Waterg te 
covert. 

A't 	understand. 40f 
course th do. 

Q 	H4v can they deter- 
mine relefancy? 

A — They have a staff of 
101. They're busy, able peo-
ple: I think they'd love to 
have theme tapes to see 7/sf 
they might be relevant to 
something. 

Harlow said the commit-
tee is receiving all the tapes 
and other documents;,11r. 
Nixon gave to the speCial 
prosecutor's office and . also 
has access to the files of the 
Senate Watergate Commit-
tee and Atother investigating 
agencieit 

"There is nothing new un-
der the sun, really, that they 
need to have from the stand-
point of the essentials," he 
said. 

Nixon aide ?7.77,e Harlow said the administration is t 
I: II irepleoto 

to make the impeachment inquiry relevant 


