SFExaminer

MaR 17 174

Nixon accused of ‘kmlcklmg under

WASHINGTON — Two
members of Congress ac-
cused the White House yes-
terday of knuckling under to
big business and trying to
weaken © a. proposal they
called “the most important
piece of consumer legisla-

tion in recent years.”
Reps. Chet Holifield
(D-Calif.) and Frank Horton
(R-N.Y.) said a last-minute
objection from President
Nixon’s budget director, Roy
Ash, is threatening efforts o
create a Consumer Protee-

tion Agency.

Such an agency would act
as a lobbyist for the consum-
er, intervening in govern-
ment activities to  present
his viewpoint and attempt-
ing to call problems to the

atténtion of various federal
agéncies. '

Controversy over how
much power such an agency
should have, and exactly
how it should go about its
business, has prevented leg-
islative action for the past
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