
BARS PRESIDENT BARS 

'AN EASY COPOUT 

BY A RESIGNATION 
Tells Chicago Executive Club 

He Will Not Be a Party to 
-Destroying Presidency 

HE ALLUDES TO MARCH 21 

But His Remarks About the 
Meeting With Dean Faillo, 
Resolve the Uncertainties 

By R. W. APPLE Jr. 
Special to The New YorkVettes 

CHICAGO, March 15—Presi-
dent Nixon declared today that 
he would not resign and that 
he refused to "be a party to'  he 
destruction of the Presidency of 
the United States." 

litesignation is an easy, cop-
out," Mr. Nixon told more than 
1,900 members of the Executive 
Club of Chicago in an extended 
queltion and answer session. 
"It might satisfy some of my 
good friendy partisans who 
wobild rather not have the prob-, 
le % of Watergate bothering 
tk, ." [ Question 7, page 12.] T  

t, the President added, 
the e could never be a strong 
Presidency if he resigned, be-
cause any President could be 
forced from office by someone 
"leveling some charges." 

"Resignation of this Presi-
dent on charges of which he is 
not guilty, resignation simply 
because-he happened to be low 
in ;`the polls, would forever! 
change our form of govern- 
ment," Mr. Nixon said. 	■ 

"It would lead to weak and 
unstable Presidencies in the fu-
ture and I will not be a party 
to the destruction of the Presi-i 
dency of the United States of 
America." 	 I 

! Less-Pointed Questions, 
Beginning another effort to'  

rebuild his standing with the 
electorate through a series of 
public appearances, Mr. Nixon 
replied confidently to 14 ques-
tions. He displayed none of 
the nervousness of gesture and 
tremulousness of voice that he 
exhibited at his March 6 news 
conference, and he was well 
received.  

The questions Were far less 
pointed than those the Presi-
dent is accustomed to dealing  

with in Washington, and. no one, 
asked him about the cOnfli 
in" his accounts of a crucial.  
March 21, 1973, meeting with 
John W. Dean 3d, a former 
White House counsel. 

White House spokesmen had 
said that Mr. Nixon would be 
prepared to explain the conflict 
here 

Without being asked, Mr. 
Nixon alluded briefly to the 
March 21 meeting. But he did 
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zlear up the confus 
su lin from his past uste  
meipts; in fact, his language 
addici further uncertainty.'  

a' prepared statement re-
lea*i" - on Aug. 1 1973, Mr. 
Nixon said of the March 21 
rnee 	: "I was told then that 
fun 	ad been raised for pay- 
men;1  the [Watergate] defend- 
ants 	. but I was told only 
that ., e money had been used 
for attorneys' fees and, family 
support, not that it had been 
paid"lb,  procure silence from 

,the recipients." 
On March 6, however, 'at his 

news'conference, the President 
said that Mr. Dean had told 
hiin that "payments had "been 
maderfo the defendants for the 
purpose of keeping them-quiet, 
not supply for their defense." 

tatement Repeated:;- 
Today, Mr. Nixon, speaking 

of himself in the third person, 
reiterated that at the March 21 
session "the President learned 
for the first time at that time 
that ,payments had been made 
to thC defendants." 

As" to what he was told of 
the purpose of the payments, 
Mr. Nixon commented that he 
wanted to correct "what may 
have been a misapprehension 
when- I spoke to the press on 
March the 6th in Washington." 
Then he added: 

"It was alleged that the pay-, 
ments 'that had been made to 
the defendants were made for 
the purpose of keeping them 
still." 

 Mr. Nixon noted that H. R. 
Raldeman, John D. Ehrlichman 
and John N. Mitchell—all for-
hier associates now under in-
dictment—all denied that the 
payments constituted hush 
money, and "they certainly 
should.be allowed the right in 
court' to establish their inno- 
cence 

His' language was less than 

Mr.
but it appeared that 

Mr. Nixon was saying that Mr. 
Dean lad charged on March 21 
hat the payments were hush 
noney. `but that Mr. Nixon had 

,ao way of knowing whether 
his version vtas true or whether  

his other, senior associates' 
were telling the Trt 

The distinction is central. If 
Mr. Nixon knew that hush 
money had been paid he could 
be charged with misprision of 
felony fqr failing to report the 
fact to law enforcement agen-
cies. But if he had only accusa-
tions that weren't substantiated 
—indeed contradicted by others 
—the misprision statute, which 
uses the word "knowledge," 
would not apply. 

But Mr. Nixon still failed to 
explain why his Aug. 15 state- 
ment had said Mr. De did 
not mention "hush 	e ." 
The President has now' 
three different positioiton ,  
what. Mr. Dean told him. 

Time and again durin' his 
appearance before the execu- 
tives, Mr. Nixon stated his be- 
lief in a strong Presidency, 
coupling that to his unwilling- 
ness to resign and to 	re- 
luctance to give any further 
tape recordings or documents 
to the House Judiciary Com-
mittee, which is studying im-
peachment. 

If, the gave the committee "a 
fishing license" for the 'White 
House files, the President said, 
future Presidents would be sur-
rounded by "eunuchs," afraid 
to give their bosses. the 'can-
did advice Presidents need. 

After he had finished speak- 
t • .0 . 3,0-chatted briefly with 

persons at the hewl 	Mr. 
Nixon returned to t 	cro- 
phone to say that while was' 
leaving the hall, he w 	not 
be leaving the Presiden until 
1977. 

Only once did he hit out at 
his critics, other than a gener-
al comment that Watergate had 
been"over-publicized." When 
James Bell, a Republican State 
Senator from Joliet, remarked 
that the President was "be-
loved" by many people in his 
district, Mr. Nixon replied, 
"perhaps you should tell your 
United States Senator tha ' 

Percy Not Present 
That was an allusiontoSen-

ator Charles H. Percy, Repub-
lican,  of Illinois, who has; said 
that he believes Mr. Nisonovill 
be impeached. Mr. Perek, a 
potential candidate for the Re-
publican Presidential nomina-
tion in 1976, was absent from 
the head table today, His of-
fice said he had a previous 
speakihg engagement in Cincin-
nati. 

Mr. Nixon used the opportu-
nity to say how he thought 
a Republican candidate' could 
win k 1976. 

Tlie4rmust be 	:point 
form, 	dent 

remar 
to pro* rity without war and 
with minimum inflation, declin- 
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ing• crime and drug addiction 
rates, a welfare program that 
will "finally make it more prof-
itable to go to mork," and a 
health care program built on 
the foundations of private medi 
cine. 

"Now if we can accomplish 
some of these goals," he said, 
"we will have a good chance 
to win. If we don't work out 
those problems it isn't -going 
to make any difference who 
gets the nomination. The candi-
date from Mayor Daley's party 
will win." 

Mayor Richard J. Daley of 
Chicago, sitting behind the 
President, beamed. He had met 
Mr. Nixon at the airport on his 
arrival here last night. 

Question on Inflation. 	I  
Asked about inflation, Mr. 

Nixon said that it would prob-
ably continue through the sec-
ond quarter but that it ;would 
subside later in the year. 

"It will go down provided 
we are responsible in our Gov-
ernment spending prog 
that the Congress does 	go 

*tand 

on a wild spending spreg„" he 
said. "It'll go down, second, be-
cause the energy crisis having 
been r • ced to a problem, 
we'll 	-, less pre swe up 
wards in; d at part' 

"And It 'will 	y too, 
'because the Prospe 	nsofar 
as food production appear to 

be very good-ar,the present 
time, although this is one that 
is extremely. difficult to pro-
iect." 

In response to other ques-
tions, Mr. Nixon said that he 
felt that he could under no 
circumstances testify in any 
court room in connection with 
the Watergate trials and dis-
agreed with a questioner's sug-
gestion that national votes of 
donfidence in the Presidency 
might be a useful addition to 
the American system. 

Mr. Nixon appeared, in dis-
cussing his taxes, to overstate, 
somewhat the views 	the 
chairman of the Senate 	• rice' 
Committee, Russell B. 	ng,' 
Democrat of Louisiana, e of 
the key men investigating Mr. 
Nixon's tax records. 

The , President quoted,- Mr. 
Long-as saying that theri)had 
been no 'evidence of fraud on 
the -part of -the - Pretident. In 
fact, mr..4ong has been saying 
that them rod been no defi-
nitive, evicience produced yet. 
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President Nixon leading Mayor Richard J. Daley to the 
center of the rhead table at luncheon in_Chicago.„ 1 
Nixon apologized to MaycirI)aley for drifting into parti-
san politics during question-and-answer session. He said, 

United Press international 

"If at times I' appeared to be a bit partisan, I didn't 
intend it at all." In the background are Stanton R. Cook, 
left, the president of The Chicago Tribune, and David 
M. Kennedy, the former Secretary of the Treasury. 


