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N
Y

T
R

im
 T

he L
iberals' C

ontribution to W
atergate 

B
y Jeffrey S

t. John 
"T

h
e ex

p
an

sio
n
 an

d
 ab

u
se o

f P
resi-

d
en

tial p
o
w

er," o
b
serv

es th
e h

isto
rian

 
A

rthur S
chlesinger Jr., in "T

he Im
perial 

P
residency," "constituted the underly-

in
g
 issu

e, th
e issu

e th
at, as w

e h
av

e 
se

e
n
, W

a
te

rg
a
te

 ra
ise

d
 to

 th
e
 su

r-
fa

c
e
. . .." 

P
ro

fesso
r S

ch
lesin

g
er, lik

e m
an

y
 

liberals favoring im
peachm

ent, refuses 
to

 face th
e ratio

n
al rem

ed
y
 to

 p
rev

en
t 

future abuse of P
residential pow

er and 
th

u
s fo

restall fu
tu

re W
aterg

ates. T
h
e 

rem
ed

y
 is fo

r lib
erals to

 ren
o
u
n
ce th

e 
ch

erish
ed

 an
d
 d

an
g
ero

u
s d

o
g
m

a th
at 

th
e G

o
v
ern

m
en

t sh
o
u
ld

 d
ictate th

e 
n
atio

n
's so

cial an
d
 eco

n
o
m

ic life. F
o
r 

W
atergate w

as partly the consequence 
of C

ongress having granted enorm
ous 

econom
ic pow

ers to the P
resident. 

T
h
e resp

ected
 p

o
llster an

d
 p

o
litical 

an
aly

st' S
am

u
el L

u
b
ell, in

 h
is critiq

u
e 

o
f th

e 1
9
7
2
 P

resid
en

tial cam
p
aig

n
, 

pointed out that it w
as "the overloaded 

eco
n
o
m

ic p
o
w

ers in
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se 

th
at sw

ep
t aw

ay
 trad

itio
n
al p

o
litical 

restrain
ts" an

d
 allo

w
ed

 N
ix

o
n
 cam

-
paign aides to m

anipulate the election. 
B

lackm
ail and extortion of huge and 

o
ften

 illeg
al cam

p
aig

n
 co

n
trib

u
tio

n
s 

from
 U

nited S
tates corporations either 

d
o
in

g
 b

u
sin

ess w
ith

 o
r co

n
tro

lled
 b

y
 

g
o
v
ern

m
en

t W
ere th

e resu
lts o

f th
e 

liberal com
pulsion for econom

ic dicta-
torship. 

C
ongress, therefore, shares consider-

able com
plicity in W

atergate, particu-
larly

 fo
r th

e u
n
lim

ited
, p

o
w

er it h
as 

turned over to the P
resident to m

anage 
th

e eco
n
o
m

y
 b

y
 w

ag
e an

d
 p

rice co
n
-

tro
ls. T

h
e tren

d
 is co

n
tin

u
in

g
, w

ith
 

such econom
ic problem

s as the energy 
crisis tu

rn
ed

 o
v
er to

 th
e P

resid
en

t, 
w

h
o
 is g

iv
en

 
ca

rte b
la

n
ch

e 
pow

ers, 
even though a grow

ing num
ber in the 

H
o
u
se an

d
 S

en
ate fav

o
r M

r. N
ix

o
n
's 

im
p
each

m
en

t o
n
 th

e g
ro

u
n
d
s th

at h
e 

abused the pow
ers previously granted 

by C
ongress! 

A
n
o
th

er illu
stratio

n
 o

f th
is tren

d
 is 

the current consideration by C
ongress 

o
f th

e b
rain

ch
ild

 in
sp

ired
 b

y
 R

alp
h
 

N
ader, the C

onsum
er P

rotection A
gen-

cy
. T

h
e p

ro
p
o
sed

 ag
en

cy
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e 

granted unprecedented pow
ers to pro-

tect co
n
su

m
ers, b

u
t at w

h
at p

o
litical 

an
d
 tax

 co
sts? A

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 th
e n

o
n
-

p
artisan

 T
ax

 F
o
u
n
d
atio

n
, th

e F
ed

eral 
G

overnm
ent currently adm

inisters 1,000 
consum

er program
s in 57 G

oV
ernm

ent 
ag

en
cies at an

 an
n
u
al co

st o
f $

3
 b

il-
lio

n
. B

u
t eq

u
ally

 im
p
o
rtan

t, sin
ce th

e 
ag

en
cy

 w
o
u
ld

 b
e a n

ew
 arm

 o
f th

e 
executive branch, political control of a 
C

onsum
er P

rotection A
gency w

ould be 
vested in the W

hite H
ouse staff. 

M
r. N

ader and his allies in C
ongress 

have decried the W
atergate scandal in 

general and corporate cam
paign con-

tributions in particular—
contributions, 

for exam
ple, from

 the A
ssociated M

ilk 
P

ro
d
u
cers, In

c., an
d
 o

th
er co

m
p
an

ies 
an

d
 in

d
u
stries th

at are eith
er su

b
si-

dized or controlled by past acts of C
on-

g
ress an

d
 ad

m
in

istered
 b

y
 th

e ex
ecu

-
tive. 

B
ut M

r. N
ader and his allies refuse 

to
 face th

e u
n
d
erly

in
g
 cau

se o
f p

o
lit-

ical corruption connected w
ith corpo- 

ratio
n
s. In

stead
, th

ey
 p

u
sh

 fo
r m

o
re 

political control over the private econ-
om

y and advocate F
ederal financing of 

electio
n
s, w

h
ich

 w
o
u
ld

 p
lace ev

en
 

g
reater p

o
w

ers in
 th

e h
an

d
s o

f th
e 

G
overnm

ent. 
"T

h
e fu

ro
r o

v
er p

riv
ate fin

an
cin

g
," 

asserts a Y
ale law

 p
ro

fesso
r, R

alp
h
 

W
in

ter Jr., in
 a stu

d
y
 fo

r th
e A

m
er-

ican
 E

n
terp

rise In
stitu

te, "is lik
ely

 to
 

obscure one of the few
 clear lessons of 

W
atergate—

the lesson that unchecked 
discretion to bestow

 or give aw
ay eco-

nom
ic favors perm

its G
overnm

ent offi-
cials to

 w
ield

 arb
itrary

 p
o
w

er. O
n
ly

 
im

position of controls on the exercise 
of that pow

er can solve the underlying 
evil." 

In
 recen

t m
o
n
th

s, tw
o
 p

ro
m

in
en

t 
m

em
b
ers o

f th
e A

d
m

in
istratio

n
 h

av
e 

offered sim
ilar view

s. T
reasury S

ecre-
tary

 G
eo

rg
e P

. S
h
u
ltz asserted

 last 
N

o
v
em

b
er th

at W
aterg

ate n
o
t o

n
ly

 
bore out L

ord A
cton's adm

onition that 
"p

o
w

er ten
d
s to

 co
rru

p
t an

d
 ab

so
lu

te 
p
o
w

er co
rru

p
ts ab

so
lu

tely
," b

u
t co

n
-

firm
ed

 th
e co

n
serv

ativ
e co

n
ten

tio
n
 

th
at th

e stro
n
g
er a g

o
v
ern

m
en

t th
e 

m
ore corrupt it w

ill becom
e. 

E
choing this them

e, P
residential ad-

viser P
atrick B

uchanan in a speech in 
January pointed out that those liberals 
n
o
w

 d
ecry

in
g
 W

aterg
ate w

ere th
o
se 

very sam
e individuals in the nineteen-

sixties w
ho term

ed conservative oppo-
sitio

n
 to

 ex
p
an

sio
n
 o

f G
o
v
ern

m
en

t 
pow

er "tim
id and negative." 

M
r. B

u
ch

an
an

 b
eliev

es, m
o
reo

v
er, 

that only a renunciation of the notion 
b
y
 lib

erals th
at p

o
litical p

o
w

er can
 

so
lv

e so
cial an

d
 eco

n
o
m

ic. p
ro

b
lem

s  

w
ill b

rin
g
 ab

o
u
t g

en
u
in

e refo
rm

 an
d
 

prevent future W
atergates. "F

or politi-
cians to prom

ise," he states, "that this 
o
r th

at p
ro

g
ram

 is th
e an

sw
er to

 th
e 

age-old problem
 of poverty or m

alnu-
tritio

n
 o

r b
ig

o
try

 is to
 m

islead
 an

d
 

d
eceiv

e, to
 ad

d
 to

 th
e ev

en
tu

al d
isil-

lusionm
ent and distrust of the political 

p
ro

cess, to
 d

raw
 d

o
w

n
 u

p
o
n
 th

e lim
-

ited
 rem

ain
in

g
 m

o
ral cap

ital o
f g

o
v
-

ernm
ent." 

A
 m

easu
re o

f th
is d

istru
st an

d
 th

e 
declining m

oral capital of the political 
process is found in recent opinion sur-
veys that show

 as low
 a public regard 

for C
ongress as the executive. N

ever-
theless, C

ongress continues to concen-
trate m

o
re p

o
w

er in
 th

e ex
ecu

tiv
e, as 

illu
strated

 b
y
 th

e S
en

ate's refu
sal to

 
scu

ttle w
ag

e an
d
 p

rice co
n
tro

ls. It is 
th

e h
eig

h
t o

f p
o
litical h

y
p
o
crisy

 an
d
 

intellectual dishonesty for m
em

bers of 
C

ongress to dem
and im

peachm
ent of 

the P
resident on the grounds of "abuse 

o
f p

o
w

er" w
h
en

 it is so
m

e o
f th

o
se 

sam
e leg

islato
rs w

h
o
 v

o
te fo

r reten
-

tio
n
 o

f P
resid

en
tial p

o
w

ers o
r th

eir 
ex

p
an

sio
n
 b

y
 th

e creatio
n
 o

f n
ew

 
agencies. 

C
o
n
g
ressm

en
 m

u
st ex

am
in

e th
eir 

o
w

n
 co

n
scien

ces an
d
 actio

n
s if th

ey
 

are really to deal w
ith the problem

 of 
ab

u
se o

f P
resid

en
tial p

o
w

er. W
h
at is 

required of them
 is an end to the cur-

rent and unrecognized form
 of political 

rack
eteerin

g
 th

at g
u
aran

tees fu
tu

re 
corruption in governm

ent: 

Jeffrey St. John is a new
s com

m
entator 

on ra
d
io

 a
n
d
 televisio

n
 a

n
d
 a

 syn
d
i-

cated colum
nist. 


