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Probers, 
Nixon 
Clash 

Showdown 
Seen on Efforts 
For New Data 
By Richard L. Lyons 

and Carroll Kilpatrick 
Washington Post Staff Writers 

The House Judiciary Com-
mittee and the White House 
moved closer to collision 
yesterday over the commit-
tee's efforts to obtain more 
data for its impeachment 
inquiry of President Nixon. 

First,' t h; White House 
angered the committee by re-
leasing to some news organ-
izatioia Monday a letter from 
the committee's special coun- 
sel, John Doar, requesting 
tapes_of specified presidential 
conversations. Most commit-. 
.tee members had not ;seen the 
letter. They were especially 
critical because the committee 
has imposed on itself 'a secrecy 
rule bn sensitive impeachment 
data 'received from the White 
House or other sources. 

Then, at a news briefing 
yesterday, White/. House 
spokesman Ronald L. Ziegler 
said the committee should 
study material already deliv-
ered before asking for more. 
He ibis° strongly suggested 
thatethe committee -should de-
fine impeachable offenses be-
fore proceeding further, but 
refused to make that an abso-
lute,- condition for giving the 
confmittee more mat vial. 

"We are prepared N cooper-
ate,' Ziegler told newsmen, 
butmthe overall impression 
given; by his comments was 
that of resisting committee ef. 
forts, to obtain more informa-
tion than the White House has 
agreed to give, and part, of 
which has been delivered. 

Committee Chairman- Peter 
W. Rodino (D-N.J.) repeated 
his determination, backed by'a 
resolution approved byge the 
House, "to obtain information 
we need wherever it is." He 
also repeated his statement 
that the committee will not at-
tempt to define impeachable 
offenses, on grounds that that 
is a decision each congress-
man must make. 

Rep. Robert McClory of Illi-
nois, second-ranking commit- 

tee Republican, said that if 
Ziegler's remarks, meant that 
the liirgite House will net pro-
vide the tapes requested; "it 
signals a very serious confron-
tation between the committee 
and the White House." 

Rep. Jack Brooks of Texas, 
third-ranking committee Dem-
ocrat called the White House 
release of a letter whose key 
section ideatifying dates .and 
participants in taped talks hay 
not even been shown to„, com-
mil members an "affront" 
and ucksterisrn." 

"The White Hthise is not go-
ing to cooperate," Brooks said 
at a committee meeting. "It's 
just a question of time before 
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we send n subpoena down 
there." 

The committee made clear 
last week that it would issue a: 
subpoena te compel delivery; 
of reformation if the White 
House does not offer it volun-
tardy. The collision would,

;  

come if the White House ig 
nored the subpoena or went to 
court to try to have it ruled in-
valid. 

The present difficulty h 
it&enkblic beginning at a co 
mittee meeting last Thursd 

rWhen Doar read most of a let-
ter requesting White House 
materials that he had sent on 
Feb. 25 to James D. St. Clair, 
the President's chief defense 
counsel. 

But • Doar referred to the 
key items only as "six tapes" 
of conversations involving Mr. 
Nixon and others about "the 
Watergate cover-up." 

Ziegler protested yesterday 
that-the request was not ter 
six but for' 42 taped conversa- 
tions. He said he made this 
statement to show that the 
committee had requested far 
more data than its public 
statements indicated. 

Doer's letter was leaked by 
Ken W. Clawson, White House 
director of communications. 

Rodino then made the Door,  
letter public at the Capitol. It 
does not state the number of 
tapes involved, but indicates' , 
that the "six" referred to dif,„1 
ferent subject matters rathef? 
than tapes. 

Doar's requests were for 
taped conversations between 
the following: 

ethe President and his for-
mer White House chief Of 
staff H. R. (Bob) H'aldemA 
"on or about" 'Feb. 20, 1973 
'"that concern the possible ap- 
pointment of Mr. (Jeb S.) Ma-
gruder to a gdvernment posi-
tion." 

• The President, Haldeman 
andeJohn D. Ehrlichman, Mr. 
Nixon's former chief domestie 
ady*r, "on or about" Feb. 27, 
1913, "that concern the assign- 
ment of (former presidential 
counsel John) Dean to work 

directly with the Presid 	On 
Watergate and Wet& 	'-re- 
lated matters." 

• .The President and Dean 
"on March 17. 1973 from 1:25 
to 2:10 p.m. and March 20, 
1973 from 7:29 to 7:43 p.m." 

• The President and Ehrl-
ichman on March.. --27. 19'73 
from 11:10 a.m. to 1:30 p,m. 
and on March 30 from 12:02 to 
12:18 p.m. 

• All conversations between 
the ,,President and Haldeman 
and 4;between the President 
and Ehrlichman during the pe-
riod of April 14 through 17, 
1973! 

• All conversations betWeen 
the Presidert4nd hisformer 
Attoeriey Gc- fe.,  al. Richard G. 
Kleiridienst, and Henry E. Pe- 
terson, assistant attorney gen- 
eral in charge of the criminal 
division of the 'Justice Depart-
ment from April 15 through 
18, 1973. 

One committee member said 
last week the requested tapes 
also included talks involving 
former Attorney General John 
N. Mitchell and former White 
House special counsel Charles 
Colson. Their names do not 
lapnear in Doer's letter. 

St. 'Clair, in his reply to 
Doar's lettexl, offered the com- 
mittee more than 700 docu- 
ments and 19 tapes which the' 
White House, had already 
given.  to Watergate Special 
Prosecutor Leon Jaworski. 
But his letter made no men- 
tion of these six other categor-
ies of tapes that had not been 
given to Jaworski. 

There has been no res se 
from the White House, e , t 
for Ziegler's remarks yester-
day whether these tapes, 
which Ziegler said number. 42, 
will be- turned over. 

Rodin° said he understood • 
St. Clair was to discuss this is-
sue with the President yester-
day after his return from a 
Florida weekend. 

Ziegler, like St. Clair. por-
trayed the House committee 
as requesting blanket permis- „_ sion to rummage thrertigh it11 
of the President's files and, -as 
Mr, Nixon said at his news 
conference last Wednesday, to 

• "paw" over them in a "fishin 
expedition." 

They apparently drew that 
conclusion from this language 
in Doar's letter: 

"We believe the next logical 
step is to have, you outline for 
us how the White House files 
are indexed, how presidential 
pacers are indexed, and how 
ptesidential conversations and ! 
memoranda are indexed. We 
'are particularly interested in 
kno*ing how the files of Mr. I 
Haldeman, Mr. Ehrlichman,'  
Mr. Colson and Mr. Dean are 
indexed. If we could work out 
a way whereby members of 
the inquiry staff may examine I 
these files for the purpose of  

selecting materials which, in 
our opinion, are necessarytfer 
the investigation, 1 believe 
that the inquiry would be ex- , 
pedited." 

Rodino I  insisted that this ; was not a request for access to 
'files, but an effort to learn how 
the system works so that re- 
quests could be made more 

iprecise. 
Ziegler said the committee 

has no authority "to back up a 
truck and haul off the White 
House illtr." 

Zie 	said, as did Se. Cale 
in his letter, that the informa-
tion offered should be suffi-
cient for the committee to 
complete its inquiry into 
whether the President should 
be impeached for Watergate 
or other matters. 

"Aren't you attemptina to 
the, areas of the cotrinit- , 

I tee's inquiry?" , Ziegler wasl 
asked.' 
I "No, " he replied. "7 he 
!White House is trying to coop-
erate, but in a way that does 
not undermine the doctrine of 
separation of powers." He said 

f it woultbe "constitutionally 
irrespo sible" for the Presi-
dent to 'open up all files to the 
comth,ittee. 

Ziegler said the breadth of 
the committee's requests for 
documents 	and 	tapes 
"emp:;, 'tally illustrates the 

inec 	of authoritatively de- 
Ohat is an impeachable 

offense." 
But when asked whether he 

was saying that the -White 1Housakvill provide noe, more 
materia until the• co 	ittee 
has taken this action t hich 
it is 	posed, Ziegler 	e no 
dire nswer. 

"We are prepared to cooper-
ate, to discuss additional areas 
with the committee, and we 
will enter into the discussions 
with* a cooperative attitude," 
said Ziegler. , 

The White House had 
agreed_to send to the commit-
tee the same material it gave 
Jaworski only after the,com-
mittee responded to St. Ciair's 
concern' about confidentiality 
of White House files 'by adopt-
ing a rule binding members 
not to divulge material re-
ceiveditast ThursdayeadtlinO 
discouraged committee mem-
bers from asking to see Doar's 
letter to St. Clair for fear of 
leaks. 

Rep. Edward Hutchinson (R-
Mich.), senior committee Re-
publican, caused a flurry dur-
ing yesterday's committee 
meeting when he said he had 
been told that some of the dis: 
puted tapes had been deliv-
ered. Rodin° later reported 
that thiS'was incorrect. 

The meeting was called to 
act oh , other legislation to 

limit the President's power to 
pocket-veto legislation. The is-
sue of the leaked' letter and 
the withheld tapes was the 
subject of only a few critical 
remarks.beeDemocrats. 


