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Nixon Unwilling 
To Surrender 
42 More Ta es 

Washington 
The White House indicated yesterday that Presi-dent Nixon is unwilling to supply, 42 additional 'Water-gate-related tape recordings requested by the House Judiciary Committee'for its impeachment pcsreedings. 

VAR 1 3 1974.  

. Presidential press secre-
tary Ronald L. Ziegler 'said 
at an unusually long news 
briefing — almost' •an hour 
and a half — that it would 
b e ;."constitutionally.,..,..3irre-
sponsible" for Mr. Nixon to 
give the committee all that 
it is seeking. 

"The mere fact of an im-
peachnient inquiry does not 
give Congress the right to 
back up a truold haul 
off White House files," Zie-
gler 'said. 

T h e press secretary 
stopped short of outright 
rejection of the committee's 
request, which might well 
lead to a subpoena and to 
y e t another constitutional 
confrontation. 

Late yesterday afternoon, 
Bryce Harlow, a counselor 
to the President, said Mr. 
Nixon has not precluded re-
lease of the 42 tapes. But he 
said Mr. Nixon wants 'the 
committee to adopt tighter 
"rules of relevance" and 
wants the committee itself, 
rather than its staff, to de-
cide which tapes it really 
needs. 

Ziegler argued, i n re-
sponse to questioning, that 
the committee is asking for 
"more and more and more," 
before it has received and 
analyzed materials that the 
White- House i s in the 
process of furnishing to it. 

Besides the material 
ready given to the special 
prosecutor, Ziegler said, the 
White House is providing 
"boxes of materials" on 
such subjects -as antitrust 
deliberations, o i I import  

quota actions and. decisions 
by the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, the Cost of 
Living Council, the comp-
troller of the currency and 
t h e Federal Communica-
tions. Commission. He did 
not explain Why the house 
committee had sought these 
materials. 

"We feel that once they 
begin to assess what we are 

, now in the process of fur-
nishing," the press secre-
tary asserted, "they will 
conclude that they have suf-
ficient materials to complete 
their inquiry and to com-
plete it quickly!! 

He returned repeatedly to 
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the theme that th.;  emmit- 
tee ought to def' 	n im- 
peachable offense an,.isd pre- 

t.' pare a list_ of 	ific 
charges against Mr. ixon 
before gaining accessito any 
more tapes and documents. . 

Ziegler was asked several 
times whether such action 
was a precondition to fur-
ther negotiations on the 42 
tapes between James D. St. 
Clair, the special White 

More Watergate news 
on Pages 8 and 9. 

House counsel, and John 
Doer, special counsel to the 
judiciary committee. At no 
point° did he'give a direct re-. 
sponse. 

But his answers left the 

clear implication that nego-
tiations between the two 
lawyers are unlikely t o 
progress much unless the 
committee is willing to come 
forward with a definition 
and a list of charges. 

On two other matters, Zie-
gler said that: 

The . White House would 
provide soon a detailed eX-
planation of the apparent 
contradiction in Mr. Nixon's 
accounts of his March 21, 
1973,. discussions about pay-
ments of "hush" money, to 
the seven original Watergate 
defendants. 

The apparent contradic-
tions concern statementsthe 
President made last 
Wednesday, and last August 
15. 

MT. - Nixon said last 
Wednesday that then - coml. 
sel John Dean told him at a 
Arch 21, 1973 meeting, that 
"payments had been made 
to the (Watergate) defend-
ants for the purpose of keep-
ing them quiet, not simply 
for their defense." 

Last August, the President 
said of the March 21 meet-
ing: "I was only told that 
the Money had been used for 
attorneys' fees and family 
support, not that it had been 
paid to procure silence from 
the defendants." 

Ziegler also said that .Mr. 
Nixon had told him yester-
day morning that he had 
never asked to see the tax 
files of previous presidents 
and that, to the best of his 

recollection, he had never 
asked any aide to look them 
up, as indicated in an article 
published in the .New York 
Times. 

Last night, the President 
made a brief appearance be-
fore the 25th annual congres-
sional dinner of the. Veterans 
of Foreign Wars. 

The key to this country's 
ability to play the role of 
peacemaker lies in its 
strength. he told the 2500 
VFW members. 
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