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James W. McCold, a con-
victed Watergate conspira-
tor. has accused President
Nixon of having “fatally in-
fected” McCord’s trial pro-

ceedings early last year by

criminally suppressing and

concealing evidence of the

Watergale coverup.

In a three - page letter
written  Thursday and
mailed to the New York
Times and other news or-
ganizations, McCord based
his complaint on what he
termed Mr. Nixon’s ‘‘fantas-
tic admission” during nis
news conference Wednesday
night that John W. Dean ITL
told him on March 21, 1973,

fhat  “hush money” pay-
ments had bsen made to the
original Watergate defend-
ants.

McCord alleged that Pres-
iclent Nixon had “‘deliberate-
ly concealed and suppressed
for one year from me and
the courts the facdis made
known last (Wednesday)
might.”

That act, MeCord- said,
was in violation of federal
laws requiring knowledge of

the commission of a felony
toshe.reported to the appro-

priatetauthorities.

In his letter, MeCord mot-
ed that a criminal® case
* against Daniel Ellsberg had
been dismissed last May in
Los Angeles after govern-
ment wrong-doing and add-
ed that if the President had
told the distriet court of the
“hush” payments, the origi-
nal Watergate convictions
“would have had to been
thrown out on the same
grounds as in the Ellsberg
case.”

His detter added: .
~ “‘President Nixon neither
Immediately made kriown to
Judge Sirica (Chief Judge
John ©J. Sirica ‘of the US..
district Court), nor to his at-
tqrney general, nor to the
director of the FBI, nor to
the (Watergate) prosecu-

cCord's Angry

tors, the. obstruction of jus-
tice information given him
by Dean on March21.”

In a subsequent telephone
intetview, McCord angrily
declared that ¢if the justice
system was working the way
it should, Mr. Nixon and
Dean should have walked
over to Judge Sirica’s office
and told him therehad been
obstruction® of justice be-
cause there had heen money
payments to keep the de-
fendants quiet.”

MecCord, who has appealed
his conviction, claimed that

the President’s alleged fail- -
ure to report the payments

was relevant to his case be-
cause - of his controversial
letter — which told for the
first time of the broad scope
of the coverup and which
was opened and read by Sir-
ica on March 20, the day be-
fore the Nixon - Dean meet-
ing and three days before
McCord was to be sen-
tencéd.

Sirica made the MeCord

letter public on March 23, a
development that stunned

- the White House and, as sub-

sequent Senate Watergate
committee testimony 1e-
vealed, served as a catalyst
in revealing much of the
coverup attempt. As a result
of the letter, Sirica delayed
sentencing McCord and or-
dered him to begin testifying
before the Watergate grand
jury.

At his news conference
Wednesday, Mr. Nixon re-
called the Dean meeting on
March 21 and said that “for
the first time . .. he told me
that payments had been
made to defendants for the

purpose of keeping them .

quiet, not simply for their
defense.”

That characterization of
the session sharply contrast-
ed with what Mr. Nixon had
previously said about the
Dean meeting, during a
news conference last August
15 ‘

“I was told then that funds
had heen raised for pay-

ments to the defendants with
the knowledge and approval
of persons both onthe White
House staff and at the re-
election committee. But I
was only told that the money
had been used for attorneys’
fees and family support, not
that it had been paid to pro-
cure silence from the recipi-
ents.”

The discrepancy was
brought to the attention of
the White House Thursday
during the routine morning
news briefing, but officials
there refused to comment.
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