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B
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h
y 

C
hronicle C

orrespondent 
W

ashington 

O
n
 th

e w
h
o
le, to

 p
ara-

phrase W
.C

. F
ields, the R

e-
publicans w

ould rather be in 
S

an
ta B

arb
ara. 

A
n
d
 th

e
y
'd

 a
lso

 p
re

fe
r 

that C
incinnati did not exist. 

T
h
at ap

p
eared

 to
 b

e th
e 

G
O

P
 sentim

ent here yester-
d
ay

 at th
e o

p
en

in
g
 o

f th
e 

N
ational G

overnors' C
onfer-

ence. 

V
ic e P

resid
en

t G
erald

 
F

ord found m
uch solace in 

th
e v

icto
ry

 o
f R

ep
u
b
lican

 
S

tate S
enator R

obert L
ago-

m
arsin

o
 in

 T
u
esd

ay
's sp

e-
cial C

ongressional election 
in the 13th (S

anta B
arbara-

V
entura) D

istrict. 

"I w
as greatly encouraged 

by the new
s that the R

epub-
lican

 can
d
id

ate g
o
t 5

4
 p

er 
cent of the vote and defeat-
ed seven D

em
ocrats," F

ord 
to

ld
 a h

o
tel co

rrid
o
r p

ress 
co

n
feren

ce. (In
 1

9
7
2
, th

e 
G

O
P

 w
o
n
 th

e d
istrict w

ith
 

70.3 per cent of the vote.) 

F
ord said he w

as "disap-
pointed" t h e R

epublicans 
had lost in O

hio's F
irst C

on-
g
ressio

n
al D

istrict, lo
n
g
 a 

party stronghold. 

In his address to the gov-
ern

o
rs earlier in

 th
e d

ay
, 

F
ord said ruefully: 

"I hope you w
ill not take 

note of the fact that I cam
-

paigned recently in C
incin-

nati but not in C
alifornia." 

H
e told reporters the O

hio 
results present "a very seri-
ous problem

 to us as R
epub-

licans," but he felt that the 
general elections in N

ovem
-

ber w
ill not be a disaster for 

th
e p

arty
. 

"In
 m

y
 ju

d
g
m

e
n
t, th

e
 

econom
y is going to be m

ov-
ing forw

ard in the F
all and 

that should help the R
epubli-

can candidates," F
ord said. 

A
sked if he felt that G

O
P

 
candidates should "s e p a-
ra

te
" th

e
m

se
lv

e
s fro

m
 

P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
, th

e V
ice 

P
resident replied: 

"I see n
o
 n

eed
 fo

r an
y
 

R
epublican to abandon the 

P
resident . . . w

ho has done 
such a good job in so m

any 
areas." 

O
n C

apitol H
ill, C

alifor-
nia's R

onald R
eagan paused 

b
riefly

 b
efo

re atten
d
in

g
 a 

luncheon of R
epublican con-

g
ressio

n
al assistan

ts to
 as-

se
ss th

e
 e

le
c
tio

n
 re

su
lts 

thus: 
"I'm

 sorry w
e lost in O

hio, 
o
f c

o
u
rse

, b
u
t w

e
 h

a
d
 a

 
great trium

ph in C
alifornia. 

"T
 h

 e D
em

o
crats th

in
k
 

th
ey

'v
e g

o
t so

m
eth

in
g
 (in

 
W

atergate) to run w
ith as a  

single issue, but B
ob L

ago-
m

arsino m
ade them

 run on 
the question of 'w

ho do you 
w

an
t to

 rep
resen

t y
o
u
 in

 
W

ashington' and w
on." 

R
epublican D

an E
vans, of 

W
ashington, chairm

an of the 
conference, view

ed the O
hio 

resu
lts in

 a m
an

n
er th

at 
w

o
u
ld

 p
lease D

r. N
o
rm

an
 

V
incent P

eale. 

"T
hese reverses m

ay w
ell 

regenerate party strength," 
he said. 

"T
h
e trial b

y
 fire in

 '7
4
 

could build strength for the 
party in '76." 

B
u
t O

h
io

's D
em

o
cratic 

G
overnor John G

illigan w
as 

not all that sanguine about 
either 	

t h
 e R

ep
u
b
lican

 
chances or M

r. N
ixon's fu-

ture. 
U

n
d
erstan

d
ab

ly
 elated

 
o
v
er th

e  C
in

cin
n
ati w

in
, 

w
hich both parties chose as 

a testing ground on the W
a-

tergate issue, G
illigan said: 

"N
obody can say they (the  

R
ep

u
b
lican

s) w
ere cau

g
h
t 

w
ith their guard dow

n. T
hey 

sen
t in

 all th
eir b

ig
 g

u
n
s. 

"I'd guess there are about 
2
0
 to

 2
5
 R

ep
u
b
lican

 C
o
n
-

g
ressm

en
 an

d
 a co

u
p
le o

f 
S

enators w
ho w

on last tim
e 

w
ith

 5
5
 to

 5
8
 p

er cen
t o

f 
the vote w

ho are now
 check-

ing their hole cards. 

"I think they m
ight quiet-

ly
 g

o
 to

 th
e P

resid
en

t an
d
 

suggest he step aside. P
er-

sonally, I think it w
ould be 

b
etter fo

r th
e co

u
n
try

 an
d
 

also better for his party." 

E
arlier in

 th
e d

ay
, th

e 
governors w

ere told that if 
the states w

ill lose up to $2 
the states w

ill los up to $2 
billion in fuel tax revenges 
this year. 

"In less than tw
o m

onths," 
said

 th
e rep

o
rt o

f th
e A

d
-

visory C
om

m
ission on Inter-

g
o
v
ern

m
en

tal R
elatio

n
 s, 

"the general fiscal situation 
fo

r state g
o
v
ern

m
en

ts h
as 

radically changed from
 op-

tim
ism

 to
 g

re
a
t u

n
c
e
r-

tain
ty

." 

N
ervo

u
s G

O
P

 G
o

vern
o

rs 


