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New Testimony in

e

New York

Former Attorney General
John N.. Mitchell was noti-
tied in January, 1972, that
international ' financier Rob-
ert L. Vesco, then under in-
vestigation by the govern-
ment, was considering a
“‘substantial contribution” to
the Nixon presidential cam-
paign that year.

In his second day of testi-
mony as the government’s
star witness and granted im-
munity from prosecution,
Harry L. . Sears said that
Mitchell was informed of
Vesco’s proposed contribu-
tion at a meeting with Sears
in Mitchell’s office in the
Justice Department build-
ing. ' -

Vesco at that time was
being vigorously investi-
gated by the staff of the Se-
curities and Exchange Com-
mission. i g

Mitchell and his -code-
fendant, former Commerce
Secretary Maurice H. Stans.
are accused of attempting to
impede a federal fraud in-
vestigation of Vesco in ex-
change for his secret $200.-
%00 contribution to the Nixon

Aitchell Trial

re-election campaign and
then lying about it to a
grand jury. The payment
allegedly was made on April
10, 1972.

Sears, a prominent New
Jersey  Republican and
friend of both Mitchell and
Vesco. is accused of being
one of the bagmen in the
contribution.

Under questioning yester-
day, Sears said he provided
information to federal prose-
cutors in the case during a
conference with them this
past weekend, but he was
not able to recollect with
certainty yesterday whether
that meeting with Mitchell
occurred January 12 or a
week later.

Prosecutor John R. Wing

asked Judge Lee P. Gagliar-
di to declare Sears a hostile

~witness. The judge refused,

but gave Wing more free-
dom in examining the wit-
ness.

Sears testified that he had
a number of conversations
with Vesco in late Decem-
ber, 1971, and early Janu-
ary. 1972. At one point Ves-
co said he would like to give

as much as a half a million
dollars,” he said.

Sears testified that Vesco
wanted to make the counfri-
bution *‘big enough to be rec-
otgnized.”

“‘He wanted to get a diplo-
matic passport which he
said would give him statlus
and certain privileges with
U.S. embassies,”” Sears said.

Sears testified that he had
informed Mitchell that Ves-
co had been a big enough
contributor in the 1968 Nixon
election campaign to pur-
chase a box at the inaugural
ball that year.

Earlier, the name of John
D. Ehrlichman, President
Nixon’s former domestic af-
fairs adviser, wa$ brought
into the trial.

Sears said Ehrlichman
had sent a memo to Mitch-
ell, asking the attorney gen-
eral to check with various
U.S. embassies on Vesco's
behalf. Sears said that Ves-
co wanted “‘a good word put
in for Bob Vesco at the U.S.
embassies in Luxembnurz,

Amsterdam, Beirut and
Hong Kong.”
Sears said that Vesco

wanted it to be known that
he was ‘“‘a reputable Ameri-
can citizen’ in the event en-
quiries were made at these
embassies regarding his var-
ious business enterprises in-
those countries.
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