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The House Judiciary Com-
mittee directed its laNseyers.  
Yestgday to obtain a s 
grand jury report On. 
dent Nixon's possible 
the Watergate covernp$and 
to determine by tomorrow if 
the White House will Supply 
evidence for use in - im-
peachment inquiry. 

Implicit in both deli ions 
by the Judiciary Committee 
was a threat to use, if neces-
sary, the panel's broad sub-
poena powers against both 
the White louse and the 
courts to obtain evidence for 
the investigation of the Pres-
ident's conduct in office. 

The committee chairman, 
Representative Peter W. Ro-
din() Jr. (Dem-N.J.), sclied-
uled meetings tomorrow and 
Friday to "take further ac-
tion" i f the committee's 
quest for information is not 
successful. 

The committee actions, at 
a closed two-hour "brief-
ing," were intended to bring 
to a head today two develop-
ments that could determine 
the duration of theimpeach-
meat inquiry.' 

The committee authorized 
its two senior impeachment 
lawyers, John M. Doar and 
Albert E. Jenner, to take 
part in a hearing set today 
by Chief U.S. District Judge 
John J. Sirica on what is to 
be done with the grand 
jury's sealed report and a 
briefcase said to containevi-
dence teupporting the jurors' 
conclusions about Mr. Nix-
on's alleged role in a con-
spiracy to obstruct the Wa-
tergate investigation. 

But the House panel spe-
cifically instructed the law-
yers to tell Sirica that the 
committee is entitled under 
the Cohstitution t o any ma-
terial bearing on the Presi-
dent's conduct and that the 
committee is not subiect to 
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the jurisdiction o f the 
courts. 

Asked by newsmen if the 
committee would have the 
right to obtain the grand 
jury material even if Sirica 
should refuse to release it, 
Dear said flatly that the 
House o f Representatives 
"would have that right." 

Doar's position was appar-
ently based on the wide-
spread belief among com-
mittee members that the 
Constitution, in giving the 
House the "sole power" to 
impeach, confers o n the 
committee unlimited author-
ity to obtain any information 
necessary to reach a 'judg-
ment. 

The committee also fo-
cused on a letter sent to 
Doar late Monday by James 
D. St. Clair, the President's 
special Watergate counsel. 
In the letter, St. Clair said 
he would "try to expedite" a 
Feburary 25 request from 
the committee for a number 
of. Watergate tape record-
ings and documents, but 
that he °could not give the 
White House reply before to-
day. 

The Judiciary Committee 
reportedly discussed briefly 
whether to issue an immedi-
ate subpoena for the White 
House evidence. Rodin said 
the panel reached a "con-
sensus," however, that it 
should wait Addl. tomorrow 
and then taW'further action 
"in the event there is .a fail-' 
ure to honor our request." 

Representative Jertone R. 
Waldie (Dem-Calif.) told  

newsmen after the meeting 
that "there's going to be a' 
subpoena, sure as hell," if 
the White House does not 
supply the material volun-
tarily. 

Others on the committee, 
Republicans and Democrats, 
voiced the same view in 
softer terms, but said the 
panel would prefer to avoid 
the risk of having subpoenas 
challenged in court and the 
completion of the impeach-
ment inquiry delayed: 

Lawyers for the White 
House, the committee, Wat-
e r g,a t e special prosecutor 
Leon Jaworsld and 'defend-
ants in Watergate crimimal 
caseffnet-privateiy 	sir- 
ica yesterday afternodirre-
garding the scheduled open 
hearing on the grand jury 
reports. 	”g-mut 

At tote White House, Ger-
ald L. Warren, the  deputy 
press secretary, declared 
that Mr. Nixon has decided 
what course to follow if Siri-
ca should decide to give the 
House panel the sealed docu-
ment. 
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