
W
XPost 

R
ow

land E
vans and R

obert N
ovak, 	

M
A

R
 4 

1974 

H
ouse R

epublicans: W
idening the Im

peachm
ent Split 

A
 m

ailin
g
 receiv

ed
 a few

 d
ay

s ag
o
 

b
y
 all 1

7
 R

ep
u
b
lican

s o
n
 th

e H
o
u
se 

Judiciary C
om

m
ittee clim

axed a cam
-

paign to undercut A
lbert E

. Jenner Jr. 
as their special im

peachm
ent counsel, 

w
id

en
in

g
 a serio

u
s in

tern
al sp

lit o
v
er 

im
p
each

m
en

t am
o
n
g
 H

o
u
se R

ep
u
b
li-

cans. 
T

h
e m

ailin
g
 w

as sen
t o

u
t b

y
 th

e 
co

m
m

ittee's R
ep

u
b
lican

 staff. It co
n
-

tain
ed

 a b
rief ad

v
o
catin

g
 a lim

ited
 

v
iew

 o
f w

h
at co

n
stitu

tes an
 im

p
each

-
able offense, w

hich Jenner had no part 
in w

riting. A
lso In the envelope, added 

gratuitously and w
ithout com

m
ent, w

as 
a m

ag
azin

e article d
escrib

in
g
 Jen

n
er 

as a to
u
g
h
 p

ro
secu

to
rial ty

p
e. T

h
e 

cu
m

u
lativ

e effect o
f th

e m
ailin

g
: in

-
tentionally anti-Jenner. 

In
d
eed

, th
e situ

atio
n
 is so

 serio
u
s 

that Jenner, a prestigious C
hicago law

-
yer and form

er P
resident of the A

m
er-

ican B
ar A

ssociation, m
ight quit rather 

than suffer indignities. C
onsequently, 

h
is su

p
p
o
rters, w

h
o
 su

sp
ect W

h
ite 

H
o
u
se in

v
o
lv

em
en

t, m
ay

 in
sist o

n
 

th
rash

in
g
 o

u
t d

ifferen
ces in

 a clo
sed

-
door session of com

m
ittee R

epublicans 
this w

eek, 

A
n
y
 su

ch
 sessio

n
 w

o
u
ld

 lik
ely

 ag
-

g
rav

ate th
e d

eep
in

g
 sp

lit am
o
n
g
 th

e 
1
7
 R

ep
u
b
lican

s. A
 m

in
o
rity

 co
n
sid

er 
them

selves perform
ing a quasi-judicial 

role, w
eighing evidence against P

resi-
dent N

ixon; a m
ajority (w

hile not ad-
m

ittin
g
 it) v

iew
 th

em
selv

es es th
e 

P
resident's defenders. T

his distinction, 
especially crucial w

ith the grand jury's 
sealed

 p
resen

tm
en

t co
n
cern

in
g
. M

r. 
N

ixon now
 in the hands of Judge John 

S
irica, is w

h
at th

e b
attle o

v
er Jen

n
er 

is all about. 
T

h
e b

attle started
 w

h
en

 th
e co

m
-

m
ittee's tw

o Illinois R
epublicans, R

ep. 
R

obert M
cC

lory and R
ep. T

hom
as F

. 
R

ailsback, proposed super-law
yer Jen-

n
er as m

in
o
rity

 co
u
n
sel fo

r th
e im

-
p
each

m
en

t. A
 y

o
u
n
g
 law

y
er o

n
 th

e 
m

in
o
rity

 staff n
am

ed
 S

am
 G

arriso
n
, 

recen
tly

 arriv
ed

 fro
m

 fo
rm

er V
ice 

P
resid

en
t S

p
iro

 T
. A

g
n
ew

's staff fo
r 

the im
peachm

ent proceedings, unsuc-
cessfu

lly
 p

ro
tested

. H
e co

u
ld

 d
o
 th

e 
job him

self, he said. 
Jen

n
er th

en
 co

m
m

itted
 tw

o
 b

lu
n
-

ders. H
e took the post w

ithout inform
-

in
g
 h

is n
ew

 em
p
lo

y
ers th

at b
e h

ad
  

raised
 fu

n
d
s fo

r th
e re-electio

n
 o

f a 
liberal Illinois D

em
ocrat, S

en: A
dlai E

 
S

tev
en

so
n
 III. L

ater h
e w

en
t o

n
 a 

C
hicago television talk show

 to broad-
cast his belief that M

r. N
ixon is legally 

responsible for the actions of his aides. 
T

he tw
o blunders w

ere the founda-
tion for an anti-Jenner colum

n by W
il-

liam
 S

afire, the form
er N

ixon speech-
w

riter now
 w

ith T
he N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es. 
T

h
e S

afire co
lim

n
, in

 tu
rn

, b
ecam

e 
the basis for a letter-w

riting cam
paign 

to
 Ju

d
iciary

 C
o
m

m
ittee R

ep
u
b
lican

s 
com

plaining about T
erm

er. T
his cam

-
p
aig

n
 co

in
cid

ed
 w

ith
 th

e h
ard

en
in

g
 

W
hite H

ouse line about the im
peach-

m
ent proceedings and the perceptibly 

m
ore partisan tone of m

any com
m

ittee 
R

epublicans. 
In

 resp
o
n
se to

 th
is to

n
e, R

ailsb
ack

 
to

ld
 a recen

t sessio
n
 o

f th
e co

m
m

it-
te

e
's R

e
p
u
b
lic

a
n
s th

a
t h

e
 fo

r o
n
e
 

w
o
u
ld

 n
o
t act as co

u
n
sel fo

r th
e de-

fense. T
hose w

ho strongly agree w
ith 

R
ailsback include R

ep. M
cC

lory, R
ep. 

H
enry P

. S
m

ith III of N
ew

 Y
ork, R

ep. 
W

illiam
 S

. C
o
h
en

 o
f M

ain
e an

d
 p

er-
haps others—

clearly a m
inority am

ong 
the 17 R

epublicans. 

T
hus, recent m

eetings of the 17 have 
been punctuated by blunt criticism

 of 
Jenner, led by R

ep. D
avid W

. D
ennis 

of Indiana and R
ep. L

aw
rence J. H

ogan 
of M

aryland, for w
orking too cipsely 

w
ith com

m
ittee im

peachm
ent coinsel 

Jo
h
n
 D

o
ar. H

o
g
an

 to
ld

 u
s h

e v
iew

s 
jen

n
er as "a d

ilettan
te try

in
g
 to

 p
u
t 

the cap on a glorious career" w
ho, "if 

a
n
y
th

in
g
, tilts a

 little
 a

g
a
in

st th
e
 

P
resident." O

ther com
m

ittee R
epubli-

can
s co

m
p
lain

ed
 ab

o
u
t h

is lack
 o

f 
political finesse. 

T
h
at th

ese criticism
s are sh

ared
 b

y
 

th
e co

m
m

ittee's sen
io

r R
ep

u
b
lican

, 
E

dw
ard H

utchinson of M
ichigan, be-

cam
e m

anifest laS
t w

eek. W
ithout con-

sulting Jenner, G
arrison supervised a 

law
yer's brief disputing

•  the D
oar-Jen-

ner paper (w
hich argued that a P

resi-
dent can be im

peached for non-crim
i-

nal offenses). W
hen told by G

arrison 
th

at H
u
tch

in
so

n
 h

ad
 au

th
o
rized

 th
e 

b
rief, Jen

n
er ch

eck
ed

 w
ith

 H
u
tch

in
-

so
n
. T

h
at is q

u
ite tru

e, said
 H

u
tch

-
in

so
n
. T

o
 so

m
e co

m
m

ittee m
em

b
ers 

th
at m

ean
t th

at G
arriso

n
 —

 to
u
g
h
,  

sm
art, h

ig
h
ly

 p
artisan

 an
d
 ab

o
u
t h

alf 
Jenner's age—

had taken over. 
T

h
eir im

p
ressio

n
 w

as co
n
firm

ed
 

w
h
en

 G
arriso

n
'.s b

rief arriv
ed

 in
 th

e 
m

ail accom
panied by an article from

 
N

ew
 T

im
es p

raisin
g
 Jen

n
er's zeal to

 
prosecute. It w

as not an article calcu-
lated

 to
 ap

p
ease Jen

n
er's R

ep
u
b
lican

 
critics, and no friend of Jenner w

ould 
have included it in the m

ailing. 
If the obvious intent to force Jenner 

back to private life succeeds, the role 
o
f co

m
m

ittee R
ep

u
b
lican

s m
ay

 b
e 

w
hat it w

as described as—
incorrectly, 

it seem
ed

 th
en

—
b
y
 H

o
u
se M

in
o
rity

 
L

ead
er Jo

h
n
 R

h
o
d
es last D

ecem
b
er. 

B
reak

fastin
g
 w

ith
 n

ew
sm

en
, R

h
o
d
es 

said he assum
ed law

yers for the Judi-
ciary

 C
o
m

m
ittee R

ep
u
b
lican

s w
o
u
ld

 
serve as defense counsel for M

r. N
ixon. 

B
ut a handful of Judiciary C

om
m

it-
tee R

ep
u
b
lican

s b
eliev

e an
 o

v
ert d

e-
fen

se ro
le is p

o
litically

 su
icid

al an
d
 

m
orally w

rong. T
hat is w

hy they m
ay 

risk
 an

 o
p
en

 R
ep

u
b
lican

 ru
p
tu

re th
is 

w
eek

 to
 d

efen
d
 Jen

n
er, estab

lish
 h

is 
au

th
o
rity

 an
d
 p

reserv
e th

eir o
w

n
 in

-
tegrity. 
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