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P
at N

ixon
 

A
n

d
 L

atin
 

M
em

ories 

 

P
a

t N
ix

o
n

's co
m

in
g

 trip
 to

 V
en

ezu
ela

 m
a

y
 b

rin
g

 b
a

ck
 so

m
e 

g
o

o
d

—
a

n
d

 b
a

d
—

m
em

o
ries o

f th
e F

irst F
a

m
ily

's 1
9

5
8

 to
u

r 

V
en

ezu
ela

 P
resid

en
t 

C
a
rlo

s A
n

d
res P

erez 

B
y V

era
 G

la
ser. 

W
ashington 
F

irst 'L
ad

y
 P

at N
ix

o
n
's 

forthcom
ing trip to V

enezue-
laW

ill rem
ind A

m
ericans of 

o
n
 o

f h
er h

u
sb

an
d
's fin

est 
boil's —

 and m
ay boost his 

sagging im
age. B

ut she m
ay 

be courting danger: 
S

tate D
epartm

ent officials 
prO

nounC
e V

enezuela stable, 
w

itii •  a
 

boom
ing- econom

y. 
T

hey say the - few
 handfuls" 

o
f 7

 terro
rists h

av
e b

een
 

paS
hed back to the interior. 

(B
u
t o

n
ly

 tw
o
 y

ears ag
o
 

S
*

te 
fa

ile
d
 to

 w
a
rn

 th
e
 

F
irst 

L
a

d
y

 o
f ferm

en
t in

 
G

h
an

a, an
d

 five d
ays after 

sh
e m

a
d

e a
 g

o
o

d
 w

ill v
isit  

th
ere, th

e 
governm

ent w
as 

o
v
erth

ro
w

n
 b

y
 a m

ilitary
 

coup.) 
In

 1958, N
ixon

, th
en

. V
ice 

P
resid

en
t, W

elk
 escap

ed
 in

-
ju

ry an
d

 p
ossib

ly d
eath

 in
 

V
en

ezu
ela. H

e tagged
 th

e 
ep

isod
e "

th
e greatest d

an
-

ger -of, m
y w

hole life," one of 
his "six crises." T

he N
ixons' 

courage and coolness drew
 a 

C
on

gression
al com

m
en

d
a-

t i o a. N
ix

o
n

's p
o

p
u

larity
 

soared. 

L
ater this m

onth W
hen P

at 
arrives in V

enezuela to at-
ten

d
 th

e in
au

g
u
ratio

n
 o

f 
P

resident 
C

arlo
s A

n
d

res 
P

erez in
 C

aracas, h
er m

o-
torcad

e m
ay travel alon

g,  

ev
en

id
a S

u
cre, w

h
ere, al, 

m
ost 16 years ago, m

obs of 
C

o
m

m
u
n
ists sto

n
ed

, sp
at, 

shouted obscenities, s h a t-
tered the w

indow
s of N

ixon's 
car, an

d
 in

ju
red

 secretary
 

R
ose M

ary W
oods. "M

uera 
N

ix
o
n
!" (d

eath
 
to N

ixon) 
w

as their cry. 

A
fter th

e N
ix

o
n
's 

v
isit, 

V
enezuela rem

ained unset-
tled for years. In 1965, the 
late R

obert F
. K

ennedy ran 
into problem

s there w
hile on 

a L
atin A

m
erican tour. 

A
t th

e last m
in

u
te K

en
n

e-
d

y sw
itch

ed
 p

lan
s an

d
 cu

t 
short that portion of his trip. 

A
 

hair-raising account of  

the  N
ixon

's  1958 experience 
is carried in E

arl-M
azo's bi-

ography-  of the P
resident. 

"T
w

o
 	

w
ell-disciplined 

g
ro

u
p
s w

ere in
 th

e p
laza, 

each w
ith a special m

ission. 
'A

 g
ro

u
p

 o
f m

o
re th

an
 a 

hundred w
as to barrage (the 

N
ix

o
n
s) w

ith
 ro

ck
s a n

 d
 

fru
it. T

h
en

 a u
n

it o
f h

ard
-

ened' experts  w
a
s  to follow

 
through 

w
ith

 h
o

m
e
-m

a
d

e
 

bom
bs . . . 

"T
he 

w
in

d
o
w

s . o
n
 b

o
th

 
sid

es o
f th

e 
(N

ix
o

n
) car 

w
ere now

 being bashed in. 
S

liv
ers o

f g
lass flak

ed
 o

ff 
an

d
 'sh

o
t in

sid
e th

e car. A
 

m
an tried to p

ok
e a p

ip
e at 

N
ixon through 

a
 h

o
le in

 a
 

w
indow

. 

"
. . B

a
ck

 in
 lim

o
u

sin
e 

N
o
. 9

, sh
a
tterin

g
 g

la
ss in

-
jured R

ose M
ary W

oods, the 
V

ice P
resid

en
t's secretary, 

and others. 

". . N
ix

o
n

 d
e
c
id

e
d

 in
 

that split second to abandon 
the w

reath-laying cerem
ony 

an
d

 h
ead

 fo
r safe territo

ry
 

(the I.T
.S

. E
m

bassy). H
is ear 

sw
erv

ed
 o

ff in
to

 an
 

alley, 
w

ith M
rs. N

ixon's follow
ing. 

"T
hat decision saved their 

lives. It also spared his en-
to

u
rag

e ' an
d
 m

an
y
 o

f th
e 

8000 screeching V
enezuelans 

w
ho cram

m
ed the plaza." 


