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"A few yr•-:-  back the Gallup Poi asked Americans which famous 
people, living or dead„ they would MOS& Eike to have visit them in 
their houses. Lincoln was first, followed by four other American 
Presidenm Jesus Christ came in nth, just behind Harry Truman." 

By Robert Salazar for The Washington Post 



When the voters were asked for instant re- 
sponses to Mr. Nixon's name, most answers 
were negative, with many extremely hostile: 
"Dishonest" and "cheater". and "chickee' 
and "a big nothing" among others.. But the 
responses also conveyed a natural sympathy 
for anyone stuck with the job of chief 
executive: "Unfortunate" and "a victim" and 
"poor guy" and "doing the best he can." 

There are, of course, practical reasons be-
hind the 'public's reluctance to impeach. H. 
Stanton Evans, the conservative theoretician 
and editor of the Indianapolis Star, thinks it 
is simply a matter of emphasis and atten-
tion. Constant controversy over Watergate 
has diminished the President's popular-
ity, but Evans says, "T,o most people I run 
into, Watergate Isn't that important." 

The fear of impeachment also reflects a 
practical desire for stability in troubled 
times. "There's a feeling," says Professor 
Fred' I. Greenstein of Princeton, "that if you 
pull- a eouple of •more pegs out, the whole 
thing might fall apart." 

Yet; as 'Vans says; "There is this rever- 
, enee for the office, whoever occupies it, and 

the ;oedupant inherits a great deal of this. 
Obviously Nixon is, taking advantage of 
that." 

A few years back, the Gallup Poll asked 
Americans which famotis people, living or 
dead, they would most like to have visit 
them in their homes. Lincoln was first, fol-
lowed by four other American president's. 
Jesus Christ came in 11th, just behind Harry 
Truman. 

James MacGregor Burns, a presidential 
historian, describes , the- overtones: "We're 
all so much psychcdogically involved in the 
oresidency. It does goes back to the Freud-

element. There's a psychological thing 
about the president as head of the family. If 
you attack Nixon, you're attacking us." 

Walt Whitman, whose political sentiments 
made great poetry, mourned the dead Lin-
2olnY in those terms: 

For you they call, the swaying mass, 
their, faces turning; 

Here. Captain! Dear father! 
This arm beneath your head! 

John Kennedy's death inspired similar 
!motions, encapsuled in a poem by William 
Sutler: 	 ' 

Drums,' drums, I too am dead. 
I breathe no breath, but only dread. 
I have no soul,-but lay My head 
Upon his soul, and on that bed 
I stop. 

and water were not allowed to die a natural 
death. When one fell ill, the elders stabbed 
him to death and a new king with full pow- 
ers was chosen. 

Among the Shilluk, even in modern times, , 
the king was killed when he became senile 
or unable to satisfy the sexual demands of 
his wives. Sir James George Frazier, who ex-
plored these ancient currents in his classic, 
"The Golden Bough," explained why: 

".. . However strange it may seem to us, 
their custom of putting the divine king to 
death as soon as he shows signs of ill-health 
or failing strength springs directly from 
their profound veneration for him and from 
their anxiety, to preserve him, or rather the 
divine spirit by which he is animated, in the 
most perfect state of efficiency. 

"Nay, we go: further and say that their 
practice of regicide is 'the best proof they 
can give of the high regard in which they 
hold their kings. For they believe that the 
king's life or spirit is so sympathetically 
bound up• with the prosperity of the .whole 
country that, if he fell M. or grew senile, the 
cattle would sicken and cease to multiply, 

, the crops would rot in the fields and men 
would perish,of widespread disease." 

See LEADER, Page B5 

'LEADER, From Page B1 
, A missionary among the Egbas of West 
Africa also wrote in 1881 about their curious 
custom of judging and punishing the king: 

"Should he have earned the hatred of his 
peo'Ple by exceeding his rights, one of the 
councillors on whom the heavST duty is laid, 
requires of 'the prince that he shall 'go to 
sleep,' which means simply, 'take poison and 
die.' If his courage fails him at the supreme 
moment, a friend renders him this last serv-
ice ..." 

8 /Does some echo of ;those ancient practices 
remain in ourselves, like a faint tracing from 
the imprint of the past? Some who studied 
the presidency and the American attitudes 
toward it see patterns which also have a flavor 
of mystical faith. 

"There's something clearly in the Ameri-
can fiber" says Prof. Greenstein of Prince-
ton. "I suspect it's our secular history, the 
written ConstitutiOn and the mystique of na-
tionhood that has persisted, and the presidenCy 
is the tnost prominent and visible sysmbol of 
that." 



Nixon's Fate and Ours: 
Fear of the Unk  OWE- 

Mike Peters in the Dayton Daily News 

Everyone knows, from countless studies, 
that the president, any prelident, is the 
niost visible emblem of government. A 1970 
poll found that 98 per cent of American 
adults knew his name. Only 57 per cent 
knew one senator from their state, only 39 
per cent knew their own congressman, and 
only 32 per cent knew the speaker , of the 
House. (In fact, a 1972 Gallup Poll in Great 
Britain discovered that among admired lead-
ers, Richard NiXon tied Prince /Phillip for 
first--ahead of Britain's own prime 
minister.) 

What is it that people feel about the office, 
kapart from how they feel about the man who 
currently holds it? 

"We , don't know what well-springs of hu-
man behavior go into the feelings about - 
leadership," says Greenstein. "I suspect that 
within each adult there is a child, and child- 

ren are awed by overwhelming figures. It's 
like the stories about when John F. Kennedy 
telephoned directlyito low-ranking officials 
in his, administration. The bureaucrats stood 
at attention when they talked to him on the 
phone." 

In his book on the presidency, George 
Reedy, the former Lyndon Johnson aide, de-
scribed the popular proportions of the 
office: "By the 20th century, the presidency 
had taken on all the regalia of monarchy ex-
cept for ermine robes, a scepter and crown. 
The President was not to be jostled by a 
crowd—unless, he elected to subject himself 
to do so dinring those moments when, he 
shed his role as chief of state and mounted 
the hustings as a candidate for re-election. 
'The ritual of shaking hands with the Presi-
dent took on more and more the coloration 
of the medieval ling's touch' . . ." 



Another presidential scholar, James David 
Barber at Duke, complains about the magi-
cal qualities which many people assign to 
the office:. "We elect men, not gods, and the 
president, is not the Wizard.of Oz."' 

Greenstein's research has Itaken him into 
interviews with children, partly 'on the as-
sumption that children reflect idealized atti-
tudes in a straightforward manner while 
similar beliefs may be submerged in adults. 
The children see the president as a benevo-
lent leaden Even in post-Watergate inter-
views, Greenstein found that the idealized 
-references persisted, though the children 
were emphasizing presidential power rather 
then his good works. 

"If you ask what the president does," says 
the professor, "the answers 'are fairly child-
like. lie takes care of the country. He makes 
peace with other countries. He sees that ev-
eryone, has enough to eat. It's a long-stand-
ing American tradition of using presidents 
for hero worship. There is something like an 
incest taboo in' saying you're actually: going-
to dethrone a president." 

Even a president with declining popular-
ity draws benefits frbm this quality. Any 
gesture or action which conveys 
"presidential qualities" should produce at 
least short-term sympathy. Mr. Nixon's rat-
ing, for instance, went up 7 points in the 
Gallup Poll when he welcomed the astro-
nauts home from their first moon landing. 
His popularity went up 12 points after his 
Vietnamization speech of October, 1969. 

Even clumsy presidential action can help. 
President Kennedy gained 10 points after 
the disaster of Bay of Pigs. Eisenhower went 
up 6 points after the international embar-
rassment of the U-2 incident. 

'‘`An Article of Faith" 

THE CLOSE IDENTITY between the 
people and the president was demon-

strated most vividly after the Kennedy as-
sassination, a national trauma which liter-
ally made people physically ill. A national 
survey found that, in the four days after the 
slaying, 43 per cent .of the people suffered 
loss of appetite, 48 per cent had insomnia, 25 
per cent had headaches, 68 per cent re-
ported general nervousness, 26 per cent ex-
perienced rapid heart beat and other symp-
toms of anxiety. 

According to Greenstein, historical ac- 

counts suggest other presidential deaths, 
produced similar responses—Lincoln, RooSe-
velt, McKinley, Garfield, even Harding. 

"In responding to the president, citizens 
also seem to be seeking to satisfy expressive 
needs of which they are only vaguely aware 
—for example, needs for confidence, Seen.' 
rity and pride in citizenship," ‘Greenstein • 
concludes. 

Impeachment is not fatal, of course. 'The 
pro-impeachment  advocates argue that -11, 
House\ vote for impeachment would merely 
be a quasi-legal determination of "probable - 
cause," setting the issues for trial, nothing 
more. The public, • however, apparently at 
taches greater meaning to it. In -symbolic 
terms, the public might be right. The humili-
ation of placing the chief of state, the surro-
gate king, on trial, placing him figuratively 
in the dock to be judged, might be almost-as 
traumatic as conviction itself. 

Reedy suggests that impeachment also 
threatens something else in the Amerioan 
psyche—the deeply embedded . assumption 
that, when a president is elected, he serves a 
fiXed term of four years, through fair 
weather or foul. "Because we have been liv-
ing with this since 1789," Reedy says, "there' 
is sort of a subconscious feeling of this 
among the people. That may sound a little 
mystical, but I don't think it's far-fetched: 
It's an article of faith. There are certain 
things we believe in, and that's one of their: 
There's almost a superstitious fear of messing 
around with the fixed term. When you start 
playing (with absolutes, people get very shaky." 

All of these elements inhibit the proCeSs 
which has now begun. Yet it is also reasOria. 
ble to assume that impeachment arouses eer= • 
tain ancient emotions of satisfaction, the 
sense of tragedy and catharsis which MRS. 
part of those early rituals of regicide. 

Between death and disgrace, recent ,.1#si-
tory been hard on presidents. As Barber 
points out, even the most popular preSidents 
begin office with an overwhelming surge'.of 
support, then are gradually diminished as 
they become lightning rods for all of theilis. 
of the nation. 

"Heroic tragedy has an enduring quality," 
,Barber muses. "We seem to get something 
out of raising the guy.up and then watching-
him fall. It's kind of a curious satisfaction-in 
that story that we see happen over and over 
again." 


