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New Sirica Gag Order 
Washington 

Judge John Sirica imposed 
an extraordinarily sweeping 
order on all parties to the 
Watergate case yesterday 
directing -them not to talk 
about it outside of court. 

The order, which covers 
all government officials, de-
fendants, lawyers and wit-
nesses, was announced from 
the bench by Sirica after the 
Watergate grand jury re-
turned its first batch of in-
dictments. 

It enjoins them "from 
making. extrajudicial state- 

ments vscerning any, as- 
pect-4, 	c,case that  is like- 
ly 6-  interfere with the 
rights of the accused or the 
public to a fair trial by an 
impartial jury." 

The ruling did not, how-
ever, inhibit a number of 
the principal defendants 

from declaring either di-
rectly or through atorneys 
that they are inocent of the 
charges in the indictments. 
r Former White House coun-
sel Charles Colson, curtailed 
plans for a full-scale news 
conference on the subject of 
his indictment when his law-
yers received word of Siri-
ca's order. 

He confined himself to a 
prepared statement, deliv-
ered with his wife, Patricia, 
at his side. He announced 
that he was taking 'leave 
from his law firm because of 
"continued adverse publicity 
associated with this case." 

Colson went on to say that 
"my conscience is clear. Re-
gardless of how rough the 
road may be, I know that in 
the end my innocence will 
be established because I put 
complete faith in God and I 
believe deeply in my coun-
try." 

The attorney for former 
Attorney General John N. 
Mitchell. William J. Hun-
dley, described Sirica's in-
junction as "the toughest 
kind of order . .. the kind of 
order which would compel 
any lawyer .to 'no comment' 
this case." 

o comment," echoed 
John J. Wilson, attorney for 
fbimer White House aides 
H. R. (Bob) Haldeman and 
John D. Ehrlichman on the 
news of the indictments.. 

"The word 'no comment' 
hastto do with everything." 
Wilson said. 

Haldeman confined him-
self• to a terse observation in 
a telephone interview with 
the Associted Press. "I have 
not even seen the indict-
ment," he said. "I have no 
comment and will have none 
for the time being." 

Kenneth W. Parkinson, an-
other of those indicted and 
former attorney for the 1972 
Nixon re-election commit-
tee, issued a statement 
through his law office saying 
that "I am innocent of the 
charges set forth in the in-
dictment. My connection 
with the events was as a 
lawyer seeking honorably 
and diligently to serve my 
clients . . ." 

Attorneys for former As-
sistant Attorney General 
Robert Mardian declined to 
diScuss his indictment on the 
order. They would be sur-
prised, however, if Mardian 
were to plead anything other 
than "not guilty" at his ar-
raignment. 

The effect of Sirica's order 
would be to shut down the 
network of sources that has 
been fueling much Water- 
gate journalistic enterprise 
over the past 20 months. 

"Informed" a n d "relia-
ble" sources have been the 
trademark of attribution for 
a large number of Water-
gate revelations that have 
appeared in print or flashed 
on the television screen. 
'TlwSe sources have been at-
to4kys, defendants, w i t-
nesses or government hives-
tigators associated with the 
case — the very targets of 
Sirica's silencing order. 

An attorney in the case, 
who requested not to be 
identified, commented to a 
reporter that the Sirica or-
der "only hurts you guys." 

The judge's injunction for 
silence goes well beyond the 
scope of the District of Co- 

1 umbia's "fr ee press-h air trial" rule which enumer-
ates specific 'areas of com-
ment in which lawyers in Criminal cases may and 
may not engage. 
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