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A federal grand jury hi-
dieted six former Nixon ad-
ministration officials ancl(a 
Republican campaign law-
yer in the Watergate cover-
up case yesterday and sub-
mitted a 'secret report con- 

. taining "findings on President 
Nixon's alleged role. 

It was the most sweeping 
single indictment of former 
government officials in U.S. 
history and represented only 
the first in a series of 
charges to be returned by 
Watergate-related grand ju-
ries here. 

(Carl Bernstein and Bob 
Woodward reported in the 
Washington Post that in-
formed sources  said the 
secret report described the 
jury's belief that President 
Nixon was invol gin the 
conspiracy to ob 	jus- 

etic 
,(Several sources said the 

grand jury considered in-
cting the President but de-

, id not to do so after Spe-
elal. Prosecutor Leon Ja-
worski concluded that the 
Conpitution precludes the 
indictment of an incumbent 
14e$ident. For Bernstein 

Woodward's story, see 
below.) 
rCharged with conspiring 

to) Obstruct justice in the 
Wb e r g ate investigation 
were H. R. Haldeman and 
John, D. Ehrlichman, for-
merly Mr. Nixon's two top 
assistants; ex-Attorney Gen-
eral John N. Mitchell; for-
m er White House aides 
Ciiktles W. Cblson and Gor-
dOn C. Strachan; Robert C. 
Mardian, former Justice De-

,. partment internal security 
chief, and Kenneth W. Park-
inson, an attorney hired by 
the:Nixon re-election cam-
paign to handle Watergate 
matters. , 

Haldeman, Ehrlichman, 
Mitchell and Strachan also 
were, charged with one count 
each of actually obstructing 
juistice and lying to either 
FBI agents, grand jurors or 
the Senate Watergate corn- 

Back Page dol. 1 

bent their /knowl-
edge orthe coverup. 

re,1 
Colson and Parkinson also 

were charged with one'count 
each of obstructing justice. 

In handing up the 24-count 
indictment to U.S. District 
Judge John J. Sirica, grand 
jury foreman Vladimir N. 
Pregelj also presentedehim 
with a sealed browetelite-
lopeebearing a red-and,White 
address label. 

Though no comment was 
made in court about the en-
velope's contents, it ' was 
learned that it contained the 
grand jury's findings about 
Mr. Nixon's alleged role in 
the case plus a recommen-
dation on how to handle the 
material. Some expect, Siri-
ca eventually to forward the 
report to the House Judici-
ary Committee, which is 
considering impeachment of 
the President. 

Sirica, with spect 
the packed c our 
straining forward 
seats, broke the e 
seal with a letter o 
removed only what seemed 
to be •a cover letter. , 

After reading the-docu-
ment for less than a minute, 
Sirica said the  envelope 
would be "held in custody in 
a safe place," until he de-
cides what to do with it. 

Assistant Prosecutor Rich-
ard Ben-Veniste stepped 
forward to present Sirica 
with a bulging brawn brief-
case that he said contained 
material referred to in the 
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secret report. Sirica accept-
ed it along with a sealed en-
velope containing the key to 
the briefcase. 

Watergate Prosecutor 
Leon Jaworski told Sirica 
,t h e case could require 
"three or four,month,s" to 
617. The judge, noting that 
Mitchell already is on trial 
in federal court in New 
York. set arraignment of 
the defendants for a .Satur-
day, March 9. 

Sirica also imposedian un-
usually stringent gag • order 
on out - of - court comments 
by the special prosecutor's  

sure a fair trial. 
The judge cautioned grand 

jurors to refrain from talk-
ing to others about their 
work and, without explana-
tion, said it was expected 
the jurors "might be asked 
to return in two weeks.",  

Responding to the grand 
jury's action, Mr. Nixon said 
it indicates the courts are 
moving to resolve the mat-
ter. He said he hoped the 
trials of those accused "will 
move swiftly to a just con-
clusion." 

The indictment charged 
that a broad and intensive 
effort was made by the for-
mer high administration of-
ficials to obstruct the Jus-
tice Department's investiga-
tion of the June, 1972, Water-
gate break-in. 

Tactics employed in this 
coverup, the  grand jury 
said, were concealment of 
evidence and destruction of 
relevant documents — in-
cluding the secret Gemstone 
files from the wiretaps on 
Democratic National Com-
mittee telephones i n the 
Watergate office building. 

The alleged conspiratars 
also sought and receivedse-
cret FBI reports on the in-
vestigation, pressured the 
Central Intelligence Agency 
to provide funds for the orig-
inal stispects, rd more 
than $500,000 f^ other 
sources , for these defend- 
ants, -- ecu-
trve cleniency and other 
benefits to remain silent and 
lied to official authorities, 
the jury charged. 

In reciting meetings, pars 
and "overt' acts" to accom-
plish this alleged conspira-
cy, the grand jury assigned 
a far greater role to Mitchell 
than had previously been re-
vealed in Senate hearings on 
the Watergate case. 

Mitchell faces the heaviest 
potential sentence un d e r 
yesterday's indictment — 30 
years imprisonment a n d 
$42,000 in fines. Next is Ehr-
lichman, 25 years and $40,- 
000; Haldeman, 25 years and 
$16,000; Strachan, 15 years 
and '$20,000; Colson and Par-
kinson, 10 years and $10,000 
each; and Mardian, five 
years and $5000. 

Mitchell was pictured as 
having encouraged the de-
struttion of incriminating 
Nixon campaign documents, 
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approving an 	essful 
plan for the cr 	avide 
funds for the original Water-
gate defendants and asking 
farmer White House counsel 
John W. Dean III to obtain 
FBI investigative reports for 
Parkinson. 

The jury also chart-What 
Mitchell, in early Jamiary, 
1973, asked Dean to hitte an 
intermediary offer executive 
clemency to James W . 
McCord Jr., one of the origi-
nal Watergate suspects who 
was then about to starultrial. 
This offer 	but not its ori- 
gins — was revealed in Sen-
ate testimony last year.. 

T h e indictment further 
said that last March 21 — 
shortly after Dean had told 
the President all he knew 
about the Watergate cover-
up — Mitchell authorized 
Frederick C. LaRue, atop 
campaign official, "to make 
a payment of approximately 
$75,000 to and for the benefit 
of E. Howard Hunt Jr. (one 
of the defendants)." 

The next day, according to 
the grand jury, Mitchell 
m e t with Ehrlichman, 
Haldeman and Dean at the 
White House, and Mitchell 
assured Ehrlichman that 
Hunt "was not a 'problem' 
any longer." 

Mitchell had resigned as 
Mr. Nixon's campaign direc-
tor on June 30 — about two 
weeks after the Watergate 
break-in — citing domestic 
pressures as his reason. The 
indictment alleged he con-
tinued to play a leading role 

• in the coverup even after-
ward. 
The grand jury charged 

that Ehrliehman lied to it on 
t w o occasions last May 

in 
m 

eir 
pe's 
and 

staff, 	e defenctants and 
their, 	s and all who 
are subpoenaed at witness- 
es, as a means of helping as- 

, 

• 



about his knowledge of G. 
Gordon Liddy's role in the 
Wateltate wiretapping and 
in denying that he (Ehrlich-
nan) had approved a 
fund-raising effort by Her-
bert W. Kalmbach, the Pres-
iderfrr -Personal lawyer, an 
behalf of the original defend-
ants. 

Haldeman, according to 
t h e indictment, ordered 
Strachan, his aide, to de-
stroy key documents "on or 
about June 18, 1972" — a 
day after the original Water-
gate arrests. 

Later, Haldeman a p-
proved the use of a White 
House campaign fund of 
$350,000 to "make additional 
payments to and for the ben-
efit of the defendants." 

Furthermore, the grand 
jury accused him of lying to 
the Senate when he testified 
last year that "no one, to 
my knowledge, was aware 
that these funds involved ei-
ther - blackmail o r 'hush 
money' until this suggestion 
was raised in March of 
1973." 

Haldeman also lied, the 
grand jury said, when he 
testified that Mr. Nixon had 
told Dean last March 21 that 
"it would be wrong" to raise 
$1 million to keep the Water-
gate defendants silent. 

Strachan was accused of 
lying when he said he decid-
ed on his own to return the 
$350,000 	Haldeman- 
controlled fund to LaRue, 
who then disbursed it to de-
fendants or their lawyers. 
The grand jury, however, 
did not allege who might 
have instructed Strachan to 
take the money to LaRue. 

Colson was accused of act-
ing as a conduit to the White 
House for Hunt's money de-
mands. The grand jury also 
said Colson on Aug. 29, 1972, 
"had a conversation with 
John W. Dean III during 
which Dean advised Colson 
not to send a memorandum 
to the authorities investigat-
ing the Watergate break-in." 

The grand jury implied 
that Ehrlichman participat-
ed in the Watergate coverup 
partly out of fear that Hunt 
might reveal secret opera-
tions of the White House 
"Plumbers" unit, to which 
Hunt haLLence belonged and 
Ehrlichman had directed. 
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