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Podell Charges
He Was Object

Of U.S. Tap

By William Claiborne
Washington Post Staff Writer

Rep. Betram L. Podell (D-
N.Y.), who is under indictment
on federal charges of bribery,
perjury and conspiracy,
charged yesterday that he had
been the object of a national
security wiretap ordeled by
President Nixon.

The White House immedi-
ately denied it and called Po-
dell’s charge “ludicrous.”

Podell said references to the
wiretap appear in a sealed af-
fidavit by Attorney General
William B. Saxbe that led a
federal judge in New York to
issue an order last Jan. 11 pro-
hibiting public discussion of
the surveillance. REP. BRETRAM PODELL

The fourth-term Brooklyn . . . under indictment
congressman made his charge
on the House floor under con-\ - An aide to Judge Carter
stitutional Immunity which|saiq yesterday that the order
protects members from legal|restricting out-of-court discus.
action for statements made in|sjon of the Podell case alluded
sessions of Congress. to the wiretap. It also con-

-~0dell said he did not know taineq an unexplained refer.
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sogehme after Podell’s al-|¢y ] response to be filed by the
1¢B8d involvement in a con- Attorney General to the de-|
cy to take a $41,350 bribe |¢o 40065 electronic surveil-|:
from-an airline seeking a new lance motion: would be seri-
rdﬁfc before the Civil Aero-|qiqiv dotrimental to foreign
ngltics Board. policy objectives of the United
at case is still pending in|geates .. » The order also
f€deral court and in New York | ciq public discussion  would
afig the Trial date has been |interfere with a fair trial. :

seby i : os
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‘ d ‘that the conspiracy| o -uS€d to comment on the
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? - h
des as Bt elected o fhe) i e fron finding out

House in a special election -
; anything more about the sur-
held Feb. 20, 1968. velllties.

Podell did not explain why
he specially named Mr.| When asked why Podell had

Nixon in his charge and he| 2ot spoken out before now
made no suggestion that the|about the Jan. 11 order and
wiretap -could have been or-|the surveillance, an aide said
dered before the early 1969|the cong:'essman was awaiting
change in administrations. the judge’s rulings on various

He said that on Jan. 18 his | otions made by the presecu-

tion.
attorney was served with an ;
order by U.S. District Court| 1 his House speech, Podell

Judge Robert Carter of New | Sald Saxbe’s affidavit contra-
York designed” “to silence me | diCtS repeated statements by

and all others from revealing %38 Wthlte tHouse ;clhe Justice
this electronic surveillance | ¢Partment and the Federal

Bureau of Investigation that
that was ordered by the Presi- congressmen’s telephone have

" dent.”
Podell told the House that ne‘ﬁgs?%efnﬂtl?gggi:ﬁ tchaeml'; BaIfj_

the court order restricting ex- D
trajudicial discussion of the ;ggleH"giiﬂSMa{f;myLo5;?;‘;‘;;”
case was based on an affadavit charged in April, 1971, that
by Saxbe, “who stated that the | {p. ppy had been “spying and
defendants in my case, OF ON€|prying” into the private lives
of them, were electronically| ¢ congressmen by installing
suryeilled on numerous occa- wiretaps. Boggs offered no
_sions in the interests of na- proof to substantiate his
tional security as a result of |char ge.
an order by the President of Podell suggested yesterday
the United States, Richard|that other members of the
Nixon.” . House may have been the ob-
Podell said that while he jects of wiretaps.
was not mentioned by name in| Members of the House,
the affidavit, he he has been | which was about three-quar-
“reliably - informed” that he|ters filled at the time, ap-
wasthe.target of the surveil- plauded Podell’s 5-minute
lance. speech. ‘Later,
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