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this electronic surveillance 
that was ordered by the 
President." 

REP. PODELL 
He said Nixon ordered it 

Demo Says 
Government 
Spied on Him 

Washington 
A Democratic congress- 

man yesterday charged that 
he had been put under gov-
ernment surveillance on the 
orders of Prfsident Nixon. 

Representative Bertram 
Podell of , New York, in a 
speech to the House, said 
this had been shown by a 
Justice Department affida-
vit submitted in a case in 
New York last July. 

In the case, Podell was 
charged with attempting to 
use influence with the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration . 
to help a Client. He is still 
under federal indictment. 

Podell said that on Janu-
ary 18 his attorney was 
served with a court order 
designed "to silence me and 
all others from revealing 

Te told the House that the 
court order was based on an 
affidavit by Attorney Gener-   William B. Saxbe, "who 
stated that the defendants in 

qiny case, or one of them, 
e electronically sur-

veilled on numerous occa-
. sions in the interests of na

tional security as a result of 
an order by the President of 
the United States, Richard 
Nixon." 

Podell said the affidavit 
was a direct contradiction to 
statements Made in the past 
by President Nixon and for-
mer 

 
 Attorneys General John 

Mitchell and Richard Klein-
dienst that members of Con-
grass had not been subjected 
to wiretapping or other elec-
tronic surveillance. 

The congressman added 
that although the attorney 
general's affidavit referred 
to "one of the defendants" 
and did not mention him by 
name, "there is no question 
that I was the target of the 
surveillance ordered by Pres- 
ident 	a,and I am relia- 
bly inf meknif this." 

At White House, deputy 
press ,; edretary Gerald L. 
Warr* said Podell's charge 
is "ludicrous." 

Podell acknowledged that 
his speech breached the 
court order under which de-
fendants were not -supposed 
to discuss the case, but said 
he was using his congres-
sional immunity under the 
Constitution — which pro-
tects members from legal 
action for statements made 
to the Douse. — because he 
',felt that he should disclose 
the alleged surveillance to 
Congress. 
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